
 

I came that they may have life, and have it 
to the full. - John 10:10 

He is Risen!  He is Risen in-
deed and what a difference 
that makes!  During this sea-
son, we will read different 
passages that give us snap-
shots from what life was like 
in the early church.  The 
book of Acts picks up right 
were the Gospel of Luke 
ends, with Jesus being resur-
rected.  However, it is not 
long before Jesus ascends 
into heaven (a day we re-
member on Thursday, May 
10 this year) and the church 
is left with this:  Go, spread 
the message of Good News 
that Jesus has defeated the 
power of sin now and forev-
er.  Other than all of the 
teachings of Jesus that are 
found in the Gospels, there 
isn’t a whole lot of detail to 
the instructions.  The Holy 
Spirit will come and 
then go spread the 
message.   

As you can imagine, 
this led to many divi-
sions, many times in 
which the church 
lived in fear because 
of persecution, as 
well as other chal-
lenges.  As I read 
through Acts, I see 
the church today fac-
ing similar challeng-
es.  I feel that we can 
learn a great deal 
from the early  

church. These are just a few 
items that I have been learn-
ing from the book of Acts.   

1.  Peace of Christ -  When 
the disciples were afraid due 
to imprisonments and perse-
cution, the Spirit provided 
them with peace to continue 
worshipping, sharing, and 
following Christ.   

2.  Unity is in Christ – When 
there were divisions and dis-
agreements amongst the be-
lievers, they found unity in 
the death and resurrection of 
Jesus and made that the 
most important, most central 
aspect of their life together.   

What will the book of Acts 
teach you and us over the 
next 50 days?  I hope that 
you will join us for our study 
on the book of Acts. 

Lessons from Acts 
Pr. Wade Apel 
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But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. – Acts 1:8 



Building Faith Families  
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into Everyday Family Life 

As summer approaches, so do the opportunities for activities to 
do when school is out.  I would like to encourage you to consider 
sending your child to camp.  That’s right, you can help build the 
faith of your family by spending time apart.  Last year was the first 
year that Jillian was able to attend camp, and for just half a 
week.  I was amazed by the impact that it had on her life and 
faith.  She grew in confidence, independence, and faith.   

Here are a few other benefits from ThePowerofCamp.com
(below), which is a large umbrella organization for Christian 
Camping Ministry.  When you are ready to register, head to 
http://lomik.org.  Don’t forget that SOC will pay $100 towards 
your registration for you and a friend!   
       

TRANSFORMED LIVES 
At camp, young people have the mental room to consider some 
of the most important issues of life. This break from the craziness 
of their regular routine allows campers to think about their fu-
ture, to evaluate unhealthy patterns, and to discover the truth 
that God loves them and has an amazing plan for their lives. 
 

ADULT MENTORS 
According to researchers, kids spend on average less than 40 
minutes in meaningful conversation with their parents each week. 
At camp, caring adults, counselors and mentors come alongside 
campers, helping them think through decisions and experiences in 
a way that will prepare them for their future. Many campers point 
back to a positive role model they met at camp as one who 
helped shape the direction of their lives. 
 

NATURE AND ADVENTURE 
CCCA member camps are set in some of the most beautiful spots 
on the continent.  Campers explore nature, participate in new ad-
ventures and test their limits in a healthy environment surround-
ed by the grandeur of God’s creation. 
 

LIFELONG FRIENDSHIPS 
Good friends who exert positive peer pressure can make all the 
difference in a kid’s life. Friendships with caring adults and other 
campers, forged through shared experience and the compressed 
time at camp, can last a lifetime and provide a connection that 
helps young people navigate the challenges of life. 
 

TEMPORARY COMMUNITY 
In a setting separate from their daily routine, with an opportunity 
to shed the expectations and pressures of others, campers are 
freed up to truly be themselves, to live above artificial limitations 
and blossom into who they were created to be. 

http://lomik.org


Stewardship Update 
George Bueltmann, Stewardship Chair 

Contributions to the Mission Endowment Fund for the 
first two months of the year totaled $24,737. Our tar-
get is to reach $80,000 to receive a matching gift of 
$20,000 for a total of $100,000. We are well on our 
way. Thank you for your contributions. 

