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Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.23 They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23

6 As

you therefore have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in
him and established in the faith, just
as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving. – Colossians 2:6-7
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As the calendar turns to
another year, we are
reminded that God has
been faithful with us.
Whether your home is big
or small, it is a place
where your faith can grow
each day. I am excited this
month to share with you a
new resource to help you
practice your faith on your
own, with your spouse, or
your entire family. It’s
called “Taking Faith Home.”
Each week, you will find a
scripture reading that ties
in with the lessons for the
week. There are suggested prayers for different
times during the day
which will bring variety
and a new spark to your
prayer life. Finally, there
are hymns which you can
sing or listen that will help
to reinforce what you are
reflecting on during the
week.
While there is no one formula to help your faith
and trust in God to grow,
this is one resource or tool
that can help you in this
new year. If you need suggestions for implementing
this into your home life,
look for the Building Faith

Families article later in this
newsletter. Also, If you
would find it helpful to
have a hymnal in your
home, the church will be
placeing a bulk order for
those who wish to purchase one by the end of
January. Each hymnal is
$25.
While God’s faithfulness is
new every morning, be
looking for this every
week to remind you that
God is with you daily, no
matter your circumstance.
May you “take your faith
home” so that you never
forget that God’s compassion and love for you will
never fail. - Pastor Wade

Building Faith Families
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into Everyday Family Life

at dinner or right before bed. Whatever works for your family.
2. Memorization is huge and kids
can soak it up much better than
adults. Just read it once a day, and
at the end of the week, see if your
kids can remember it for a small
treat.

As you might have already read
back on page 1, there is a new resource available to you to help you
bring faith into your home. If
you’ve not seen it, go read it now,
I’ll wait. Great, now that you see
what it is like, here are a few ways
to help you implement it at home.
1. Pick a time and be consistent. It
could be first thing in the morning,

Even though, we are past the
Advent and Christmas seasons, it’s
never too late or maybe too early
(yes, I might be thinking ahead to
December 2019 already) to talk
about the carols that we all know
and love; many we can sing without music (I bet!) like Amazing
Grace, Then Sings my Soul, and It
Is Well with My Soul. One of those
is Silent Night.
Last year, 2018, was the 200th
year anniversary since it was
written. 200 years later, it’s still
the song that represents the birth
of Christ around the world.

3. Kids love music, and it is through
music that we first learn about our
faith. There is a hymn suggestion
for each week. Most hymns can be
found on YouTube. Don’t worry if
you sing off key, or if your child is
not the next contestant on American Idol. The joy that you share will
be worth it! If a traditional hymn
does not connect with you or them,
try picking a song from K-Love and

In 1818, a young priest, Father Joseph Mohr, wrote a poem Stille
Nacht, while living in Mariafarr,
Austria. In 1818, the acting group
was scheduled to re-enact the story of Christ’s birth at the little
church of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf. However, the organ was not
working and could not be repaired
before Christmas. Mohr went to
visit the church organist, Franz
Gruber, so he could write the melody which could be sung with a
guitar. The Oberndorf congregation heard the carol for the first
time on Christmas Eve 1818. By
1838, the song was brought to the
United States. Nearly 50 years
after it was written, Silent Night
was translated into English.
Today, the song has more than
200 versions and has been trans-

sing it daily during the week. Either
way, try to connect the song to
your life this week to help children
see how your faith impacts your
daily life.
4. Give yourself grace. If life gets a
little crazy and you miss a day, or a
week, you can pick it right back up
where you left. Like God’s promises that are new everyday, these
Taking Faith Home resources will
come every week!
5. Don’t forget the Prayers and
Blessings. This will help you to add
variety to your prayer life, and will
draw you closer to your children as
you bless them each week.
Is it working for your family?
Let Pastor Wade know!

lated into hundreds of languages.
One of the most memorable moments of all the song’s history
came during the Christmas truce
of 1914 during World War I. It was
then that Silent Night was sung
simultaneously in French, English
and German by the troops. “Silent
Night, Holy Night, All is calm, All is
bright.” These are the words that
transcend time, space and cultural
differences. It is important, then,
to not simply listen but to sing out
the depth of these words. For the
“dawn of redeeming grace” is
something far greater and grander
than any song we could ever
write.
Faithfully, your Minister of Music,
Olesya Savinkova.

