
 

I came that they may have life, and have it 
to the full. - John 10:10 

As I write this, I am pre-
paring to lead 100 middle 
schoolers on a weekend 
that dives deep into the 
Reformation (see pg. 8 for 
details from the event), 
and will help shape them 
into the reformers of to-
day.  I am excited for 
what is in store this week-
end, and even more excit-
ed for the month that is 
ahead.  For this month we 
will celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of the Refor-
mation.  As we recount 
the beginning story of 
Martin Luther hammering 
out his talking points onto 
the door of the church, 
like a modern-day status 
update, we will not only 
remember, but look 
ahead.  For just as God 
used Martin Luther to 
shape the world at a par-
ticular time and place, we 
know that God has been 
doing that from the be-
ginning.  Just like the sto-
ry of Queen Esther who 
saved her people, be-
cause she was in the right 
place at the right time, 
with the right amount of 
courage to act boldly for 
God.   

I believe that as we re-
member, we also are en-
couraged to act to-
day.  For God has placed 
you at this time and in 
this place, and is able to 
work through you to bring 
about the healing and the 
reconciliation of the 
world.  Like the image 
above, we are filled with 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and held in the 
hand of God, so that hav-
ing received the grace of 
God, we might be the 
hands of God, bringing his 
kingdom come, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  

I hope that you will be up-
lifted and encouraged by 
our reformation celebra-
tion.  Look further in this 
newsletter for all of the 
details.   

Peace be with you,  
reformers of God, 

Pastor Wade 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
Pr. Wade Apel 
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For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliver-
ance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and 
your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you 
have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” -

 Esther 4:14 



Building Faith Families  
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into Everyday Family Life 

 

If you ask most children, even ones that are raised in 
the church, what is reformation all about, they may not 
be able to give you an answer as to what this is all 
about, why do I have to wear red to church, and the 
like.  The following are some ideas for you to celebrate 
the 500th Anniversary of the reformation as a family. 

1.  Read and discuss a portion of Luther’s Small Cate-
chism each day leading up to October 31.  This docu-
ment was written by Martin Luther with the purpose of 
parents using it to teach our faith to their chil-
dren.  Need a copy? Visit bookofconcord.com  or there 
is a great APP (Search Luther Catechism.)   

2.  Review the symbolism 
of Luther’s Rose.  For a 
refresher, this is what Lu-
ther wrote: 

First, there is a black cross 
in a heart that remains its 
natural color. This is to re-
mind me that it is faith in 
the Crucified One that 

saves us. Anyone who believes from the heart will be 
justified (Romans 10:10). It is a black cross, which morti-
fies and causes pain, but it leaves the heart its natural 
color. It doesn’t destroy nature, that is to say, it does 
not kill us but keeps us alive, for the just shall live by 
faith in the Crucified One (Romans 1:17). The heart 
should stand in the middle of a white rose. This is to 
show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace—it puts 
the believer into a white, joyous rose. Faith does not 
give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). 
This is why the rose must be white, not red. White is the 
color of the spirits and angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 
20:12). This rose should stand in a sky-blue field, sym-
bolizing that a joyful spirit and faith is a beginning of 
heavenly, future joy, which begins now, but is grasped 
in hope, not yet fully revealed. Around the field of blue 
is a golden ring to symbolize that blessedness in heaven 
lasts forever and has no end. Heavenly blessedness is 
exquisite, beyond all joy and better than any posses-
sions, just as gold is the most valuable and precious 
metal.  Print and color this seal. 

3.  There are a wide variety of children’s books written 
to tell the story of the Reformation such as this one by 

Paul Maier.  You can find this in 
your local library, or stop by the 
church library to read it togeth-
er.  Storytime with a purpose, your 
kids will love it!   

 
4.  Grace game.  One of the hallmarks of the refor-
mation was a new understanding of God’s grace.  Grace 
is unmerited favor with God, made possible through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We receive 
this grace from God and we extend it to others by shar-
ing and offering grace in our daily lives.  Why not make 
a game out of it?  Look for examples of when you show 
grace to your children, or they show grace to you 
throughout the day.  Keep track to see who can find 
more moments of grace.  Examples of showing grace 
could be giving your child an extra treat, or your chil-
dren may show you grace when you forget to pack their 
lunch.  Who knows what examples of grace you will 
see.  Once they get the hang of it, I but they will be 
teaching you about grace before the week is over.  Be-
ing able to identify grace in action can be life changing 
for your children.   

