
 6 As you therefore have received Christ  
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in 

him and established in the faith, just 
as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving. – Colossians 2:6-7 

What is one of the first 
questions that we often 
ask when meeting some-
one for the first time? 
“Where do you come from 
or where do you live?” 
Why is that?  It’s because 
if we know where a person 

comes from, it can give us 
great insight into their 
life.  It is nearly impossible 
to separate the person 
from where they came 
from.   

As we have been prepared 
to welcome the communi-
ty into our building for the 
Walk through Bethlehem 
on December 1, I have 
been thinking about the 
significance of not only 
Bethlehem, but the other 

locations that shaped Je-
sus, Mary, and Joseph. 
Nazareth, Jerusalem, and 
the journey to Bethle-
hem.  There is significance 
between person and 
place, impossible to sepa-
rate.  My hope is that as 

we learn more about the 
journey to Bethlehem, the 
hope, the pain, and the 
sacrifice, that we will re-
flect about the journey of 
our own lives.  As we re-
flect, we will we see the 
power of Immanuel, God 
with us.  Who will you in-
vite to join us on this jour-
ney on Bethlehem?   

Peace be with you,  
Pr. Wade 

Walking the Road to Bethlehem 
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Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH 

CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME 
IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US." – 

Matthew 1:22-23 



“The living, the living—they 
praise you, as I am doing today; 
parents tell their children about  
your faithfulness.” – Isaiah 38:19 

Do you ever feel like no one is lis-
tening to you?  Your conversations 
have turned to nothing but doc-
tor’s appointments, and managing 
pills, and trying to prevent going 
back to the doctor (i.e. falling)  
before your next scheduled ap-
pointment?  Oftentimes, people 
who are elderly express to me that 
they are so tired of talking because 
that is the only conversations that 
they seem to have anymore.  They 

want to talk about so much more, 
and they often have much more to 
share, if we are willing to listen.  If 
this describes you, don’t forget that 
you have so much more to say than 
just the everyday.  You are leaving 
a legacy, with the words of wisdom 
that you can impart.  If this de-
scribes someone that you talk to on 
a regular basis, remember that you 
can only find the gifts that this per-
son wishes to give to you by listen-
ing to them.  You won’t find it on 
social media, because it will be 
from someone else’s experienc-
es.  What is some of the best wis-

dom that a person can share?  Isai-
ah suggests, and who am I to argue 
with a prophet, that parents should 
tell their children about the faith-
fulness of the Lord.  They will hear 
you, and they will remember.   

Today, people are struggling with 
anxiety more than ever before.  It is 
not just an adult or teen problem, 
but anxiety is becoming a bigger 
issue for younger and younger chil-
dren.   

In times of anxiety, it can be helpful 
to simply listen to the worries, 
fears, and overwhelmed feelings of 
your child. But, sometimes you 
aren’t around, or sometimes  it is 
not enough.  You want to give your 
child coping techniques, but you 
may not be sure where to start.   

One place to start is by reading a 

psalm with them.  The psalms do a 
wonderful job of helping us to ex-
press our feelings and to remind us 
of the promises of God: He will be 
our rock in the middle of a storm 
and the chaos in our lives.  Psalm 
46, where we get the hymn, “A 
Mighty Fortress is Our God”, would 
be a wonderful psalm on which to 
reflect.  After that, consider helping 
them memorize some of the fol-
lowing verses from scripture. These 
verses help to remind us that God is 
almighty, and an ever-present help 
in times of trouble and distress.   

Proverbs 18:10 - “The name of the 
Lord is a strong tower; the right-
eous person runs into it and is 
safe.” 

Philippians 4:6-7- “Do not be anx-
ious about anything, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your re-

quests be made known to God.  And 
the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Je-
sus.”   

Psalm 56:3 -But when I am afraid, I 
will put my trust in you. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart; do not depend 
on your own understanding. Seek 
his will in all you do, and he will 
show you which path to take. 

1 Peter 5:7 - Give all your worries 
and cares to God, for he cares 
about you. 

If you want to know more about 
what the Bible says regarding anxi-
ety, Pastor Wade has a bible study 
for you, that can help you put more 
tools in your coping tool box.   

Building Faith Families  
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into Everyday Family Life 

Created by www.freepik.com  

Growing in Grace 
The Growing in Grace column is for those who wish to age gracefully, or help others to do the same.  



You may have seen this chart in 
previous months, but I wanted to 
share the latest numbers with 
you. Contributions to the Mis-
sion Endowment Fund through 
the end of October exceed 
$71,000. Our goal was to reach 
$80,000 by the end of the year 
and receive a $20,000 matching 
contribution to reach a total of 
$100,000. 

