Journey to the Manger
6

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest
room available for them. - Luke 2:6-7
7

6 As

you therefore have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in
him and established in the faith, just
as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving. – Colossians 2:6-7
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The Journey to the Manger each Christmas can
sometimes feel a little bit
too pristine. We have this
image in our minds of
Angels, Shepherds, and
Magi all gathered around
in awe of the perfect child
lying in a manger. There
are lowing cattle as Mary
gives birth in a barn with a
little drummer boy looking
on.

dirty at the same time.
Smelly and glorious. As we
journey to the manger together this year, I am ever
mindful that the journey is
difficult for many in our
community. Some people
are missing their traveling
companions for the first
time, which is why I am
thankful that we have a
Blue Christmas Service
(December 19). Regardless of how difficult or
easy your journey to
Christmas may be this
year, remember, that God
is with you as you travel.
May his presence be as
undeniable as a child in a
manger when you arrive.

This hallmark version of
the story is sweet and fills
us with hope. However,
the journey to the manger
was never that easy or
peaceful for God or for
us. All of those who came
to see the newborn king,
did so not knowing what Merry Christmas, Pr. Wade
they would find, only
knowing that they wanted
to be closer to God.

The journey was likely
hard and rocky, coming
with a cost, especially for
the Magi; but, the journey
was worth it. At the end,
God was there in the flesh
and in the dirty feed
trough. God in the flesh.
Close enough to touch, to
hear cry, both Holy and

Building Faith Families
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into Everyday Family Life

The season of advent is full of traditions and
special moments that can help instill in faith as a
central part of your child’s and family life. When
some advent calendars feed our own desires
(daily chocolate, legos, etc.) we miss out on the
fact that Advent calendars were originally designed to help us learn the bible stories and
commit them to memory. In order to help your
family learn some central bible stories during
this season, consider the following reading plan.
You will enjoy it more than the elf on the shelf, I
guarantee.
Reading the bible each day with children during
the holiday is a great for children to become familiar with, and to celebrate, the wonder of
God’s love. All children’s Bibles are different.
The selections below are based on the Spark
Story Bible, by Augsburg Fortress/Sparkhouse
Publishing. If you don’t have this particular
bible, you can select related readings from
another children’s Bible.
The Advent & Christmas readings from the Children’s Bible are a self-contained series designed
to give highlights of the story of God’s salvation
leading up to and during the birth of Jesus.
First Week of Advent – December 2-8
Sunday, Creation (Genesis 1)
Monday, Adam and Eve (Genesis 2)
Tuesday, Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6-9)
Wednesday, God’s Promises to Abram (Genesis 15)
Thursday, Abraham and Sarah’s Visitors (Genesis 17)
Friday, Isaac’s Blessing (Genesis 25, 27)
Saturday, Jacob Wrestles (Genesis 32)
Second Week of Advent – December 9-15
Sunday, Baby Moses (Exodus 2)
Monday, The Burning Bush (Exodus 3)
Tuesday, Free from Slavery (Exodus 5-6)
Wednesday, The Red Sea (Exodus 14)
Thursday, Manna, Quail, and Water (Exodus 16, 17)
Friday, The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)
Saturday, A Message from God (Deuteronomy 6)

Third Week of Advent – December 16-22
Sunday, Deborah (Judges 4-5)
Monday, Naomi and Ruth (Ruth 1)
Tuesday, God Calls Samuel (1 Samuel 3)
Wednesday, David is Chosen (1 Samuel 16)
Thursday, Solomon Builds the Temple (1 Kings 6)
Friday, Angels Visit (Matthew 1, Luke 1)
Saturday, Mary Visits Elizabeth (Luke 1)

Fourth Week of Advent, First Week of Christmas –
December 23-39
Sunday, Zechariah (Luke 1)
Monday, Jesus is Born (Luke 2)
Tuesday, God Will Bring Peace (Isaiah 2)
Wednesday, A Child Called Immanuel (Isaiah 7)
Thursday, God’s Peaceful World (Isaiah 11)
Friday, A Ruler from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2-5)
Saturday, A Good Ruler (Jeremiah 33)
Second Week of Christmas – December 31-January 6
Sunday, Jesus the Word (John 1)
Monday, Wise Men (Matthew 2)
Tuesday, Escape to Egypt (Matthew 2)
Wednesday, Simeon and Anna (Luke 2)
Thursday, The Boy at the Temple (Luke 2)
Friday, John the Baptist (Matthew 11, Mark 1, Luke 3,
John 1)
Saturday, Jesus’ Baptism (Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3)
Sunday, Epiphany of our Lord, The Lamb of God
(John 1)

Growing in Grace
“I’m sorry, but I don’t think that
your father is able to live on his
own, and I don’t expect that he
will ever be able to be independent again.” Those words
are difficult to hear for both the
person who is losing their independence, and for those on
whom the person will be dependent for the future. With
each loss of ability comes a
sense of loss and grief that is
often difficult for both the parent and the child caregivers to
navigate. ConsumerAffairs.com
offers the following advice for
people on both sides of the situation. This month, we will only address those who are losing
their independence, while next
month there will be suggestions
for those whose loved ones are
now more dependent upon
them. When a person loses
their independence, there is
often a sense of “My God, My
God, why have you forsaken
me” that comes along with it.
The first suggestion for people
experiencing a loss of independence is to remember that
you are not alone. It happens
to most people as they age, and
it’s perfectly natural to feel
frustrated, angry, or afraid.
There are, however, ways to
cope and help you adjust.
Understand that your feelings
are valid, but let go of guilt Losing your independence can
leave you feeling angry, frustrated or scared. These feelings
are understandable, but don’t
let them lead you to feeling
guilt or shame. You’re going to
need some help, and that’s OK.
Remember that you are not a
burden, you are a person who
deserves to be loved and cared
for.