Other ideas from www.triumphantlearning.com/
reformation-day-activities/: 
 Sing “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” by Martin Luther. 

This hymn is based on Psalm 46. 
 Have a snack of “worms” to celebrate the Diet of 

Worms (pronounced Verms). The Diet of Worms was 
a trial (called a Diet) before church leaders in Worms, 
Germany. SojournKids suggests a snack of gummy 
worms in a chocolate pudding/Oreo cookie mixture. 

 Nail (or rather, tape) the 95 Theses to a door or a 
piece of wood. 

 Memorize the 5 Solas. Read about the purpose of the 
Solas. 

 Make a lavender sachet to ward off the Bubonic 
Plague. 

 Use this tutorial to make a tissue paper stained glass, 
which was common during this time period. 

 Write with a quill and ink as Luther would have 
written. 

 Put together a Reformation Unit Study Lapbook from 
Homeschool Share. 

 

http://bookofconcord.com
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/552dab32e4b039b3a33b25fd/55986784e4b0ad0593536d98/559868c1e4b0ad059353ae05/1436051649165/Luther-Rose-coloring-sheet.jpg?format=original
https://www.triumphantlearning.com/reformation-day-activities/
https://www.triumphantlearning.com/reformation-day-activities/


Reformation Movie Night 
Friday, October 27 
 

Start the reformation weekend 
with a viewing of the PBS Movie, 
“Martin Luther, the Idea That 
Changed the World” on Friday, Oc-
tober 27 at 7:00 p.m.     

Come out for an entertaining 
evening recounting the major 
events that shaped the refor-
mation.  From PBS: 

“The film follows the dramatic sto-
ry of Martin Luther's life: the mas-
sive lightning storm that nearly 
killed him, the bleak self-

punishment of his time in the 
monastery, the corruption that 
unleashed his anger, his trial be-
fore the most powerful man in Eu-
rope, and the staged kidnapping 
that helped him escape the death 
penalty.  

This is a highly-visual documentary 
with elaborate full-scale dramati-
zations that were filmed in the cas-
tles, monasteries and cobblestone 
streets of eastern Europe. Dozens 
of historians from Europe and the 

Americas were interviewed, with a 
careful eye to ensure all sides of 
the story are represented. The film 
is narrated by Hugh Bonneville
("Downton Abbey" and stars Pa-
draic Delany ("The Tudors," "The 
Man Who Knew Infinity").” 

Church Wide Picnic Celebration 
Sunday, October 29 after Worship 

 
As a congregation, we will continue our celebration 
of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation after 
church on Sunday, October 29.  Please be on the 
lookout for a sign-up in the Narthex as well as more 
information about the event in the announcements 
over the next few weeks.   
 
We hope you can join us for this special time of  
fellowship! 

 

Church Directory Pictures 
Sundays November 5 and November 12 

We are going to be updating the church photo direc-
tory.  There will be a photo booth setup on Novem-
ber 5 (All-Saints Sunday) and November 12.  We 
would like everyone to please take a minute after 
service to get your picture taken.  We are doing this 
in house, therefore, this is totally free!  No surprise 
sales pitch.  Afterwards you will get a digital copy of 
the photo to use as you desire.  You could use it in a 
Christmas letter or make it bigger than life to sit 
above your mantle!  In addition, the church will get a 
copy of the picture to use in the directory. Not a 
member of the church, but still want your picture 
taken?  No problem, just make sure we have an 
email to send it to you.  To Review: 

 Totally Free        

 Takes only a minute on either November 5 or  
       November 12 
 You get a copy of the picture 
 

Put on your Sunday best and stop by the photo 
booth! 

 
SOC Celebrates the 500th  

Anniversary of the Reformation 

Remember to wear  
RED to worship on  

October 29 



The annual Stewardship campaign 
will be starting soon. Actually, Stew-
ardship is a year-round activity, but 
we do need to go through the pro-
cess of “time, talent, treasure” for 
planning purposes. At Servants of 
Christ, being Stewardship Chairman 
is the easiest assignment of all be-
cause of the generosity of the mem-
bers, both financially and with vol-
unteering of time and talent. 