We have two months to reach 
that ultimate goal. Thank you for 
your generous support of this 
stretch goal. I am also happy to 
report that contributions to the 
General Fund, Long Term 

Maintenance and other destina-
tions have not suffered. 

This year we ask that you contin-
ue your generous support to all 
the programs of Servants of 
Christ. We are scheduling a se-
ries of workshops for personal 
financial management and stew-
ardship.  I hope you will attend 
one or more of these classes 
when they are presented. 

Time and Talent Sheets and Fi-
nancial Response cards will be in 
your church mailbox later in No-
vember. Please prayerfully con-
sider your contributions to SOC. 

 

“Give thanks for 
the Lord, for God 
is good, his love  
endures forev-
er.”  Psalm 136:1 

Everyday is an 
opportunity to 
praise God for his 
goodness and 
mercies are new 

every morning (Lamentations 3.23). 
Before we pause to celebrate the 
thanksgiving holiday, we are remind-
ed that every good and perfect 
blessing comes from heaven above 
(James 1:17) by coming together for 
worship.  This is a wonderful service 
of celebration that will set the stage 
for holiday weekend.  This year, we 
will be blessed by our member, Pas-
tor Nancy Nyland who will be 
preaching and presiding.  Pr. Nancy 
serves as the Director for Evangelism 
Mission, which keeps her from wor-
shipping at SOC on a regular basis.   

 

Stewardship Update 
George Bueltmann - Stewardship Chair 

Midweek Advent Services  
There Will Once Again be a Noon Service in Addition to an 
Evening Service Midweek 

Pr. Nancy Nyland to  
Preside at SOC  
Thanksgiving Eve  
Service 
Wednesday, November 21 7:00 pm  

We will follow along the theme “Journey to Bethlehem” this 
year during the midweek advent services. 

Together we will explore the significance behind the people and 
the places that lead us to Bethlehem.   

Join us on Wednesdays in December (5, 12, 19) at Noon and 
7:00 p.m. 



Give a Merry Christmas – Donate New Items for the Angel Tree  

One of our Christmas traditions at 
SOC is to collect new gift items un-
der our Angel Tree to help brighten 
the holiday season for those less for-
tunate. As in years past, we will be 
giving these presents to the LCFS 
Sharing Place Christmas Store. 

The Christmas Store’s program is by 
referral only and provides screened 
applicants a chance to “shop” at no 

cost for their families.  Each family 
picks out an allotted number of 
items that members of their family – 
especially their children would want 
for Christmas. Would you like to pro-
vide a merry Christmas for a family 
who otherwise might not have gifts 
to open on Christmas morning? (See 
the list below).  

There is no need to take an orna-

ment from the tree unless it would 
be a helpful reminder for you. 
Please place unwrapped items 
around the Angel Tree in the church 
narthex entry area beginning Nov. 
25th. Deadline for the items to be at 
church is no later than 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday, December 9.  Gift cards 
should be given to Vivian Matthews 
in the church office. 

• Grocery Store Gift Cards ($15 increments)  
• Restaurant Gift Cards ($10 increments) 
• Movie Theater Gift Cards ($10 increments) 
• Movie Theater Sized Candy 
• Socks (kids, male, and female) 
• Gloves and Hats (kids, male, and female) 
• Baby Items (no clothes) 
• Family Board Games 
• Axe Spray Sets (male and female) 
• Stocking Stuffers for Boys and Girls (such as  

card games, candy, small books, coloring  
books, crayons, play doh, cars, etc) 

• Toys 
• Baby Wipes 
• Diapers 
• Small Appliances 

• Dishes 
• Cookware 
• Playing Cards 

“Wish List” of Angel Tree items:  

   

Many Thanks 
 

 

Many thanks to Bob Holst and all who helped move pews so that 
Ted in his wheelchair would have a place to sit in church without 
being an aisle hazard. We are really grateful! - Carla Stoneberg 

Thank you for all the prayers, meals, and cards during my recovery 
from my knee replacement surgery. - Judy Anderson 

Thanks so much for the care package.  I really appreciate it. School 
is going well so far and I’m really enjoying Purdue.  Thanks again, 
Andy Bowman 



 

 Volunteer this Christmas at the LCFS Christmas Store 

Volunteers are needed December 10
-13 for the Lutheran Child and Fami-
ly Services (LCFS) Christmas Store 
that will be at the Gethsemane Lu-
theran Church, 6810 East 10th St., 
Indianapolis. 