Plans for the “Walk Thru Bethlehem” are progressing. 
On December 1, Servants of Christ will present the 
Christmas Story through scenes in Bethlehem. You may 
want to think about it as a stage play, but instead of 
the scene changing on the stage in front of a stationary 
audience, the scenes are stationary and the audience is 
let through each scene. We are looking for different 
kinds of help. Role Players, characters in place to tell a 
part of the story. Tour Guides, to lead small groups 
through the scenes and help the Role Players tell the 
story. We want to transform the church building into 
the little town of Bethlehem. This takes a lot of scen-
ery, so we need scenery builders, painters and crew to 

set it up and take it down. The tour ends in the fellow-
ship hall, which will become the village bazaar, a mar-
ket place with a variety of vendors showing their goods 
and a café. The café will be serving many Mediterrane-
an dishes. That means we need vendors, servers and 
cooks. 

Detail design plans are nearing completion and work 
on the scenes will begin soon. So we are looking to fill 
the roles and know who can help where. There will be 
sign-up sheets available, you may be asked to help, or 
you can just tell me what you would like to do.  

Adult Bible Study Series 
New Series with Chris Carron 

The Joyful Servants Sunday  
School class 
Jackie Wright, Education Chair 

On behalf of myself and all of us at Servants Of 
Christ Lutheran, We are sending a BIG THANK YOU 
to Julia Gard, Bonnie Anderson, And Toshi Hatcher 
for giving their time talents and LOVE to the chil-
dren of our church in leading them in learning more 
about God’s word this past year!   The kids have 
been studying the old testament and are now learn-
ing about the Lord Jesus.  THANK YOU all for you 
dedication to our children! 

In May we will begin a Summer Sunday School for 
our children, Sunday Fundays With Jesus! This class 
will continue throughout the summer. Every one of 
all ages is encouraged to join us to offer your time 
talents, or just join in the fun! Please speak with me 
if you are interested and would like to know more. 

Looking forward to a wonderful summer with our 
kids for Sunday Fundays with Jesus! 

 

Beginning April 29 and running through May 27, 
Chris Carron will lead a new five-week series in the 
Adult Bible Study Class. “The Art of Redemption” 
will focus on the artwork of five different artists 
and the ways in which each portrays stories in the 
Bible, with emphasis for the Easter season on their 
choices of symbolism and theological points of 
view on Holy Week, Easter resurrection, and Pen-
tecost. 



THANK YOU again for all of your generosity that re-
sulted in the youth being able to spend $530 on the 
Sharing Place Birthday Room. The youth members 
shopped together and were able to provide an over-
flowing shopping cart of small toys and an abun-
dance of party supplies. In addition, we were able to 
donate a check to help cover the cost of purchasing 
birthday cakes. 

A special thank you to Pr. Ted Stoneberg who 
brought this idea to us via Cindy Stone! It was a 
great success! 

Youth Group Contributes to The Sharing Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Thanks 
 

Dear Senior Servants, 

Thank you for the invitation 
and warm reception into 
your gathering.  Your gen-
erosity not only touched 
my heart, but will certainly 
bless our women on the 
streets as well.  We covet 
your prayers as we strive to 
be the hands + feet of Jesus 
to the least of these.  Bless-
ings to you! 

Gratefully, Serena Acker 
All Worthy of Love Ministry 

 

To Our SOC Church Family, 

Thank you to each of you 
for all the concern, pray-
ers, and the many cards 
received during my knee 
replacement surgery.  I ap-
preciate all the love and 
kindness shown to me.   