Growing in Grace
“Honor your father and your
mother, so that you may live
long in the land the Lord your
God is giving you. - Exodus
20:12

When a parent is unable to be
independent, it can often be hard
to honor your parent. They may
know what they want, but that
may not always be realistic or obtainable. Is it possible for them to
stay in their home? Can they still
manage their own finances. Last
month we tried to offer advice for
those who are losing control and
to envision yourself in their position. This month, the following
advice, is again from ConsumerAdvice.com. The struggle to
honor your father and mother
may take on a different meaning
at this stage of your relationship
that can be deep and personal,
yet frustrating and unfulfilling at
time.
For loved ones of people experiencing a loss of independence,
helping someone who is losing
their independence can be physically and emotionally exhausting.
Nevertheless, if you have someone in your life who is losing independence, you’ll want to support
them as best you can. Here are
some tips to be more supportive.

Help them get out of the house If your loved one is unable to
drive, help them get out of the
house. Seeing friends and family
can lift their spirits and lighten
their moods. If you find them becoming more irritable or shorttempered, suggest going for a
short walk or visiting a friend.
Ask them how they’re feeling
and listen to them - You may
have a lot of suggestions, but
know the difference between
helping and controlling your loved
one. If your loved one tells you
that you’re being too controlling,
listen to them. Even if you think
you’re helping, you could be accidentally dismissing their concerns.
When they tell you that maybe
they don’t need you to do absolutely everything for them, believe them.
Take time for self-care - Caring
for someone losing their independence can be physically and
emotionally exhausting. Make
sure you take some time for yourself if you’re feeling overwhelmed. Hire a caretaker if you
can and take some time off. Don’t
neglect self-care; you can’t help
anyone if you’re just as tired and
frustrated as they are.

See www.consumeraffairs.com/
Be patient - Someone losing their health/loss-of-independence.html
independence may become irritable or easily frustrated. It’ll take
time for them to acknowledge
they need help, especially if they
are stubborn. Don’t forget,
they’ve been going about their
daily lives for years. You can’t expect them to accept everything at
once; be patient because as hard
as it is for you, it’s even harder for
them.

Adult Sunday School
Schedule

January 13 & 20—Jana Stoltenberg presents the last two lessons of “Aging in the Grace of
God”
January 27 & February 3—
Sharilyn Wendt presents
February 10 & March 10—Chris
Carron presents “The Art of Creation”:

The Art of Creation. Running for
five Sundays beginning Feb. 10,
Chris Carron will offer a followup to last year’s Adult Bible
Study on the Art of Reconciliation. This year’s class, The Art of
Creation, will explore symbolism and meaning in visual arts
inspired by origin stories from
the Old Testament Book of Genesis, including the creation of
the world, the Garden of Eden
and fall into sin, Cain and Abel,
the Great Flood, and the Tower
of Babel.
March 17 & May19 – Jim & Carin
Blodgett present “Light and Darkness”, a discussion and video series on depression.

Stewardship Report
George Bueltmann, Stewardship Chair
Thank you and congratulations for
your 2018 contributions to Servants
of Christ. We exceeded the Mission
Endowment Fund goal of $80,000,
and so with the matching challenge
contributed a total of $103,061.
Contributions to the General Operations Fund totaled $208,124 and to
the Long Term Maintenance Fund of
$13,897. Designated contributions
to other causes totaled $32,892.

the result was outstanding. Sunday
morning worship and Sunday School
are conducted, not only by the Pastor and Organist, but many volunteers are needed. During the week,
a variety of groups and committees
meet and provide support.

end retreat in early January to reflect on how we did in 2018 and to
look forward to 2019 and beyond.
One of the areas of concentration
will be leadership. How can we improve our current leadership and
develop new leaders. Think about
So now we look forward to 2019. how you may increase your particiThe Church Council met in a week- pation in a leadership role.