Christmas and Advent at SOC
Don’t be afraid to ask for helpIf you’re having trouble getting
around somewhere or remembering appointments, ask for
help. It can be frustrating or annoying, but you are going to
have to depend on people for
everyday things. It may be humbling and uncomfortable to ask
for help at first, but it’ll become
more natural as you do it. And
the people you ask will probably be relieved that you’re asking for help instead of doing
something that could cause an
injury.
Try to listen to advice - It can
be hard to take advice from
others about your life, especially if you are a fiercely independent person. Sometimes, though,
you need to take the advice of
others. If someone thinks you
may need a walk-in bathtub or
a stair lift, give their suggestion
some consideration. They have
your best interest at heart.
Be honest with your loved ones
Even though you need help, you
still need control over your life.
If you think your caregivers,
friends or family are micromanaging more of your decisions
than they should, tell them. Be
honest about how you’re feeling if you think they can be
more supportive instead of controlling.
(www.consumeraffairs.com/
health/loss-ofindependence.html)

Midweek Advent Services: Wednesday, Dec. 5
and 12, at 12:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - We will
look at not only the
significance of Bethlehem, but other locations that shaped Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.
Nazareth, Jerusalem, and the journey to Bethlehem. There is significance between person and
place, impossible to separate. As we reflect, we
will see the power of Immanuel, God with us.
Christmas Cantata: Sunday, Dec. 16, 9:00 a.m.
- A festive and celebratory service of music and singing. This
year’s Cantata is
named “A Great and
Mighty Wonder.” Strings, horns, bells, and voices will join together to proclaim our mighty God
and the great things He has done.
Blue Christmas Service: Wednesday, Dec. 19, at
12:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - While Advent is a season of hope and
Christmas is a season
Blue
of joy, not everyone
feels hopeful or like
celebrating. The Blue
Christmas
worship
service is a quiet and contemplative service to
bring hope to those who are grieving, facing a
hard time, or prefer a sensory friendly worship
this Christmas season.

Christmas

Children’s Christmas Program: Sunday, Dec. 23,
9:00 a.m. - The Children’s Program will
occur during the Sunday worship service.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services: Monday,
Dec 24, 5:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m. - “Let
Every Heart Prepare
Him Room.” The
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services are a
time to join together
in worship and reflection before the feasting
and bustle of Christmas Day. Let us come together and feast on His word and sacraments!

A Walk Thru Bethlehem: God Working Through Us
Thank you to everyone who
helped to make the Walk Thru
Bethlehem a success. I want
to especially thank the coleaders George Bueltmann
and Denisa Hanania. Their
leadership allowed space for
God’s Spirit to bring together
creative people to build, sow,
act, and serve in unity for the
benefit of the entire community. This event would not have

been a success without the
hard work and dedication of
many who spent hours working with the gifts to which God
has given to them. Together,
we were able to open our
doors to the wider community
and to share the story of God’s
incarnation with over 650 people! It is awe-inspiring to be
part of what God is doing in
our community and to witness

God working through us to do
more than we could ever hope
or imagine.

Impact of the
Walk Thru Bethlehem
It takes courage and discernment to follow God’s Spirit to
do things which are bigger than anything that you can do
on your own. This Walk Thru Bethlehem was in some
ways dreaming a dream that was bigger than we could
accomplish on our own. That was correct. We could not
have done this on our own. On Saturday, I saw people
from Holy Cross, the home school group, girl scouts, and others serving with
us. They wanted to serve with us because they knew us, and they could tell that
God’s Spirit was directing this. Together, we brought a community together for
this event. I am still amazed by the number of people who came through on Saturday (650+)! More than the statistical number, it was WHO came through. I saw
people with whom I have spent time building relationships with throughout the
year and many more on whom I had never laid eyes before. There were
people with whom I have had touch-points with through-out the year. People with whom I was intentional to build relationships. I imagine that others
in our community saw the same, faces with whom they formed a deeper
connection with throughout the year. At the beginning of the year, we set
out to strengthen our relationships with the community around us and I feel
that we saw the fruit of that work on Saturday. Why is this? People in the
community are learning how much we care. While we did this for the community, we also did it WITH the community, which I think allows us to give
back. As Jim Blodgett said to me yesterday, when we reach out to the community, the community reaches back. May the impact of this event be long
lasting in ways that we cannot see or anticipate.! Praise be to the God incarnate in our midst!