Blessings to all,  
Larry Ingram 

   
Ted and I are very grateful 
for your assistance in help-
ing him eat evening meals 
at Hamilton Trace following 
his left wrist injury. Thank 
you also for your continued 
support in so many ways 
for us both. We surely ap-
preciate it.  - Carla   

Jericho Walks  
 

We continue to gather at Servants 
of Christ at 9:00 am to go for a pray-
er walk.   

Why are we doing this?  Because 
Christ is Risen, we have new life and 
Joy to share as we share Jesus with 
our neighbors.  Just as the Israelites 
walked around Jericho with a pur-
pose, so too we will be walking 
around our community.  In practic-
ing this skill together of listening to 
what the Spirit is doing, we 
will begin to develop the skills of 
listening to those who live near the 
church, and share with them the 
love of God.   

FAQs 

 Will we be knocking on doors or 
handing out information about the 
church?  No, we will be walking 
through the neighborhoods, being 
friendly to those who we meet, and 
pray. 

 How far will we be walking?  We 

will meet for 15 minutes.  Walk for 
30 minutes, and then meet back at 
church for 15 minutes.  In total, it 
will be an hour.  Those who do not 
want to walk can stay at church to 
pray for those who are walking. 

 I can't make it, will we be doing 
this again?  We will be doing this 
every Saturday from now until the 
day of Pentecost.   

 Saturday mornings don't work for 
me, can I do it during the 
week?  Absolutely.  You can pick up 
your shirt and directions anytime 
you are at church.   

 Can I bring my dog?  If your dog is 
like the church slogan "following 
Christ, sharing hope, and loving all", 
then you are welcomed and en-
couraged to bring your dog 
along.  If your dog is not friendly, 
please leave fido at home.    

We hope you’ll be able to join us on 
one of the walks! 



 

The Sharing Place Needs  
Diapers!!! 

 
Babies are expensive. Help us ease the  

burden on new mothers! The Sharing Place is  
currently in need of diapers sizes 2 and up.  

Donations can be dropped off in the shopping 
cart in the Narthex or at the Sharing Place on 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 am 
to 3:00 pm.  

Abundant Life  
In prayer and in Church 

Who Am I?  That is a question that we all ask from 
time to time in life.  Who am I and who do I want 
to be?  We can think that we know who we are, 
but sometimes tragedy happens, we have to re-
evaluate it all over again.  Losing a parent is always 
difficult, but doing it while in high school is even 
more difficult.  Recently, Hazel Burris was wrestling 
with these questions, and decided to put a video 
together as an assignment for one of her classes at 
school.  I was amazed at not just her video editing 
skills, but more so her open candor regarding ad-
justing to life after Leah’s death.  I hope that you 
will take the time to watch (5 minutes) Hazel’s tes-
timony.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjmVstkCR_c 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Servants of Christ will be participating in a Pack 
Away Hunger Event on May 19 from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.   
This is a wonderful time to serve together as a 
church family and we hope to see you participate 
(we are looking for around 20 volunteers).   

Pack Away Hunger is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to greatly improving the lives of children and 
others who suffer from hunger and malnutrition.  

SOC will join their mission by purchasing raw mate-
rials needed for the meals, and we then create the 
meals at a “packing event”. The meals are then dis-
tributed to local food banks and pantries or to com-
munity feeding programs in emerging nations. 
These events are educational and fun! Participants 
often feel a sense of purpose, knowing the meals 
they pack with will meet a significant need for 
someone in their neighborhood or in a community 
around the world. 

Contact Cindy Stone with any questions  
cylstone@iu.edu.  

 

Pack Away Hunger Event 
Saturday, May 19 

It's that time again! Please see Andre-
a's message below regarding volun-
teering at the Carnival again this year! 
Let Andrea or John know if you and 
friends are available to help them out 
this year. 

