
 

I came that they may have life, and have it 
to the full. - John 10:10 

In the middle of winter, the 
darkness seems to creep into 
our being.  When the Wind-
chill reaches the negatives 
for weeks at a time, and the 
most dependable things (car, 
heater, water pipes) begin to 
break down, the darkness 
creeps in.  The cold and the 
dark makes even the young 
feel old, the limber become 
stiff, and the hopeful turn to 
lament.  All of that can come 
from just the weather and 
the change in the sea-
sons.  God knows that there 
are bigger, deeper, and long-
er lasting problems than just 
the seasons.  That is why it is 
no accident that in the mid-
dle of the winter, in the mid-
dle of the night (a Silent and 
Holy Night) the words of Je-
sus can shatter the dark-
ness.  I am the light.  Of your 
life, and the light of the 
world.  Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life. 

As we journey together 
through the sea-
son of Epiphany, 
take with you the 
hope that Jesus is 
the light of your 
life.  The season 
begins with the 
story of Jesus 
being baptized, 
and we are re-
minded of our 

own baptism.  The moment 
when you can point to the 
heavens being torn apart for 
you, so that the light of the 
world might dwell in you for-
ever. As we progress through 
this season, we will see the 
light of the world calling the 
ordinary to follow Him, and 
breaking the darkness of a 
man possessed by de-
mons. Finally, the season will 
end with the story of the 
transfiguration of Jesus, and 
we are reminded yet again 
that the light of the world 
has transformed our lives 
forever.   

No matter what darkness you 
find yourself in today, re-
member the one about who 
it was said, the light shines in 
the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it 
(John 1:5).  For whoever fol-
lows Jesus, will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the 
light of life.  Thanks be to 
God.  Amen.   

Walking in darkness, and the cold!  
Pr. Wade Apel 
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When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.- John 8:12 



Building Faith Families  
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into Everyday Family Life 

 

As we kick off the new year and the 90 day bi-
ble challenge, your children might see you dig-
ging into the bible a little bit more and want to 
join in.  While he or she might not be ready to 
jump into an in-depth study bible, that doesn’t 
mean that they aren’t ready to take the next 
step in reading the Bible.  How do you know 
which Bible is right for them?  According to 
Jeannie Cunnion, with FaithGateway.com.  
when considering a new Bible, there are really 
two types:  Storybook Bibles and Full Text Bi-
bles.  The Storybook Bibles only contain the 
most memorable stories and are simplified to a 
wide range of reading levels.  Full Text Bibles 
contain the entire cannon of scripture, but 
with age appropriate notes and devotions.   

Here are a few questions to get your started.   

 What is my child’s age/ reading level? 
 For what purpose will my child use this Bible? 

 Do we have a translation preference? 
 Does my child prefer items specific to their 

gender? 
 Is my child drawn to realistic images or car-

toon style images? 

If you aren’t sure which is right, the church li-
brary and pastor’s study have a wide selection 
that you can borrow or try before you buy.  Ei-
ther way, God promises that His Word will nev-
er return void.       

To read the full article:  
http://www.faithgateway.com/how-to-choose-
a-bible/#.Wk2XoGinHIU 
 

Video more your preference?  Watch it here: 
https://youtu.be/7GMgTPeeF7E?
list=PL88C6294EBFC555EA 

http://www.faithgateway.com/how-to-choose-a-bible/#.Wk2XoGinHIU
http://www.faithgateway.com/how-to-choose-a-bible/#.Wk2XoGinHIU
https://youtu.be/7GMgTPeeF7E?list=PL88C6294EBFC555EA
https://youtu.be/7GMgTPeeF7E?list=PL88C6294EBFC555EA


Stewardship Update 
George Bueltmann, Stewardship Chair 

Mark your calendars for the 
Mission Partner’s Brunch 

 

February 25, 10:30 a.m. 
Dave Withey - Neighborlink 

 

Be on the lookout for a  
sign-up in the Narthex  

May you find peace in the New Year.  Thank you for 
your Time & Talent Sheets and for your Financial 
Response Cards. If you have not yet sent in a Re-
sponse Card, you may still do that at any time. I am 
happy to report the final figure for 2017 Mission 
Endowment Fund is $84,950. Twenty-five percent 
of that will be available for the Mission and Out-
reach Committee in the next fiscal year, with the 
remainder being deposited in the investment ac-
count. Financial Responses for 2018 show an in-
crease to the MEF, so with the Matching Challenge 
for 2018, I expect the 2018 figure will be even high-
er. Our Mission Partners thank you for this support. 