Volunteers will help with greeting, 
checking in and shopping with cli-

ents, and sorting and stocking 
shelves.   

The Christmas Store is a referral  
only, material assistance program 
providing screened applicants a 
chance to “shop” at no cost for their 
families.  Each family receives toys 
or entertainment gift cards, socks, 
hat, gloves, underwear and/or dia-
pers for each child, a small house-
hold item, a family game, wrapping 
paper, and a grocery store gift card.  

Volunteer Dates & Times 

Monday, Dec. 10:  
9:30 am - 12:30 pm & 12:30 - 4 pm  
 

Tuesday, Dec. 11:  
12:30 - 3:30 pm & 3:30 – 7 pm  
 

Wednesday, Dec. 12:  
12:30 - 3:30 pm & 3:30 – 7 pm 
 

Thursday, Dec. 13: volunteer slots 
filled 
 
For more information please contact 
Susan Ryan at 317-359-5467 or 
events@lutheranfamily.org . To sign 
up, click on the following link and 
type in your name in an empty slot. 
https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1woz8T_NnDjESacw8Kg6cUeehP_
XwI2LWOEXNv-8iXc8/edit 

If you are a member of Facebook, we need your help!  
Please visit the SOC Event for Walk Through Bethle-
hem and click on the “Attending Button” so that peo-
ple in the community will know you are coming, and 
that there are a lot of people coming and that this 
will be a worthwhile and well attended event for their 
family to do! 
   

1. Click HERE to access the event 
2. Click the “Attending” Button 
3. Click the “Share” Button - both invite friends per-

sonally (even if you don’t think they’d attend… let 
them decide for themselves!) AND share as a post 
on your wall. 

    

Thank you for helping to get the word out about this 
special event! 

mailto:events@lutheranfamily.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1woz8T_NnDjESacw8Kg6cUeehP_XwI2LWOEXNv-8iXc8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1woz8T_NnDjESacw8Kg6cUeehP_XwI2LWOEXNv-8iXc8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1woz8T_NnDjESacw8Kg6cUeehP_XwI2LWOEXNv-8iXc8/edit
https://www.facebook.com/events/1805328106231909/


   

 

 

 

 

 
This year, on November 4, we will 
celebrate 30 years since the first 
ever service of our congregation 
known as Servants of Christ Luther-
an Church. Some of you were pre-
sent then, and it is a big deal to cel-
ebrate such a milestone. We will 
have a celebration during our ser-
vice, which will include hymns that 
were sung during that first service 
on November 6, 1998, such as “I 
love to Tell the Story” and others. 
Also, it falls on All Saints Day. It is 
appropriate to celebrate the saints 

that have gone before us, and 
those who may have been some of 
the original members of our con-
gregation. The choir, together with 
the organ, bells, and trumpet, will 
join in the celebration. Members of 
this congregation have been 
through great and tough times, but 
by our love for Christ and for each 
other, we made it through and here 
we are 30 years later! We will sing, 
commune, have fellowship time, 
and pray together for the commu-
nity and for the church. The music 
program at this church has always 
been great through the wonderful 
people who contribute their time 
and talents whether by singing in 
the choir, ringing in the bell choir, 
playing in the annual cantata, and 
wonderful congregation members 
who sing the liturgy and hymns 

every Sunday. I’m honored to serve 
this congregation as the Minister of 
Music and to celebrate these 30 
years with you! Here’s to another 
30 years! 

Faithfully, your Minister of Music, 
Olesya Savinkova.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On November 6, 1988 on All Saints 
Sunday, the first worship service of 
Servants of Christ Lutheran Church 
was celebrated at Westminister Vil-
lage.  Over 100 people attended 
this initial service.  Together the 
Word was read, the bread was bro-

ken, the water splashed, and holy 
songs were sung.  The Spirit of God 
was moving and it was good.  Each 
week, we worship on the shoulders 
of those who came before and con-
tinue in the mission of reaching this 
community with the love of 
God.  More details about our 30th 
anniversary celebration will be 
coming, but for now, here are the 
important details.   

All Saints Sunday – November 4 – 
9:00 am Worship, followed by a fel-
lowship meal.   

All are invited to come. Every-
one!  Invitations were sent 
out.  Former pastors are were invit-
ed back. Former members who you 
haven’t seen in a while?  They were 
invited, too! Feel free to share the 

event that was on Facebook in the 
next few days in case anyone for-
gets.  

In the meantime, begin thinking 
about how God has used this con-
gregation to make a positive impact 
in your life and in our communi-
ty.  Anniversaries are a great time 
to stop, reflect, and recount the 
many blessings that God has given 
and to think about the future that 
God is calling us into in the years 
ahead.   