We are starting our preparation for 
the 2018 Carnival, this year it is on 
Saturday, June 16th.  It is Father’s Day 
weekend, but we were trying not to 
overlap the St. Simon Festival.  We are 

hoping members of the church and 
youth group would be willing to vol-
unteer at a craft table, game or as a 
bounce house bouncer.  The games 
and crafts run from 5:30 to 
8:00ish.  We ask our volunteers to be 
here by 5:00 so they can get a bite to 
eat and a quick orientation.  If we get 
enough volunteers we can do shifts 
too.   

Thanks again for your support! 

Volunteers Needed for the 2018 Gift of Gloves Carnival 
The Event is sponsored by John & Andrea Sponsel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjmVstkCR_c
mailto:cylstone@iu.edu.


QUILTING GROUP FOR LUTHERAN WORLD  
RELIEF // April 11 & 25 // 1:00 pm // Join us to 
make quilts for people in need around the world.  
All skill levels are welcome! 
 
MONTHLY MEN’S BREAKFAST // April 14 // 
8:30 am // The monthly Men’s Breakfast meeting 
will be on Saturday, April 14, 8:30-10:00 a.m.  
Please bring your own breakfast or simply come 
and enjoy the coffee and juice that is provided.  
We will be Dwelling in the Word, a process of ap-
plying scripture to our lives.  No preparation is 
necessary.  Simply come and participate with your 
wisdom and voice in our discussion.   
 
(W3A) WOMEN WHO WORSHIP ALONE // April 
15 // 10:15 am //  If you are a woman who wor-
ships alone on Sunday, let’s go out for breakfast!  
Meet Diane Marten in the Narthex at 10:15 a.m. 
after the service April 15.  We will go to a local res-
taurant – eat, meet, and chat.   
 
MOPS // April 19 // 9:30 am // If you know of 
any mothers of preschoolers who could benefit 
from the spiritual growth and support offered 
through a MOPS group, please have them call the 
office or visit www.servantsofchrist.org/#!mops/
cx5c.   
 
SENIOR SERVANTS // April 20 // 11:30 am // This 
month, the Senior Servants will participate in a 
"Tour of the Indianapolis Monuments"  Bob Holst.  
There will be a pitch-in lunch in the fellowship 
hall.  We hope to see you there! 
 
SELAH BOOK GROUP // April 24 // 7:00 pm // 
The next Selah Book Group will meet April 24 at 
7:00 p.m. at the home of Barb Gehris. We will dis-
cuss “The Bean Tree” by Barbara Kingsolver.          

 
 

SOC Monthly Groups 

 

 
 

 
Andy Rhodes   April 3  
Becky Holst   April 5 
Wade Apel      April 6 
Bob Thiel     April 6 
Rich Wolfred   April 7 
Betty Oren      April 8 
Lauren Shoaf   April 11 
Chris Carron   April 12 
Lily Rhodes      April 16 
Dwight Schauer     April 17 
Andrea Sponsel     April 20 
David Laux      April 23 
Carolyn Konnert    April 24 
Loreen Burns   April 24 
Vicky Carron   April 27 
Jacob Cohron   April 30  

 
 
 
 

April Birthdays 
 

GOD LOVES GEEKS // May 9 // 7:00 pm // God 
Loves Geeks is going to choose your own adven-
ture next Month.  Instead of picking one book, 
movie, or TV show to discuss, we have decided to 
pick one author: C.S. Lewis.  You may choose to 
watch “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe” 
from The Chronicle of Narnia series or you may 
watch a documentary about his life.  For those 
who would rather read, check out the “Screwtape 
Letters” or “The Great Divorce”.  We will discuss 
his writing, themes and impact.  Come join us on 
Wednesday, May 9 at 7:00 pm in the library.   

http://www.servantsofchrist.org/#!mops/cx5c
http://www.servantsofchrist.org/#!mops/cx5c
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:00 am  
Sunday School 10:30 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

mailto:pastor@servantsofchrist.org
mailto:music@servantsofchrist.org
mailto:vivian@servantsofchrist.org
mailto:info@servantsofchrist.org
http://www.servantsofchrist.org

