
 6 As you therefore have received Christ  
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives 

in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were 

taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  
– Colossians 2:6-7 

As we prepare to celebrate 
Rally Sunday on September 9 
with our outdoor worship 
service (10:00 a.m.) and 
church picnic, I pray that our 
eyes and ears may be 
opened to the work of God 
reconciling the world.   

There is so much to love 
about this story in scrip-
ture.  That Jesus acted with 
compassion and love, even 
though he was trying to keep 
a low profile.  That the man 
that was healed spoke plainly 
about his new found condi-
tion.  I love that the more 
Jesus ordered them to tell no 
one, the more they zealously 
proclaimed it.  Together we 
will embody this verse as we 
serve the community build-
ing a SAWS ramp, or handing 
out food in the Sharing 
Place.  In Worship, we will 
unite our voices with the 
sounds of all creation to lift 
our praise to the Lord of all 
the earth.  Finally 
we will join our 
prayers together 
as one praying 
that our eyes will 
be opened to the 
work of the Spirit 
in the world to-
day, and for oth-
ers to have their 
eyes and ears 

opened as well.  I hope that 
you can attend and bring 
along a friend.     

On a personal note, similar 
to the way that the man had 
his eyes and ears opened by 
Jesus, I am praying that this 
will happen to me in South 
Africa.  From October 5-17, I 
will be traveling with the  
Wabash Pastoral Leadership 
Program to South Africa to 
listen and learn from church 
leaders in that country.  This 
is the culmination of a 2 year 
program for “young” pastors 
in ministry.  I hope that I will 
hear the way that the Spirit is 
moving in that place, so that 
I might see our own commu-
nity with new eyes.  While I 
am away, there will be a pas-
tor whom you can call in 
times of emergency. 

Peace be with you,  Pastor 
Wade   

“Be Opened” 
Pr. Wade Apel 
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Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
"Ephphatha," that is, "Be opened." 35 And immediately his ears 
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 
Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered 

them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. -Mark 7:34-36 



To celebrate the ELCA’s “God’s Work. Our 
Hands.” Sunday, we will have an outdoor worship 
service and picnic for Sunday, September 9 at 
10:00 a.m.  We will praise the God of creation, 
outside (whether permitting) with all of crea-
tion.  Please note the time change and come an 
hour later.  After worship, plan to stay for an af-
ternoon of fellowship and fun.  There will be 
games, face painting, and a picnic after the wor-
ship service.  Please bring a dish to share for this 
pitch-in.     

Everyone knows that bullying is 
wrong, so why does it keep hap-
pening?  While I cannot answer 
that question, a better question 
that I often find parents asking is 
how to help my child handle situa-
tions of bullying.  My first thought 
as a parent is to go to the stories of 
David and Golaith, or Elijah and the 
prophets of Baal.  One of those 
brave stories where God shows up 
and triumphs over the evil in a mas-

sive display of power.  That is how I 
want to react when I feel someone 
is bullying my child.   

However, those might not be the 
right scriptures to draw wisdom 
from in this situation when speak-
ing with your child, or you might be 
getting a call from the principles 
office in the near future.  Instead, 
think about verses in our faith that 
call us to encourage and stand with 
those who are being marginalized 
or mistreated.  Consider using the 
following stories and verses in your 
conversations.   

• Jesus went confronted with a 
woman who was being persecuted 
said to the gathered crowd: “leave 
her alone.” (John 12:7) 

• And we urge you, brothers and 
sisters, warn those who are 
idle and disruptive, encourage the 
disheartened, help the weak, be 
patient with everyone. 15 Make sure 

that nobody pays back wrong for 
wrong, but always strive to do what 
is good for each other and for eve-
ryone else. (1 Thess. 5:14-15). 

• Jesus told the disciples to “turn 
the other cheek,” yet when he was 
struck, he demanded a just cause 
for being struck.  Talk to your kids 
about justice, and how to politely 
stand up for those who are wrongly 
accused or mistreated. 