There are several questions that are 
asked each year. How much should I 
be giving? What should be the ratio 
of General Fund, Mission Endow-
ment and Long Term Maintenance? 
And while not always verbalized, 
how are my contributions being 
used? The Council agreed at a re-
cent meeting that the emphasis this 
year should be directed toward an-
swering these questions. 

None of these questions have easy 
or short answers. Oh, there is no 
doubt that I could give you some 
short answers, but the real answers 
are much more complex and are 
different for each individual. Let’s 
start with the breakout to each of 
the three major funds. Over a peri-
od of several years the total contri-
butions to the General Fund ranges 

from 70% to 75%, Mission Endow-
ment Fund 20% to 25% and Long 
Term Maintenance 5% to 10%. I 
won’t get into statistical detail, but 
the ratios for individual contribu-
tions have a much wider range.   

So, I guess a follow up question 
would be: “Well, what are the ratio 
of the needs of each fund?” One 
answer to that is 100% General, 0% 
Mission Endowment, 0% Long Term 
Maintenance! That may sound a 
little harsh, but on a strictly NEED 
basis to keep the church operating, 
that is how it could work. But, you 
see, that is really missing the point. 
The General Fund covers all of the 
day-to-day costs of operating the 
church and all of its programs. Long 
Term Maintenance is like an emer-
gency fund to pay for major repair 
or replacement expenses like a new 
roof or Heating and A/C. We have 
had a number of these to pay the 
last couple of years, and fortunate-
ly, we had funding in LTM to cover 
these costs. There is nothing like 
having to find money to cover these 
costs out of a General Fund that is 
not budgeted for it. So the NEED for 
LTM is not always immediate, as we 
have a good balance there, but we 

do need to keep the balance high 
enough to cover these items. 

The Mission and Outreach com-
mittee has to be the most fun of all. 
They are responsible for finding 
places to spend the money contrib-
uted to the Mission Endowment 
Fund (MEF).  Each year, 5% of the 
Fund balance is made available for 
spending. Your contributions are 
split, with 75% going into the Fund 
and 25% made available for spend-
ing. Mission and Outreach is a very 
large and important part of Servants 
of Christ. More on that another 
time. 

It is through your generosity that 
SOC has a MEF that continues to 
grow so that even more things can 
be done. Next month, I will provide 
some thoughts on the other ques-
tions. 

Annual Stewardship Campaign 
George Bueltmann, Stewardship Chair 

Lutheran World Relief Support 
Personal Care Kit Donations 

 
One of the projects that evolved from the Global Mission Event last 
weekend is the "PERSONAL CARE KITS" given to Lutheran World Relief.   
As of publishing time, we have collected 21 kits which include much 
needed personal care items such as a towel, toothbrush, comb, soap, 
and nail clippers.  THANK YOU, SOC FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  



International Mission Festival  
We had a successful Event on August 27 

Mission+Outreach Update 
 
 
Thank you for all the volunteers that helped 
with the SAWS project and the staining project 
at the Firehouse in September.   

Looking forward we would like to let you know 
of a new mission partner Kim Bueltmann, the 
niece of Pat and George Bueltmann. Many of 
you heard Kim speak at the Global Mission 
event. The Mission and Outreach Committee 
would like to add her to our prayer list and to 
encourage you to support her mission effort 
too. Kim is raising funds to go to Germany to 
assist Lutheran Churches in Germany to help 
with Refugee settlement from the Middle East. 
The Mission and Outreach Committee is going 
to pledge $1500 for this fiscal year that will be 
open for renewal.  Forms for you to also sup-
port Kim are in the Narthex by the church 
office window.  

 

We are looking forward to a great year of Sunday School 
this semester!   

We are using a anew curriculum called Faith Incubators for 
the children and Youth!   The kids will be studying the Old 
Testament and the New Testament in the next semester. 

Our Children’s Teachers are Pr. Wade with John and Andrea 
Sponsel for Middle and High School; Julia Gard, Jackie 
Wright and Joanne Powers for Elementary kids; and Bonnie 
Anderson and Toshi Hatcher for kindergarten and pre-
school.   Also Julia Gard will be planning with the children a 
fabulous skit about Martin Luther as we celebrate the 
Reformation!  GONNA BE A GREAT YEAR WE ARE SURE! 