We also contributed to the Servants
of Christ’s program with our time
and talent in so many ways. Of
course a very visible and recent program was the Walk Thru Bethlehem.
There is no way to calculate the total number of hours you spent and

Mission+Outreach Update
Report from Cindy Stone
(photo courtesy of Gennesaret
Facebook page)

I was able to attend the
Gennesaret Free Clinic volunteer and donor meeting
November 27, 2018. They have
been a long term Mission
Partner.
First the name Gennesaret
comes from Mark and
Matthew, a place where Jesus
performed healing. Last year,
2018, was the 30th Anniversary
of Gennesaret. It was started
by Dr. Tom Fagin who was volunteering at a homeless
food program and saw the need to provide healthcare.
They currently have space in 7 homeless program locations around downtown Indianapolis. In 2018 they provided care for 2,846 patients during 5,342 patient visits. Of those 1,691 were for medical care and 470 for

dental care. They also have three recovery homes were
homeless men and women that have been in the hospital can recover after surgery or other treatments.
That has served 32 men and 12 women. The women’s
health service for cancer screening and diagnostic are
has also assisted 273 women. Julie Benson is a former
board member. They must raise $1.4 million a year to
continue to meet the needs of the homeless they
serve.

Many Thanks
Thank you to everyone who contributed to
the staff Christmas gift. We are so thankful
to serve at Servants of Christ Lutheran
Church, and we look forward to the year to
come!
Forever grateful, Vivian, Jill, and Pr. Wade

SOC Monthly Groups
MEN’S BREAKFAST // January 12 & February 9 //
8:30 am // The monthly Men’s Breakfast meeting
will be on Saturday, January 12 & February 9, 8:3010:00 a.m. Please bring your own breakfast or
simply come and enjoy the coffee and juice that is
provided. We will be Dwelling in the Word, a process of applying scripture to our lives. No preparation is necessary. Simply come and participate
with your wisdom and voice in our discussion.
MUMs - MOMS UPLIFTING MOMS // January 17
& February 21 // 9:30 am // If you know of any
mothers who work in the home or who could
benefit from the spiritual growth and support
offered through a weekday mom’s support
group, please have them call the office.
SENIOR SERVANTS // January 18 & February 15 //
11:30 am // We will have a white chili luncheon
followed by a talk from Pastor Wade about his recent trip to Africa. The chili will be mild. (Spices
and chili peppers will be provided for anyone who
likes it hotter). Please plan to join us for this stimulating meeting. You do not have to bring anything
but yourselves. The luncheon will be provided by
the Bueltmanns & Dottie Lehigh.
(W3A) WOMEN WHO WORSHIP ALONE //
January 20 // 10:15 am // If you are a woman
who worships alone on Sunday, let’s go out for
breakfast! Meet Dottie Lehigh in the Narthex at
10:15 a.m. after the service January 20. We will go
to a local restaurant – eat, meet, and chat.

SELAH BOOK GROUP // January 29 & February
26 // 6:30 pm // The next meeting of Selah Book
Group will be at the home of Barb Gehris on January 29 at 6:30 p.m. We will discuss “Miami Indians” by Stu Rafert.
The February meeting will be February 26 at 6:30
p.m. at the home of Pat Bueltmann. We will discuss “Hillbilly Elegy” by J.D. Vance.

QUILTING GROUP FOR LUTHERAN WORLD
RELIEF // 1st and 3rd Wednesday // 1:00 pm //
Join us to make quilts for people in need around
the world. We will start back up January 21. All
skill levels are welcome!
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