• The book of proverbs talks 
about what is wise, and what is un-
wise in word and action.  While 
they cannot change the actions of 
others, how they respond will 
speak the truth about their person-
al character and integrity.  

Above all, encourage one  
another and build each other 

up.  (1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

May God bless our students as they 
enter another year of learning and 
growing.   

Building Faith Families  
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into Everyday Family Life 

Outdoor Worship, Church Picnic, and Rally Sunday 
September 9, Worship Starts at 10:00 a.m.  

Photo by Timothy Eberly on Unsplash  



Proverbs 16:31 - Gray hair is a crown of 
glory; it is gained in a righteous life. 

Job 12:12 - Wisdom is with the aged, 
and understanding in length of days. 

Psalm 90:12 - So teach us to number 
our days that we may get a heart of 
wisdom 

The Bible is full of scripture vers-
es like the ones above that 
speak about the role and pur-
pose of the elderly in our com-
munity.  Their role is to be sig-
nificant and important.  Often, I 
witness those who are retired 
searching for a new and differ-
ent purpose in their life.  Lost 
without a vocation that defined 
their life for many years, they 
search for a new purpose and mean-
ing to fill their time.  It is common 
for many adults to believe that they 
no longer have anything to contrib-
ute or that their contribution is not 
appreciated.  Worse yet, is when a 
person believes that he or she has 

only become a burden to their loved 
one.  This attitude or line of thinking 
could not be further from the 
truth.  When people of all ages lis-
ten to the witness of scripture, a 
different purpose unfolds.  The el-
derly possess the gift of wis-
dom.  Those whose hair is now gray, 

it is to be a crown of glory.  A signal 
to all that this is a person worth lis-
tening to, so that all many learn 
from the wisdom that has been 
gained only with age.  When the 
Psalmist writes that we should num-

ber our days (aka celebrate birth-
days) it is not for the purpose of 
getting gifts, but to provide a time 
and space for the wisdom to be 
shared.  Consider those events as 
opportunities to share wisdom in 
word and by example.  If there is 
one piece of encouragement that I 

could give to you today, it would 
be to never stop sharing the wis-
dom that God has given to you, 
and to never stop listening to the 
wisdom of those who have gone 
before you.  On many occasions, 
parents will lament that their 
child was raised in the faith, and 
yet they no longer are practicing 
their faith.  In these situations 
remember that you still have 

time left to share your wisdom and 
model for them the ways in which 
your faith is impacting your 
life.  They just might pick up on your 
wisdom at the moment you think 
they are not looking for it. 

Growing in Grace 
The Growing in Grace column is for those who wish to age gracefully, or help others to do the same.  

Thank you for your continuing sup-
port with your volunteering of time 
and financial contributions.  We 
have been reporting on the Mission 
Endowment Fund contributions 
from time to time, and I am happy to 
report that we are tracking very well 
toward the goal of $80,000 in order 
to receive a matching contribution 
of $20,000.   

As of the end of July, you have con-
tributed $54,757 toward that goal. I 
am also glad to report that contribu-
tions to the General Fund and the 

Long Term Maintenance have not 
suffered, but are also tracking well 
with our projections.  

It is gratifying to see so many of you 
pitching in to help with the Walk 
Thru Bethlehem project. All the vari-
ous parts seem to be moving along 
on schedule.  

The Fall Stewardship program will be 
a little different this year. Yes, we 
will be asking you to fill out the Time 
and Talent sheet, and indicating on 
the Response Card your intention for 
financial support, but this year, we 
will provide you with an opportunity 
to attend some workshops or classes 
that may be helpful in your personal 
financial stewardship. Thrivent Fi-

nancial will provide leadership and 
materials for these classes. Watch 
announcements for dates and times.  

Stewardship 
George Bueltmann 



Bethlehem is coming together. At this point, we are in 
the middle of a thousand different details. This is your 
opportunity to be part of creating something wonderful 
that brings joy to many others.  