For Adults we are continuing our Wired Word class led by 
Kathy Bender and Pastor Ted Stoneberg, and the Spanish 
Language class is led by Jesus Vesga. A new class is being 
led on Prayer by Jana Stoltenberg. 

WE encourage everyone to join us as we learn more of 
What the Bible has to say to us  and to grow your faith in 
the Lord! 

Sunday School Classes 
Classes are held after church at 10:30-11:15. 

Many thanks to all who participated in our Global 
Missions Festival and International Meal on Au-
gust 27.  We served 87 people, learned about 
ELCA missions, did some missions projects, and 
raised $1,193.32 for The Campaign for the ELCA.  
We are grateful to God and to each of you.  — 
Carla Stoneberg for the Senior Servants 



 
SOC September Events in Pictures 

 

We had perfect 
weather for the 
outdoor worship 

service and Sunday 
School Rally on  
September 10. 

SOC members worked with their team to complete a 
ramp for an Indianapolis resident September 9 for 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Senior Servants enjoy lunch downtown at the Indianapolis  
Propylaeum after visiting the Benjamin Harrison House on  

September 15 

We’re so thankful for all the hard work of SOC Volunteers 
in whipping the prayer garden back in shape with new 

stairs and handrail as well as various other updates. 

SOC hosted the MOPS for a painting 
fundraiser.  Thank you to SOC members 

who participated in this fun event. 



 

 

 

 

 

Luther World Relief Quilts 
 
 
Did you see what we were doing in the coffee area 
during the Mission Event?  We are interested in know-
ing if any of you, whether you participated that day or 
not, would be interested in in doing this again, maybe 
once or maybe regularly according to your interest.  
You do not need any previous sewing experience, just 
an interest in participating in a service project.  There 
are several jobs that don’t re-
quire sewing skills.  If you might 
be interested, please sign up in 
the Narthex.  Any questions call, 
Carolyn Konnert 317-567-0872. 

Jessie Edelman is beginning her 
second year at the Lutheran School 
of Theology at Chicago. She is very 
busy this year between extra clas-
ses, spending 7 hours a week at 
Wicker Park Lutheran Church, and 
7 hours at the Chicago Free School. 
Jessie was elected President of her 

class again, so she is busy with that as well!  She is 
incredibly thankful for the continued support from 
Servants of Christ for allowing her to be a part of so 
many great learning opportunities! 

Seminarian Update 
From Jessie Edelman 

We think of Martin 
Luther as a great 
reformer, Bible 
translator, political 
leader, fiery preach-
er, and theologian. 
But he was also a 
musician, having 

been born in an area of Germany known for its music. 
There in his little village, he grew up listening to his 
mother sing. He joined a boys’ choir that sang at wed-
dings and funerals, and he became proficient with the 
flute. When the Protestant Reformation began, Luther 
determined to restore worship to the German Church. 
He worked with skilled musicians to create new music 
for Christians, to be sung in the vernacular. He helped 
revive congregational singing and wrote many hymns. 
In the forward of a book, Luther once wrote, “Next to 
the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 
treasure in the world. It controls our thoughts, minds, 
hearts, and spirits. A person who does not regard mu-
sic as a marvelous creation of God does not deserve to 
be called a human being; he should be permitted to 
hear nothing but the braying of asses and the grunting 
of hogs.” He did not hold back, did he? Luther’s most 
famous hymn is “Ein’feste Burg ist unser Gott,”-“A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” Based on Psalm 46, it re-
flects Luther’s awareness of our intense struggle with 
Satan. In difficulty and danger, Luther would often re-
sort to this song, saying to his associate, “Come, 

Philipp, let us sing the 46th Psalm.” This is a difficult 
hymn to translate because the original German is so 
vivid. At least eighty English versions are available, 3 of 
which are available in ELW (503-505). This hymn is 
often referred to as the battle hymn of the Protestant 
Reformation. This was the hymn sung by the soldiers 
of Gustavus Adoplhus as he led his Swedish troops to 
save Germany for Protestantism. It has such force that 
at times it has been against the law to sing it. Luther’s 
faith carried him through many difficulties. This hymn 
shows us the very center of Luther’s faith, Jesus Christ. 
As we sing A Mighty Fortress Is Our God and celebrate 
500th anniversary of the Reformation on October 29, 
let us listen to these tremendous words. They tell us 
that the only all-important person in life is God. Let 
people think what they will. Let them do to us what 
they wish. God’s truth will remain. Everything else on 
earth will change, but the Kingdom of God is ever-
lasting.  