NeighborLink
In spite of the cold weather there is
still a lot of work going on. In this
season of giving, why not give a
little of your time? If you would
like to get involved, now is a great
time; email j11jefferis@gmail.com
to volunteer. Or, if you can donate
a little Christmas gift to help out, –
or – make a general donation to
NeighborLink at www.nlindy.org/
donate.

Here is an idea of the recent projects and needs that have come in:
•Senior couple needs a gutter re-

placed across front of house – we’ll
need about $220
•Senior man needs handrail on front
steps. We’ll need about $210
•Senior veteran needs grab bars for
bathroom. We’ll need about $150
•Senior needs dining room cleared of

God at Work - Deaconess in Deutchland
Report from Deaconess Kim Bueltmann, serving in Leipzig, Germany
One young man, “John,” left Afghanistan a few years ago because
his life was in danger. For a time,
he had enjoyed work as a driver
for American soldiers. After many
troops left, jobs were harder to
find, and John made enemies by
refusing to join the Taliban. He
had no choice but to flee. When
he met one of our
church
members,
“Mark,” in a class for
refugees last year,
they chatted during
breaks because they
were the only two in
the class who spoke
Persian. Mark noticed
that John seemed sad
and finally asked him
about it. John shared
that he had been
suffering from depression for five years, and that he
had been praying to Allah to take
the depression away. Mark invited John to our church. At first,
John was hesitant and reluctant to
come since he was Muslim. Finally,
he agreed to meet Mark there on
a Sunday. During the service, Mark
was praying for John.

Meanwhile, John was formulating
his own silent prayer, “Jesus, I
don’t know you, but if you will
help me, I will believe in you.”
John described an inexplicable
feeling of peace during that first
visit to our church. He has attended regularly ever since, with a
strong desire to learn all he can
about salvation in
Jesus. He began catechism classes and
was baptized on Pentecost. John comes to
weekly Bible study
and often stays late
to ask more questions. He even continues to come to
catechism classes to
review and learn
more. He is also a big
help when I am
teaching on my own and Persian
translation is needed. I have been
blessed to have many discussions
with John as he grows in his faith.
He still struggles with anxiety occasionally, but he says the peace and
forgiveness he has found in Christ
have completely changed his life.

furniture to have plumbing leak repaired in ceiling
•Plus quite a few more!
Thank you for supporting one of our
mission partners at this difficult time
for our community members.

Mission+Outreach
Update
A HUGE thank you to everyone for
your support of the SERRV project
and Angel tree. Please be on the
lookout in the bulletin announcements for the total amount raised in
the near future.
In January, Mission+Outreach will
begin discussing our grants for funding local, state, national and international projects. AND YOU CAN HELP!
If you have a project that you support
and believe is a great mission for SOC
to consider supporting, please send
an email to Cindy Stone or Barb Andrews indicating:
•
•

The name and address of the group
The purpose and focus of the
project
• How you are involved
• The amount you would suggest we
donate

These should be sent by January 4,
2019. Our categories include: Evangelism, Faith, Youth, Seminarians, Shelter/Housing, Hunger, Health, and
Poverty.

SOC Monthly Groups
QUILTING GROUP FOR LUTHERAN WORLD
RELIEF // Will Resume in January // 1:00 pm //
Join us to make quilts for people in need around
the world. All skill levels are welcome!
SENIOR SERVANTS // No Meeting in December // 11:30 am // There is no meeting for December.
MEN’S BREAKFAST // No Meeting in December // 8:30 am // The monthly Men’s Breakfast
meeting will be on Saturday, November 17, 8:3010:00 a.m. Please bring your own breakfast or
simply come and enjoy the coffee and juice that
is provided. We will be Dwelling in the Word, a
process of applying scripture to our lives. No
preparation is necessary. Simply come and participate with your wisdom and voice in our discussion.
(W3A) WOMEN WHO WORSHIP ALONE //
December 16 // 10:15 am // If you are a woman who
worships alone on Sunday, let’s go out for breakfast!
Meet Dottie Lehigh in the Narthex at 10:15 a.m. after
the service December 16. We will go to a local restaurant – eat, meet, and chat.

MUMs - MOMS UPLIFTING MOMS //
December 20 // 9:30 am // If you know of any
mothers who work in the home or who could
benefit from the spiritual growth and support
offered through a weekday mom’s support
group, please have them call the office.
SELAH BOOK GROUP // January 29 // 6:30 pm //
Selah Book Group will not be meeting in December, but will resume in January. The next
meeting will be at the home of Barb Gehris on
January 29 at 6:30 p.m. We will discuss “Miami
Indians” by Stu Rafert.

December Birthdays
Robert Oren
Jesus Vesga
Diane Marten
Michael Bowman
Lucy Gard
Carin Blodgett
Nicole Shoaf

December 1
December 7
December 16
December 20
December 20
December 21
December 31

Mission Endowment
Fund Matching Update
Absolutely amazing! As of the end of
November, you have exceeded the goal
of $80,000 and have almost reached
$90,000. And we still have December.
Praise the Lord!
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