 

SOC’s 30th Anniversary Celebration 
November 4 

Help Decorate SOC  
for Advent 

 
Please stay after church on 
Sunday, December 2 to help 
decorate for Advent. The 
Bethlehem crew will be tak-
ing decorations down while 
we are setting up the deco-
rations in the sanctuary and 
in the narthex. There will not 
be an Adult Sunday school 
that day. Many hands make 
light work! 



SERRV Sale 
December 1, 2, and 9 
 

Our annual SERRV sale of hand crafted items 
from around the world will be available during 
the Walk to Bethlehem event and the follow-
ing two Sundays. This initiative is to fight 
world poverty.   

This is a great opportunity to check items off 
your Christmas shopping list while supporting 

 

Adult Bible Study 
Class 

Becky Holst will continue her 
engaging series called “Aging in 
the Grace of God” through No-
vember.  No matter what our 
age, we’re all aging!  Discus-
sions focus on, not only the 
challenges, but also the bless-
ings of aging. This class meets 
in the fellowship hall at 10:30. 
All ages welcome! 

Olesya will teach a class on De-
cember 9, but there will be no 
other Adult Sunday School 
Classes in December.   

Poinsettia Orders 
Deadline is November 11 

 

Be on the lookout for poinsettia order 
forms in your church mailbox.  The 

deadline will be Sunday, November 11.  
The plants will be used to decorate the 

sanctuary during Christmas. Please consider volun-
teering to be a Sunday 
Servant as you fill out 
your Time & Talents 
Sheets.  We will be hav-
ing NINE Services in  
December and it will be 
a blessing to share the 
duties amongst more 
people.   

We especially need more 
help with Ushers, Com-
munion Helpers, Security 
Team, Nursery, and 
Offering Counters.   

Thank you for being so 
generous with your 
time! 



QUILTING GROUP FOR LUTHERAN WORLD  
RELIEF // 1st and 3rd Wednesdays // 1:00 
pm // Join us to make quilts for people in need 
around the world.  All skill levels are welcome! 

MUMs - MOMS UPLIFTING MOMS //  
November 15 // 9:30 am // If you know of any 
mothers who work in the home or who could 
benefit from the spiritual growth and support 
offered through a weekday mom’s support 
group, please have them call the office.  

SENIOR SERVANTS // November 16 // 11:30 
am //  November 16, we will meet at Eddy’s for 
lunch at 11:30 am for our Senior Servants’ 
meeting. Please let us know if you will be able to 
dine with us on that day. Eddy’s is located at the 
Geist Marina.  Please contact the Bueltmanns if 
you have any questions 
(gandpbueltmann@aol.com). 

MEN’S BREAKFAST // November 17 // 8:30 
am // The monthly Men’s Breakfast meeting will 
be on Saturday, November 17, 8:30-10:00 a.m.  
Please bring your own breakfast or simply come 
and enjoy the coffee and juice that is provided.  
We will be Dwelling in the Word, a process of 
applying scripture to our lives.  No preparation is 
necessary.  Simply come and participate with 
your wisdom and voice in our discussion.   

(W3A) WOMEN WHO WORSHIP ALONE //  
November 18 // 10:15 am //  The W3A group 
will not be going out for breakfast on November 
18, but instead will host the coffee hour on that 
Sunday. 

SELAH BOOK GROUP // November 27 // 7:00 
pm // The next Selah Book Group meeting will be 
at the home of Sharon Rager on November 27 at 
7:00 p.m. We will discuss “The One Hundred Year 
Old Man Who Climbed Out the Window and Dis-
appeared” by Jonas Jonasson. 
 

SOC Monthly Groups 

 
        

 
 

Deb Jones    November 8 
Vivian Matthews   November 13 
Doug Gard    November 16 
Lauren Daniels   November 25 
Crystal Kindinger   November 27 
 
 
 

October Birthdays 

 

MUMs - Moms Uplifting Moms - (formerly MOPS) 
has started back up again.  We are a group of 
women that care for one another during this de-
manding season of our lives called motherhood.  
Our monthly formal meetings entail a full break-
fast, speaker, prayer and fellowship time while 
our little Sprouts are cared for by loving childcare 
workers.   

We also meet informally during the month for 
both a playdate as well as one evening for a 
Moms Night Out.   

If you know of a mother that could benefit from 
support and fellowship with other mothers and 
mentors, please tell her about our group or have 
her contact Jill in the church office at 
jill@servantsofchrist.org and 317-823-9580. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:00 am  
Sunday School 10:30 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 
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