God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who 
fear it; 

For God himself fights by our side with weapons of the 
Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or 
spouse, though life be wrenched away, they cannot 
win the day. 

The kingdom’s ours forever! 

Olesya Savinkova-your faithful Minister of Music. 



 
 Confirmation Retreat 

 

New council members were intro-
duced and oriented. (SOC member 
Vicky Carron is one new council 
member).  

Four Priorities: Current work and 
opportunities regarding the synod’s 
four priorities were discussed. 

TEEM Program: Collaborative work 
was approved involving the IK Syn-
od and Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, to extend access to Theo-
logical Education for Emerging Min-
istries (TEEM). TEEM offers an alter-
native path to ELCA ordination, not 
requiring a Master’s of Divinity de-
gree, for those serving as lay minis-
ters of congregations. 

Grace and Hope Fellowship: Work 
was approved to reach out and or-
ganize a group of Christians at 
Pendleton Correctional Industrial 
Facility (Pendleton) with the goal of 
growing this group into an orga-
nized ELCA congregation called 
Grace and Hope Fellowship. This 
group will need support from con-
gregations like Servants of Christ. 

Please remember to pray for our 
synod and its leaders. 

*The IK Synod is the regional body of 
ELCA Lutheran Churches spanning 
Indiana and Kentucky, of which Serv-
ants of Christ is one. More infor-
mation at iksynod.org.  

Highlights of the September IK Synod* Council Meeting 

On September 22-24, Jalen Bar-
nett, Sydney Barnett, and Ian 
McLaughlin attended the fall 
Confirmation Retreat.  Together 
with 100 other youth and adults, 
they spent the weekend learning 

about how they are shaped by 
the reformation 500 years ago, 
and how God is calling them to 
be reformers of church and soci-
ety today.  Just like Queen Esther 
being placed at just the right 

time and place to save the Jew-
ish people, so too are each of us 
placed in a particular time and 
place to reform the world today.   

(Illustration of the “Four Priorities”) 



 

 

 

 

 Abundant Life 

The Abundant Life article will feature a different 
story each month about how God has used YOU, 
to give abundant life to others.  As it says in 
John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.” 

He is dead. When? How? Why did it take so long? As 
the questions arose, intellectually, I was flooded with 
emotions.  Reality set in, and for the first time in 17 
years, I knew that I was not only safe at last, but free. 

This man took me down a path that can only be de-
scribed as a living hell, as few have truly experienced. 
He came in my life, soon after the death of my sister, 
when I was sad and vulnerable. Within 6 months I 
found myself  in more danger than I had ever been in 
my entire life.  

This man was truly a monster in disguise. He took me 
away from my home, where I was to learn, that not 
only was he violent but wicked and satanic.  There 
were times when I was spoken to and I didn’t know 
what I was hearing, but it was not human. I saw dis-
torted shadows on the walls, and evil so chilling, that I 
didn’t know if I would make it out alive.  

He beat me to the point that I was unable to hear for 
several years, and injured to the point that I could 
barely walk. He nearly left me for dead.  I was no long-
er a person, but an animal being hunted and tortured. 
Ultimately fear and looking over my shoulders became 
my way of life. 

Because of his way of life and power, his contacts were 
more far reaching than even I would have believed.  
After my escape, I became target with a bounty on my 
head.  My home was bugged, my car was tampered 
with, and 4 states later, after I went on a job interview, 
I was phoned that same afternoon, told that I was to 
never return to their place of business, and hung up 
on. I was forced to constantly hide in anticipation of 
being traced again, until one day, I was so exhausted, I 
didn’t care anymore, and swore to run no more.   

So now, years later, and with 
sweet relief, the nightmares 
were over. I could breathe with 
a sense of wellness and free-
dom that I didn’t even know I 
didn’t have until that very mo-
ment. The chains to my pasts 
were broken. I finally under-
stood myself a bit more that 
night.  I hold in many secrets 
that I am slowly opening to 

even now. Fear of others reactions still get to me. Peo-
ple who are in violent situations, leave with terror for 
legitimate reasons. People who stay, know that each 
day they are there, their lives are in danger. It is a trap 
that’s almost impossible to get out of, and sadly many 
still end up dead. Others, like me, live in a fear that 
cannot be explained, regardless of how their lives are 
so different regardless of how much time has passed. 

