
 

I came that they may have life, and have it 
to the full. - John 10:10 

I love sports.  As a com-
petitive soccer player and 
swimmer through much 
of my childhood, I always 
wanted to become a pro-
fessional athlete.  One of 
the best parts of any com-
petition was running out 
of the locker room and 
onto the field of play.  
Often times, before ath-
letes run out of the tun-
nel, they slap a motiva-
tional sign or good luck 
charm to focus them and 
give hope and courage as 
they go into the match. 

Obviously, the whole pro-
fessional athlete thing did 
not work out, but I still 
have the “tradition” of the 
running out of the tunnel. 
This sign hangs right by 
the door, and while I don’t 
touch it for good luck, it 
does remind me each day 
of what I strive to do in 
worship, teaching, and for 
simply just living. 

This season of the 
church year is green 
to remind us that it 
is a growing season.  
We grow in faith, we 
show our faith, and 
we live it for our-
selves.  As we live 
our faith, it is natu-
ral to loan it to 
those who are low 

on their faith, to give it to 
those who have never had 
any of it to begin with.  
This becomes our focus in 
our daily discipleship and 
apostle-ship.  For each  
day our offering is as a 
living sacrifice by living 
out our faith.  This verse 
reminds me that every-
thing that I do from morn-
ing to night can be seen as 
an act of living faith.   

What verses or sign do 
you have hanging in a 
prominent place around 
your home or office that 
gives you daily encourage-
ment and focus to grow in 
your faith?  If nothing 
comes to mind, take some 
time this week to discover 
what might be a helpful 
reminder for you.  Then  
you can start each day like 
you are running out of the 
tunnel, ready to live and 
grow by faith.     

Faith, Live It 
Pr. Wade Apel 
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Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacri-
fice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. Romans 12:1 



Building Faith Families  
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into Everyday Family Life 

Vacation Bible School has been a staple of the church 
for over 50 years.  While it has changed over the 
years, the impact has not diminished.  VBS can teach 
and inspire children into a life of faith. 

1.  It brings the entire church together for a common 
goal for a week: teach youth about Jesus.  I consider 
VBS to be on par with intensive swimming les-
sons.  You can take lessons once a week for months 
and see steady growth and comfort in the wa-
ter.  However, when you take lessons daily for a week 
or two, a person will often grow exponentially and 
spur on further desire to keep growing.  The same 
happens with daily worship, bible study, and prayer.   

2. The daily worship that is geared towards children 
enriches their connection to God.  I find that the songs 
are more simply written than much of what is sung on 
Sunday, but it reinforces the tenants of our beliefs in a 

way that touches their souls.  From the motions, repe-
tition, and energy that spills over into the car and 
chores and the rest of the week.  What joy spreads 
when our little ones learn to sing praises to God! 

VBS is a great first introduction for friends, neigh-
bors,  or grandchildren who are not currently part of a 
faith community.  During VBS, children will experience 
the church at its best.  Working and serving side by 
side with one another to share the love of 
Christ.  They may not join the church or seek to be 
baptized from this experience, but this brief encoun-
ter can lead them into a relationship with their crea-
tor.   

While there are many more reason VBS is important, 
these are just a few to encourage you to bring your 
children and others to a great week of VBS at SOC.  It 
will be an exhausting week, but oh! so rewarding.  

At Maker Fun Facto-
ry VBS, kids discov-
er not only that God 
made them the way 
they are, but for a 
purpose too. Maker 
Fun Factory is filled 
with incredible Bi-
ble-learning experi-
ences kids see, 
hear, touch, and 

even taste! Sciency-Fun Gizmos™, team-building 
games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few 
of the standout activities that help faith flow into real 
life. (Since everything is hands-on, kids might get a 
little messy. Be sure to send them in play clothes and 
safe shoes.) Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see 
evidence of God in everyday life—something we call 
God Sightings. Get ready to hear that phrase a lot!  

Your kids will also participate in a hands-on mission 

project, through a program called Operation Kid-to-
Kid™, that will let the kids in our community show 
God’s mighty love to needy remote villages in Peru. 