If you are willing to help, our biggest needs right now 
are:  

• People who are willing to take home fabric to sew. 
We currently have 78 people committed to being 
part of our Bethlehem cast. Over the years, many of 
our Bethlehem costumes have been lost. We’re 
making good progress replacing them but people 
willing to stitch even a couple of robes are a bless-
ing. As you would imagine, sewing clothes from Je-
sus’ time mainly involves straight seams. If you are 
willing, please contact Denisa:  317-557-8554 or 
DenisaH@comcast.net  

• George, Bethlehem’s artist in residence, has con-
verted his garage into a studio. He would love for 
you to join him even if it’s only for a couple of hours. 
(Secret:  Don’t worry about needing an art degree. 
He lets ANYONE paint, even Denisa.)  Contact 
George at gandpbueltmann@aol.com or 847-420-
4018. 

• Once again Bethlehem will showcase nativities from 
around the world. Do you have one or two you espe-
cially enjoy and are willing to share with others? You 
would receive it back on December 2 so it could still 
grace your own home for the holidays. If so, please 
call Chris Carron. Have the nativity with you when 
you call so you can accurately describe it. We’ve set 
up this procedure to avoid borrowing the same na-
tivity from two different families. Chris can be 
reached at 616-780-6226 or send a photo and infor-
mation to chrisc@childrensmuseum.org  

• Who have you told about Bethlehem? Lay the foun-
dation now when people will be more receptive be-

cause they don’t have to commit. Consider what 
each person would enjoy and casually mention it to 
them. If your neighbors have children, they’ll love 
the live sheep, the marching Roman soldiers, and 
learning to play a dice game similar to what Jesus 
would have played as a child. If your friends are in-
tellectuals, tell them we’re going to present one the-
ory of what the wise men may have seen that com-
pelled them to search for the newborn king. If your 
family are the active type, invite them to come learn 
a traditional Jewish dance. And, of course, our mar-
ket will feature authentic Middle Eastern food. As 
the Apostle Paul said, “By all means that you may 
win some.” Everyone deserves to hear God loves 
them so much He sent His Son—just for them. 

 

SAWs Ramp Project 
September 8, 2018 
 
As part of ELCAs National Day of Service 
(September 9),  SOC will participate in a SAWs  
Project Saturday, September 8. These projects are 
simple, fun and provide an enormous benefit of 
increased personal mobility to the recipient(s). 
Please consider volunteering. A sign up sheet is in 
the Narthex.   

Our March Towards Bethlehem 
George Bueltmann & Denisa Hannania  

 

Walk Thru Bethlehem Work Days 
 

Sundays, September 16, October 21    
11:40 am 

Complimentary Lunch provided for all  
workers and their families. 

mailto:DenisaH@comcast.net
mailto:gandpbueltmann@aol.com
mailto:chrisc@childrensmuseum.org


Lutheran Summer Music, or LSM, is 
a music program where High School 
Lutheran Music students from all 
over the United States (and even 
the world as there was one student 
from Hong Kong) meet in different 
locations. This year I had the oppor-
tunity to attend the program at Val-
paraiso University for the half ses-
sion from July 1 through July 15. 

What did you study?  My main fo-
cus of the two weeks was violin, 
but I was able to perform in both 
the orchestra and choir. As an or-
chestra, we all were given numer-
ous pieces that we were going to 
perform over the next four weeks. 
Some of these songs were by fa-
mous composers such as Bach, Mo-
zart, Gershwin, and John Williams. 
Others were more obscure like Ed-
gar, but the pieces were beautiful 
nonetheless. 

Outside of orchestra, we had sec-
tionals, masterclasses, and private 
lessons. In sectionals, all the violins 
worked together as a group to find 
tough trouble spots and we spent 
most of the hour focusing on those 
spots (even if it was just one meas-
ure, we would work on it until eve-
ryone had it down and was com-
fortable playing it). 

During Masterclasses, professional 
violinist Monte Belknap worked 
with us on different techniques so 
we can better play our instrument. 
He also worked with us individually 
during our half hour lesson times 
on techniques. The majority of 
what we worked on was scales and 
arpeggios with different fingerings. 
(For example: I worked on two oc-
tave single finger scales up and 
down the D string and three and 
four octave G major and minor 
scales.) 