Letting go and forgetting are two different things. As is 
forgiving and being terrified of that same person are 
also different. The issue was never forgiveness. It was 
absolute fear in spite of it.   

Mark 11:22 is my saving grace.  Jesus answered Have 
faith in God. That one simple statement. Have faith. It 
has never failed me. Those times when I was found, I 
escaped as Mary as Joseph did from Bethlehem. When 
I was tortured, my body was bruised and broken, as 
was Jesus on the cross, and yet he rose from the dead 
and lives today. Isn’t that what happens to us when we 
come from bad situations? I live because God saved 
me time and time again.  I am stronger because with 
God, all things are possible. And I forgive, because 
that’s what God commands me to do. And I rejoice, 
because though it all, I have never been, nor shall I ev-
er be alone.   -  Abby Vesga 

 

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month and we use purple to signify support for DV 
survivors and victims. For more general information 
about domestic violence, including potential warning 
signs for emotional, physical, or sexual abuse, visit 
the National Domestic Violence Hotline's infor-
mation page: Is This Abuse? Get the Facts.  

If you are in an abusive relationship, please contact 
Pastor Wade or one of the following organizations 
immediately. 

Domestic Violence Network - dvnconnect.org/ 
9245 N. Meridian St, Suite 235 
Indpls, IN 46260      Phone: (317) 872-1086 

Colburn Place for Safe Haven - coburnplace.org/ 
604 E 38th St, Indpls, 46205   Phone: (317) 923-5750 

http://www.thehotline.org/get-educated/what-is-domestic-violence/
http://www.thehotline.org/is-this-abuse/
http://dvnconnect.org/
http://coburnplace.org/
https://www.google.com/search?site=async/lcl_akp&q=coburn+place+phone&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwju35ybqq_WAhVI34MKHR4jCzkQ6BMIGTAE
javascript:void(0)


 
Prayer for Victims of  
Domestic Violence 
 
God of peace, there are many homes 
and many people who need your pro-
tection and peace today. Right now 
there are many, many women and 
children who live under the dark 
weight of the fear of violence right in 
their own homes. We pray for your 
protection, and for wisdom for friends 
and officials to help bring that right 
protection to them. We pray for the 
many perpetrators. who themselves 
feel powerless and confused about 
their relationships. We ask that you 
would help them find healthy ways to 
work out their frustrations and to find 
hope without resorting to destructive 
impulses. God, work in our country to 
stem this epidemic. We ask for your 
perfect peace…Amen.  

 

October Birthdays 

 Max Burris   October 2 

 Shirley Holmes  October 9 
 Lori Allen   October 10 
 Cathy Lucht   October 10 
 Matt McLaughlin  October 10 
 John Sponsel  October 11 
 Dan Burris   October 17 
 Rebecca Anderson  October 17 
 Abby Vesga   October 19 
 Bill Stoltenberg  October 19 
 Duke Anderson  October 23 
 Jordan Wolfred  October 23 
 Joanne Powers  October 29 

Did You Know??? 
A Note from our Mission Ambassador,  
Carla Stoneberg 

Our national church has a program called AMMPARO 
(the acronym suggests the Spanish word “amparo,” 
meaning "shelter or protection”) for migrant children 
and their families.  Our Pr. Nancy Nyland has written a 
letter to the I-K Synod leaders describing the program, 
part of which I’ll copy here.  She invites us to consider 
becoming a “Welcoming Congregation.”   

I am writing to invite you to participate in the ELCA 
Welcoming Congregations Network of AMMPARO 
(Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advo-
cacy, Representation and Opportunities). The network 
was initiated by the Southwest California Synod in re-
sponse to a declaration of a joint commitment to mi-
grant ministry signed by the ELCA bishops of the com-
panion synods with the church in El Salvador and has 
now expanded to other ELCA synods. Now this network 
is being developed here in our Indiana-Kentucky Mis-
sion Territory.  