Parents, grandparents, and friends are invited to join 
us at Funshop Finale for each day at 7:40 -8:00 p.m.,  a 
daily exploration of our Maker—God! 

So mark these dates on your calendar: Monday, July 10 

– Friday, July 14.  The fun starts at 5:30 p.m. with  
dinner for the whole family and will end at 8:00 pm.  
Register your children for this life-changing adventure 
at www.servantsofchrist.org!  Cost is only $10 total per 
child and that will include dinner each night for the 
whole family and a t-shirt for the attendee. 

VBS is for kids going into kindergarten through 5th 
Grade. 

We are in need of parent volunteers!  If you would 
like to help, please contact Jordan Wolfred (317) 771-
5713.   

Send your kids on an imaginative, impacting adventure! 
VBS 2017 

http://www.servantsofchrist.org


International Mission Festival 
Sunday, August 27 

All SOC members and friends (and especially 
teens and children) are invited to a mission 
festival and international dinner in the  
fellowship hall on Sunday, August 27, 5:00 
p.m.  The event will be hosted by the Senior 
Servants.   

Come and learn what our ELCA is doing in 
international and national missions today.  
More than 225 ELCA missionaries, including 
Young Adults in Global Mission, serve in 
more than 40 countries, invited by global 
church partners to work together hand-in-
hand. Come and hear some of their stories! 

Mission+Outreach Update 
Barb Andrews 

Habitat for Humanity is one of our Mission Part-
ners. They have invited us to volunteer onsite for 
the Interfaith Build and to pray for the families 
and those on the build site. If you want to volun-
teer to help build, the 2017 build time frame is 
September 5th to December 1. The build location 
is just north of downtown.  If you want further 
information please see the flyer on the Mission 
bulletin board or Cindy Stone. 

Also, the Bed in a Bag project has been a great 
success:  150 beds were picked up June 14, and 
we have enough money to purchase an addition-
al 25!  These additional beds will be purchased 
when the school district is ready for them. God 
called us to fill a need in our community, and 
Servants of Christ joyfully filled that need! 

God Loves Geeks  
Small Group  

God Loves Geeks – does that describe you?  Do 
you enjoy all things Geeky, such as Super Heroes 
and Sci-Fi.  Are you a fan of Marvel, or DC?  The 
Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, and Doctor 
Who?  Whether you like to read it, watch it, or 
both, you are welcome to join in the first of many 
meetings of  God Love Geeks.  Together we will 
discuss these stories and how we see images of 
our faith in them.    

 
When:   

Thursday, July 27 
Time:  7:00 pm 

Location:   
SOC Library 
Questions:   

Contact Pr. Wade 



Did You Know??? 
A Note from our Mission Ambassador,  
Carla Stoneberg 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) sent more than 500,000 
quilts to people in South America, Africa, southeast 
Asia, and other areas in 2016.  These blankets were 
made by loving hands in Lutheran churches all over the 
USA and Canada. Several years ago I saw a LWR quilt in 
a shanty in a slum in Africa, where it was deeply appre-
ciated by the impoverished family, and that was an ex-
perience I’ll never forget.   

LWR is an international NGO (non-governmental or-
ganization) that focuses on sustainable development 

projects, disaster relief, and recovery.  Initiated in 1945 
to help with post-WWII recovery in Europe, this NGO 
has by now improved the lives of millions over the 
years. 

Thank you for your weekly offerings, a portion of which 
goes to support LWR.  To learn more, Google 
"Lutheran World Relief" and go to their official web-
site, or read more in Wikipedia or on one of the other 
listings. 

To My Church Family, 

Thank you so much for all the loving prayers, touching cards, 
and thoughtful emails after the recent passing of my dad. You 
don’t know what it meant to me and my family knowing that 
we had your caring support.  

With Love and Appreciation, 
Julie Benson & Family 

 

Sisters and Brothers of Servants of Christ,  

Often times pastors ask the questions, “What makes your heart sing?”  I can say that personally, and 
on behalf of Roots of Life in Noblesville, our answer is: Servants of Christ makes our heart sing!    