In choir we mostly learned different 
hymns in the red Lutheran hymn 
book that we were to perform dur-
ing the church service and different 
worship prayers. 

Where did you perform? We per-
formed in two locations, the Val-
paraiso Chapel of the Resurrection 
and the Duesenberg Recital Hall. 
The recital hall was where we met 
every evening before evening pray-
er to watch the faculty, staff, coun-
selors, and interns perform. By the 
end of the session, we watched as 
other students performed pieces to 
demonstrate what they learned. 
The chapel was a large and beauti-
ful place where we had all of our 
Evening Prayers and Sunday Ser-
vices. Morning Prayer was held in 
the smaller Gloria Christi Chapel 
which is located down below the 
altar. Opposite of the altar, near 
the back of the church was a large 
and beautiful pipe organ that 
would fill the chapel with its beauti-
ful sound. The convenient location 
of the chapel also allowed my 
Northern Indiana family to attend 
the concert and church services. 
 
What pieces did you perform? 
Rhapsody in Blue -Gershwin: We 

performed a short medley of 
Gershwin’s most famous pieces, 
but a large and memorable portion 
of the piece was Rhapsody in Blue. 
Rhapsody in Blue is a famous or-
chestral jazz piece that features a 
piano soloist. We did not have a 
piano soloist during my half ses-
sion, but a piano soloist was fea-
tured with the orchestra in the final 
concert at the end of the July 
month for a student concerto 
piece. 

Nimrod -Edgar: The next piece we 
preformed started off slow, quiet 
within the violins. As the piece 
went on more and more of the 
string instruments joined in (Violas, 
Cellos, and Basses) to create a larg-
er, fuller sound. Near the middle of 
the piece all the woodwind and 
brass instruments joined in, but 
quietly. By the end of the piece, 
everyone was playing at a forte 
which filled the chapel in the happy 
calmness of the piece. Nimrod was 
a gorgeous piece to preform in the 
chapel. 

Jupiter bringing of jollity from The 
Planets -Holst:  Holst was most fa-
mous for writing a selection of piec-
es to honor each of the planets in 
our solar system. His most famous 
of these pieces was Jupiter Bringer 
of Jollity. We performed a short-
ened (but no less epic) version of 
the original. The best part of the 
piece was the ending chord when it 
echoed through the chapel giving 
chills to everyone who heard it. 

Overall this was a great experience 
to perform and worship in a beauti-
ful chapel with other musicians my 
age. I would recommend it to any-
one interested in Lutheran or classi-
cal music. 

Chloe Gard Experiences the Lutheran Summer Music Program 
2 Week Program at Valparaiso  University 



   

 

 

 

 

 

Established in 1954, the 
American Guild of English 
Handbell Ringers grew out of 
the previously established 
New England Guild of English 
Handbell Ringers. In 2010, 
AGEHR became Handbell Mu-
sicians of America. Its primary 
objectives are to educate, 
promote the exchange of ide-
as relating to handbell and 
handchime ringing, and spon-
sor educational activities. 
Their membership of approxi-
mately 7,000 includes mostly 
directors of handbell or hand-
chime choirs. Members of the 
Handbell Musicians of Ameri-
ca seek to carry out the  

 

 

 

motto, “Uniting People 
through a Musical Art.” Our 
church has been member of 
this organization for a long 
time. They also have a Hand-
bell Musician Certification (3 
Levels) which is a comprehen-
sive curriculum designed to 
provide training and experi-
ence at all levels to handbell 
musicians. In order to receive 
the level in handbell ringing, 
the person has to take 4 clas-
ses and pass the test in each 
one. I’m honored and excited 
to share that I have complet-
ed Level 1 in Handbell Musi-
cian Certification. This certifi-
cation now proudly hangs in 
my church office and allows 
me to lead our handbell choir 
with the knowledge I have re-
ceived through these classes. 
I would like to thank the  
Worship+Music committee 
for supporting me in going to 
various conferences through-
out the years and this congre-
gation of Servants of Christ 
where I am blessed to serve 
as the Minister of Music and 
learn new things in order to 
make our worship meaningful 
and praise the Lord with our 
singing and ringing.  