Keep in mind that Stewardship goes beyond the 
church. Particularly in this bitter cold of winter, 
think about how you can help others. Watch out 
for any elderly or disabled neighbors. Maybe they 
need someone to do some shopping for them. 
Maybe you can use your snow blower to clear their 
walks and driveways. Maybe YOU need some help. 
Don’t hesitate to call someone to help out. Let 
them be good stewards. And think Spring! Maybe 
you can start a vegetable garden this year. 

God Loves Geeks 
Meetings for January & February 

Many Sci-fi and Fantasy films create a religion 
that interacts with their story lines.   Some-
times their view of faith are compelling and 
sometimes they are cringe-worthy.  This 
month we will consider 2 such examples of 
religion in film and how we view them as 
“outsiders” to that religion.  We will then con-
template how those outside the Christian 
faith may view our faith practices.  Come and 
join our discussion on January 16 at 7:00 p.m.! 
 

What’s on DECK:  I’m glad you asked.  God 
Loves Geeks is feeling the love with Valentines 
Day right around the corner!  We will be dis-
cussing the cult classic, 
The Princess Bride. You 
may be thinking, love, 
romance, courtship, 
what does that have to 
do with the Bible?  The 
date and time of the 
meeting will be deter-
mined “as you wish” at 
the January . 

Mission+Outreach Update 
Barb Andrews & Julie Benson 

The Mission+Outreach Committee will begin plan-
ning for mission grants at our January 16 meeting 
at 6:00 p.m.  We are looking for more members to 
join our discussion. Please see Barb Andrews, Cindy 
Stone or Pastor Apel to talk about the committee. 
Please also mark your calendar for our Mission 
Partner Brunch on February 25 with Dave Withey 
from Neighbor Link.  

https://www.nlindy.org/


Christmas Pageant Cuteness 
 



 

 
 
 

 
Bruce Allen  January 3 
William Ehlhardt  January 3 
Alex Wolfred  January 6 
Mike Lamb   January 8 
Tim Matthews January 10 
Ashley Offenbach January 11 
Sydney Daniels January 14 
Rick Lucht  January 14 
Ted Prange  January 17 

 
 
 
 

Jim Blodgett  February 1 
Mary Beth Kruty February 2 
Alan Shoaf  February 4 
Sidney Grove February 9 
Bob Holst  February 13 
Tadd Nyland  February 15 
Julia Gard  February 16 
Lindsay Stone February 16 
Linda Dooley February 17 
Kathy Bender February 19 
Olivia Halpern February 19 
Barb Gehris  February 21 
Barb Andrews February 22 
Suzanne Aldridge February 23 
Do Stoltenberg February 25 
Kristen Wolfred February 25 
Addie Yoder  February 28 

“Music heals the 
soul.” I think it to 
be true. If I’m 
feeling sad, I lis-
ten to or play 
music. Have you 
ever turned to 

music when you were feeling low or if some-
thing bad happened in your life?  
 

One of my favorite hymns is ELW #785-It Is 
Well with My Soul.  The music was written by 
Philip Bliss. The words written by Horatio 
Spafford in 1876 after tragic events in his life. 
He lost his son at the age of 2, and lost finan-
cially because of the Great Chicago Fire of 
1871. In 1873, his wife and daughters traveled 
to Europe on a ship that sunk, and his four 
daughters were killed. Composer Philip Bliss 

called his tune Ville Du Havre after the sunken 
ship. No matter the horrible events in his life, 
he persevered and went on with his life. No 
matter our own trials, remember that our 
Christ has died for us. I hope music will heal 
your soul every Sunday and every day. 
    