We thank you so very much for the most generous gift you gave to us for mission support.  You are a 
model of stewardship and hospitality for the whole church!  It Is in your DNA to be generous people for 
the sake of the world through Jesus Christ.   

My hope is that we, your grandchild, take your lessons of stewardship and grow into a church commu-
nity that makes a difference in the world.  Our hope is that some day we will be able to bless another 
congregation with generosity such as you! 

May God continue to be revealed as you continue on your faith journey.   

With love + joy, Pastor Teri, Roots of Life  

 

Boyd and I would like to thank everyone for their prayers and for the many wonderful cards and 
notes we have received these past two months!  These TRULY helped! – Loreen Burns  



 

 

 

 

What are the es-
sentials of Chris-
tian worship? The 
Use of the Means 
of Grace by ELCA 
puts the shape of 
Sunday worship in 

this way: “We gather in song and prayer, confess-
ing our need of God. We read the Scriptures and 
hear them preached. We profess our faith and 
pray for the world, sealing our prayers with a sign 
of peace. We gather an offering for the poor and 
for the mission of the Church. We set our table 
with bread and wine, give thanks and praise to 
God, proclaiming Jesus Christ, and eat and drink. 
We hear the blessing of God and are sent out in 
mission to the world.”  

We do the whole thing musically. The Lutheran 
churches have, since their earliest days, used both 
hymns and chant to unfold the flow of the whole 
service. Lutherans have echoed that assembly 

flow by singing the same hymns at home and by 
learning the chants by heart. Martin Luther said: 
“Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music 
is the greatest treasure in the world. It controls 
our thoughts, minds, hearts, and spirits. Our dear 
fathers and prophets did not desire without rea-
son that music be always used in the churches. 
Hence, we have so many songs and psalms. This 
precious gift has been given to man alone that he 
might thereby remind himself that God has creat-
ed man for the express purpose of praising and 
extolling God.”  

Font, table, prayer, word, music and an assembly 
of seeking souls are the central things of worship 
because they are the gift of God for the life of the 
world, and because by them God continually 
brings us again, together, into faith and so into 
hope and love. Can you imagine worship without 
these essential things?  

Olesya Savinkova-your faithful Minister of Music. 

Thank You: Normandale Youth 
Choir Concert  
 

 

On June 16 and 17, we welcomed the Normandale 

Youth Choir from Edina, Minnesota. We provided din-

ner for them, bed and breakfast at host families, and 

they presented us with a wonderful concert filled 

with some of the favorites like “For the Beauty of the 

Earth”, “Ubi Caritas” and many others. It was a great 

experience for all! My huge thanks go out to Thrivent 

Financial for providing us with money for dinner and t

-shirts for the youth, those who helped with dinner, 

and especially the host families: The Gard Family; 

Lauren Daniels and her in-laws, Mr. and Mrs. Daniels;  

Diane Marten; Kathy Bender; Pat and George  

Bueltmann; Bob and Becky Holst; Bill and Lynne 

Bushlack; Pr. Wade, Pr. Heather and Jillian Apel. I 

couldn’t have done it without all of you! Thank you to 

those who attended the concert as well.  - Gratefully, 

Olesya Savinkova. 



 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone for your wonderful participation 
in this effort!  I believe we made a huge impact.  Dis-
cussion with the staffs of the Congresspeople and 
Senators was excellent.  We built new relationships 
and continued to strengthen others.  

Some information for you.... 