Olesya Savinkova-your faithful 
Minister of Music. 

 
 
 
 

 

Do you ever listen to our Hand-
bell Choir play during the offering 
and wish you were a part of it? 
Here is your chance. No prior ex-
perience needed, we will train 
you, and God will provide the 
rest. Rehearsals are Thursday 
nights 6:15-7:30 pm.  
 
Do you like singing? Have you ev-
er sung in the choir before? We 
have a place for you in our Adult 
Choir. No prior experience need-
ed, your voice is enough to praise 
our Lord God. Rehearsals are 
Thursday nights at 7:30-8:30 pm 
(till 9 pm mid October-mid De-
cember).  
 
Please contact our Minister of 
Music, Olesya Savinkova, at mu-
sic@servantsofchrist.org or by 
phone: 317-378-9588 for ques-
tions and/or your interest in join-
ing.  

Choir & Bell Choir 
Members wanted  
 

mailto:music@servantsofchrist.org
mailto:music@servantsofchrist.org


GOD LOVES GEEKS // There will be no meeting for 
God Loves Geeks in September 
 
QUILTING GROUP FOR LUTHERAN WORLD  
RELIEF // 1st and 3rd Wednesdays // 1:00 pm // 
Join us to make quilts for people in need around the 
world.  All skill levels are welcome! 
 
(W3A) WOMEN WHO WORSHIP ALONE //  
September 16 // 10:15 am //  If you are a woman 
who worships alone on Sunday, let’s go out for break-
fast!  Meet Dottie Lehigh in the Narthex at 10:15 a.m. 
after the service September 16.  We will go to a local 
restaurant – eat, meet, and chat.   
 
MUMs - MOMS UPLIFTING MOMS //  
September 20 // 9:30 am // If you know of any 
mothers who work in the home or who could benefit 
from the spiritual growth and support offered 
through a weekday mom’s support group, please 
have them call the office.  
 
SENIOR SERVANTS // September 21 // 11:30 am //  
Senior Servants will meet this month at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall on September 21.  Be on the 
lookout for more information. 
 
SELAH BOOK GROUP // September 25 // 7:00 pm // 
Selah Book Group will be meeting on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 25 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Kathy Becky 
Holst to discuss “Under the Overpass” by Mike 

SOC Monthly Groups 

   

Many Thanks 
 

Thank you for your generosity in allowing our 
Girls Scout Troop 20942 to meet at your 
church.   

We appreciate being able to gather in a cen-
tral location for our members.  Thank you for 
the fellowship and leadership time. 

Sincerely, Jill Richardson, Troop Leader 

 
        

 
 

Matt Bowman  September 4 
Pat Ingram   September 4 
Barbara Shoaf  September 5 
Joan Cohron   September 11 
Toshi Hatcher  September 15 
Michael Dooley  September 19 
Larry Rhoads   September 19 
Isaac Sponsel   September 19 
Susie Powell   September 22 
Kurt Kruty   September 28 

 

September Birthdays 

 

MUMs - Moms Uplifting Moms - (formerly MOPS) 
has started back up again.  We are a group of 
women that care for one another during this de-
manding season of our lives called motherhood.  
Our monthly formal meetings entail a full break-
fast, speaker, prayer and fellowship time while our 
little Sprouts are cared for by loving childcare 
workers.   

We also meet informally during the month for 
both a playdate as well as one evening for a Moms 
Night Out.   

If you know of a mother that could benefit from 
support and fellowship with other mothers and 
mentors, please tell her about our group or have 
her contact Jill in the church office at 
jill@servantsofchrist.org and 317-823-9580. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:00 am  
Sunday School 10:30 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 
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