Though Satan should buffet,  
Though trials should come, 

Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 
 

It is well, (it is well), 
With my soul, (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well, with my soul. 
 

Olesya Savinkova-your faithful Minister of Music. 

January Birthdays 
 

February Birthdays 

! 



 

The Sharing Place Needs  
Diapers!!! 

 
Babies are expensive. Help us ease the  

burden on new mothers! The Sharing Place is  
currently in need of diapers sizes 2 and up.  

Donations can be dropped off in the shopping 
cart in the Narthex or at the Sharing Place on 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 am 
to 3:00 pm.  

Abundant Life  
Where Jesus Showed Up This Christmas 

Remember that giant pile of toys/
diapers/hats/gloves/socks/
underwear you collected at church?  
Wonder where it went?  I found it 
all at the Lutheran Child and Family 
Services Christmas Store! 

Picture this:  The Fellowship Hall at 
Gethsemane Lutheran was set with 
a maze of tables, items neatly orga-
nized into categories.  (I think I rec-
ognized some items that were col-
lected by Servants of Christ.) Each 
parent was allowed “points” for 
their children, so that kids got toys 
(age appropriate), socks & under-
wear, hat & gloves, several stocking 
stuffers – and the family got a 
game, a household item, and a gift 
card.  

My partner, Carolyn Konnert, used 
a checklist to make sure all the right 
things were gathered, while I car-
ried big plastic bags to hold the 
treasures as parents made choices.  
We hosted mothers one at a time, 
focusing on one of their children at 
a time. Round and round we’d go, 
through the maze, until shopping 
was complete. 

Mom #1.  In her 50’s, she had 
adopted 4 siblings, ages 7, 6, 4, and 
3.  With every bag filled, there was 
still more to come, and this mother 
shed a few tears. 

Me: So, how many loads of 
laundry do you do each week? 

Mom:  I just wait until I fill 5 
bags, and then spend the day at 
the laundromat.  It’s expensive! 

Me:  I think you are a saint for 
taking on four kids… 

We put the bags into her car.  She 
hugged me, and gave ME a blessing 
– which I’m passing on to you.  

Mom #2.  She looked like a teenag-
er.  Her name wasn’t on the list.  
She hadn’t called her social worker 
to get signed up. All the LCFS spots 
were full; she was too late for this 
year.  Alternatives?  She could dial 
211 for information about other 
resources in Marion County.   

She went away empty-handed. 

Mom #3.  She also looked quite 
young. She brought a tiny new baby 
in a carrier. I was thrilled to make 
happy faces at the baby, but Mom 
seemed disinterested.  I think this is 
a sign of depression… and why not?  
On her list were names of 6 (six!) 
children – 12, 9, 7, 4, 3, and new-
born.  She tried to match hats/
gloves, toys, and underwear for 
each child.  Her eyes constantly 
scanned the tables, but she didn’t 
show much joy. 

Me:  You must be exhausted.  
And who’s going to bring a spe-
cial gift for you? 

Mom:  Who knows? 

I put my arm around her and car-
ried the 5 bags to her friend’s car.  
She may have given me a half smile.  
She was tired, and ready to go. 

Mom #4.  She came with her sister, 
both attractive younger women.  
The sister works at a local fast-food 

restaurant, but this mother is rais-
ing 5 children – 12, 8, 4, and the 18 
month-old twins.  The sisters were 
delightful!  They chatted happily 
about what each child might like, 
and made sure they used their 
points wisely.  They even chose a 
household item that could double 
as a Christmas gift for their own 
mother. 

Me: What are you women up to 
today? 

Mom:  My sister just got off 
work, and we are here for 
Christmas shopping. 

Me:  You look happy. 

Mom:  Yes, ma’am! 