 Welcoming Congregations make a commitment to: 
 welcome and minister to migrant guests and identify 
a contact person in the congregation who speaks 
enough Spanish for basic communication;  

 attend occasional meetings of the Welcoming Con-
gregations Network in your synod for mutual support, 
fellowship and training;  

 participate in conference calls for updates on the cur-
rent situation of migration of children and families 
and receive policy updates; and  

 advocate for public policy that will positively impact 
the current immigration crisis – including working in 
partnership with the ELCA Washington Office and Lu-
theran Immigration and Refugee Service on immigra-
tion reform.  

AMMPARO: A Call to Welcome - Please prayerfully 
consider participating in the ELCA Welcoming Congre-
gations Network of AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant 
Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and 
Opportunities). Please click here to read the full letter 
of invitation to participate from Nancy Nyland, Director 
for Evangelical Mission. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y-Ed4WSOBxMabDIrF5F-aeD8ScPffqWHetdRT_XIjI368HsgfxCHx49raR_Mfx1dLi2YxiF26W16MiefEAg_4QOmLH7mX0MQwKq20_pfAmpZDhzZrFPk-hK9_K5HMvl0GUsplA1ul6RfU-WEVy_vn81hZF3EmAyS7NxAfS6H3RxjPTHdq3i7C2RzUs7N4wd637UfpUGq9jkgryyb6K95U7fUMzZWQFHvpNAg


 

 
 

October Church Events 

 
10/4   -     God Loves Geeks - 7:00 pm  

10/8   -     Church Council - 11:30 am  

10/9   -     Worship+Music - 7:00 pm  

10/10 -     Mission+Outreach - 6:30 pm  

10/14 -     Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 am  

10/15 -     Pack College Care Packages  
  - 10:30 am  

10/19 -     MOPS - 9:30 am  

10/20  -    Senior Servants - 11:30 am  

10/27 -     Reformation Movie Night - 7:00 pm 

10/29 -     Reformation Sunday (Wear Red) 
        Church Picnic - 10:30 am  

10/31 -     Selah Book Group - 7:00 pm  

 

 

Weekly Events Calendar 

 
Sunday School - Sundays, 10:30 am 
Deeper in the Word - Thursdays, 10:00 am 
AA Meeting - Fridays, 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

GOD LOVES GEEKS // October 4 // 7:00 pm // God Loves 
Geeks Boldly Goes Where No Group has Gone Before!  On 
Wednesday, October 4 at 7:00 p.m. we will gather to 
watch the premiere episode of the first Star Trek: Discov-
ery series.  All are welcome, even if you don’t consider 
yourself a trekkie.  We will discuss the adventure into the 
unknown and compare it to how the life of discipleship is 
often an adventure into the unknown!     

MONTHLY MEN’S BREAKFAST // October 14 // 8:30 
am //  The monthly Men’s Breakfast meeting will be on 
Saturday, October 14, from 8:30-10:00 a.m.  If you would 
like a breakfast from Lincoln Square Pancake House, 
please let Ted Stoneberg (336-7897 or tastone-
berg@anderson.edu) know by Friday noon October 13.  
Coffee and juices will be available for everyone who joins 
us.  We will be Dwelling in the Word, a process of applying 
scripture to our lives.  No preparation is necessary.  Simply 
come and participate with your wisdom and voice in our 
discussion.    

MOPS // October 19 // 9:30 am // If you know of any 
mothers of preschoolers who could benefit from the spir-
itual growth and support offered through a MOPS group, 
please have them call the office or visit 
www.servantsofchrist.org/#!mops/cx5c.   

SENIOR SERVANTS // October 20 // 11:30 am // On Octo-
ber 20 at 11:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall, we will hear 
from Andrew Flittner, Independent Senior Insurance Advi-
sor & Benefits Consultant:  "Medicare Options” Please 
contact Carla Stoneberg, cstoneberg99@gmail.com for 
more information.  

SELAH BOOK GROUP // October 31 // 7:00 pm // The 
next Selah Book Group will meet October 31 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Home of Diane Marten.  We will discuss “Skeletons 
at the Feast” by Greg Bohjallan.                                               

SOC News & Events 

http://www.servantsofchrist.org/#!mops/cx5c
mailto:cstoneberg99@gmail.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:00 am  
Sunday School 10:30 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 
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