• 2,395 total letters were written 
- 1,018 to Young 
- 657 to Donnelly 
- 325 to Brooks 
- 195 to Carson 
- 165 to Hollingsworth 
- 27 to Rokita 
- 8 to Messer 

• 28 churches and 1 retirement community partici-
pated   

• Over 35 different people participated in delivering 
the letters to the following people: 

  - Monica Kozlowski, District Director for  
             Senator Young 
   - Brandon Herget, Deputy State Director for 
            Senator Donnelly 
         - Oliver Wise, Executive Assistant to Congress-  
            woman Brooks 

      - Megan Sims, District Director for Congressman 
           Carson 
    - Congressman Trey Hollingsworth (facilitated by 
          Tom Blake) 
       - John Hatter, Director of Constituent Services  
           for Congressman Messer (facilitated by Larry 
           Lindley) 
       - Jonathan Matthews, Staff for Congressman 
           Rokita (facilitated by Patti O'Callaghan) 

Bread for Life Letter Writing Campaign 
 

Grateful Dads Hair Braiding Event 
 

The Father’s Day Grateful Dad Hair Braiding Class on June 
18 at SOC was a great success.  We had about 7 girls and 
their fathers participate in an hour long class learning a 
classic braid, a Dutch braid, how to pin up a bun with 
bobby pins and more.   

The dads were given complimentary de-tangler, a hair-
brush, and other items to help them learn.  There were a 
lot of smiles and a lot of laughter.   

WISH-TV Channel 8 News even came to the event to 
chronicle the bonding that happens in these classes and 
the confidence the dads gain in learning to do hair.  
We’re happy that Servants of Christ is spotlighted for 
helping to strengthen daddy/daughter relationship!  Click 
HERE to see the news coverage.   

http://wishtv.com/2017/06/20/greenwood-dad-tries-to-make-impact-in-helping-fathers-with-daughters-hair-care/


 

 
 

July & August Church 
Events 

 
7/4   -    OFFICE CLOSED to observe 
                       Independence Day  

7/8 -      Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 am  

7/10- 7/14   VBS Dinner - 5:30 pm 
           VBS Program - 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

7/25 -    Selah Book Group - 7:00 pm  

7/27 -    God Loves Geeks - 7:00 pm 

 

 

8/12 -    Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 am  
     LifeLine Screening - 8:30 am 

8/24 -    God Loves Geeks - 7:00 pm 

8/27 -    International Mission Festival &  
  Dinner - 5:00 pm 

8/29 -    Selah Book Group - 7:00 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Events Calendar 

 
Adult Sunday School - Sundays, 10:30 am 
Deeper in the Word - Thursdays, 10:00 am 
AA Meeting - Fridays, 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

MONTHLY MEN’S BREAKFAST // July 8 & August 12 // 
8:30 am //  Our Men’s Breakfasts will be Saturday, Ju-
ly 8 and August 12 from 8:30-10:00 a.m.  If you would 
like a breakfast from Lincoln Square Pancake House, 
please let Ted Stoneberg (336-7897 or tastone-
berg@anderson.edu) know the Friday prior by noon.  
We will be Dwelling in the Word, a process of applying 
scripture to our lives.  No preparation is necessary.  
Simply come and participate with your wisdom and 
voice in our discussion. 
 
MOPS // August 17 // 9:30 am // If you know of any 
mothers of preschoolers who could benefit from the 
spiritual growth and support offered through a MOPS 
group, please have them call the office or visit 
www.servantsofchrist.org/#!mops/cx5c.   
 
SENIOR SERVANTS // September 25 // 11:30 am // 
The next Senior Servants pitch-in luncheon will be 
held Friday, September 15, 2017, 11:30 a.m., in the 
fellowship hall.  Pr. Heather Apel will take us on a 
“tour” of the Holy Land.  Her photography is magnifi-
cent.  All seniors are welcome to attend! 
 
SELAH BOOK GROUP // July 25 & August 29 // 7:00 
pm // The next Selah Book Group will meet at the 
home of Kathy Bender at 7:00 p.m. on July 25.  We will 
discuss “Lady Cop Makes Trouble” by Amy Stewart. 
 
On August 29, Selah Book Group will meet at the 
home of Joanne Randall at 7:00 p.m. to discuss 
“Stalin's Last American Spy” by Katie Marton. 

SOC News & Events 

http://www.servantsofchrist.org/#!mops/cx5c
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:00 am  
Sunday School 10:30 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 
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