Mom’s sister: (In a whisper, 
which I overheard.)  Why don’t 
stores offer more dolls with 
darker skin and curly hair?  That 
look like us? 

Me: (Wow, I never even 
thought about that… I was 
speechless…) 

They kept thanking me – which I 
am also passing along to you. For 
your generosity. For remembering 
“the poor.” For taking time to pur-
chase gifts. For supporting LCFS.  
For bringing good news to some 
people in need.   

I had a lovely time. I learned some-
thing.  And I’m pretty sure Jesus 
was there, giving US a blessing. 

 
Deaconess Diane Marten 
December 12, 2017 



 

 
 

January Church Events 

 
1/8   -    Worship+Music - 7:00 pm  

1/13 -    Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 a.m. 

1/16 -    Mission+Outreach - 6:30 pm  
     God Loves Geeks - 7:00 pm  

1/18 -     MOPS - 9:30 am  

1/19 -     Sr. Servants - 11:30 am  

1/30 -     Selah Book Club - 7:00 pm 

1/31 -     MEF Meeting - 7:00 pm 

 

February Church Events 

 
2/10 -    Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 a.m. 

2/12 -    Worship+Music - 7:00 pm  

2/13 -    Mission+Outreach - 6:30 pm   

2/15 -     MOPS - 9:30 am  

2/16 -     Sr. Servants - 11:30 am  

2/25 -     Mission Partner’s Brunch -  
  10:30 am     

2/27 -     Selah Book Club - 7:00 pm 

TBD -    God Loves Geeks - 7:00 pm 

 

Weekly Events Calendar 

 
Sunday School - Sundays, 10:30 am 
Deeper in the Word - Thursdays, 10:00 am 
AA Meeting - Fridays, 6:30 pm 

 

 

MONTHLY MEN’S BREAKFAST // January 13 & Febru-
ary 10 // 8:30 am // The monthly Men’s Breakfast 
meeting will be on Saturday, January 13 & February 10, 
8:30-10:00 a.m.  Please bring your own breakfast or simp-
ly come and enjoy the coffee and juice that is provided.  
We will be Dwelling in the Word, a process of applying 
scripture to our lives.  No preparation is necessary.  Simply 
come and participate with your wisdom and voice in our 
discussion.   

MOPS // January 18 & February 15 // 9:30 am // If you 
know of any mothers of preschoolers who could benefit 
from the spiritual growth and support offered through a 
MOPS group, please have them call the office or visit 
www.servantsofchrist.org/#!mops/cx5c.   

SENIOR SERVANTS // January 19 & February 16 // 11:30 
am // Senior Servants will next meet Friday, January 19, at 
11:30 a.m. — Pr. Heather Apel will be giving us a virtual 
tour of the Holy Land.  We will meet in the fellowship hall.  

Serena Aker will be presenting on February 16 about a hu-
man trafficking ministry in Indianapolis. 

Additionally in February, the Senior Servants are going to 
see Sylvia, tickets $13 on February 18 at 2:30 p.m. for a 
Sunday Matinee at the Mud Creek Theatre.  Just show up 
if you want to come.  Sylvia is a story of empty nesting 
told through the quirky guise of a furry four legged friend. 
It's a romantic-esque comedy playing on tribulations of 
human emotion while offering a surprisingly poignant take 
on important qualities of life - happiness, love and connec-
tion, with our pets and with one another.  

SELAH BOOK GROUP // January 30 & February 27 // 7:00 
pm // The next Selah Book Group will meet January 30 at 
7:00 p.m. at the home of Cindy Stone. We will discuss 
“The Necklace” by Cheryl Jarvis.          

On February 27, 7:00 p.m. at the home of Carla Stoneberg, 
we will discuss “My Life, My Love, My Legacy” by Coretta 
Scott King.   

SOC News & Events 

http://www.servantsofchrist.org/#!mops/cx5c
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Take a picture of this  
QR Code with your smart phone 

to go straight to our website. 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:00 am  
Sunday School 10:30 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 
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