Looking into Acts
Pr. Wade Apel
32 [But Peter said] This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are
witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has
poured out this that you both see and hear. —Acts 2:32-33

6 As

you therefore have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in
him and established in the faith, just
as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving. – Colossians 2:6-7
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During the season of Easter
(Alleluia!) in year C of the
lectionary, we will hear seven weeks of readings from
the book of Acts. This book
is an exciting story of the
early years of the church.
This is the church in the
“What now?!” phase. There
are exciting stories of people
coming to faith in Jesus, religious persecution, and conflict. It could be used as the
basis for a regular TV drama.
Some of the worship
patterns and spiritual disciplines were developed in
those first years still influence our worship today.
What should you know before you dig in and start
reading the book of Acts?
1. The writer of Acts is the
same as the Gospel of Luke,
so this book is like a sequel
to the Gospel of Luke. While
this doesn’t mean that you
have to start with Luke before Acts, you will notice
some of the same themes
that tie the books together.
2. Luke has been called a
historian, pastor, evangelist,
and theologian.

3. While there are aspects
of the Father and the Son
found in Acts, the main way
God is revealed is through
the Holy Spirit.
4. God is seen as a God of
Grace. From the stories
about Peter, to the conversion of Saul to Paul, the book
of Acts shows the grace of
God over and over again.
As we consider our own calling to live differently with
the Good News of the Resurrection, may you be
strengthened by the courage
of faith in those first apostles, some of the first to proclaim that He is Risen! He is
Risen indeed. Alleluia!

Building Faith Families
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into Everyday Family Life

If . . . What If?: Quirky
Questions & Daily
Devotions to Feed Your
Family & Your Faith
The art of conversation has been
dying out for a long time. As communication happens more and
more over electronic forms, we
lose the skills needed for face to
face conversation. I have noticed
this skill lacking in many children
who struggle with basic social conversation skills because there are
fewer free moments to simply be
and talk, without an agenda or purpose. This unique devotion book
will help your grow together as a
family and to grow in your faith.
Written by a father and son, it's

filled with clever questions and profound insights that speak to kids,
teens and adults alike. It's the kind
of thing you can pull out around
the dinner table, bring with you on
a hike, or read on a family road
trip—pretty much anywhere you're
willing to wrangle a few minutes to
grow together. It's sure to create
meaningful discussions, deepen
your family's faith, and offer plenty
of laughs along the way. Quirky
Questions. Clever Conversations.
Faith-Filled Families.
Anyone can ask a good question, be
it to create chit-chat, launch a
deeper conversation or uncover
truth. If you had some help getting
started, you might even find your
relationships with God and your

Mission Partners Brunch
May 5, 10:30 am

We will have a mission brunch to
meet with two mission partners
on May 5 after church. One group
is Servants at Work (SAWS).
SAWS partners with local churches to build ramps for wheelchairbound individuals in our area. We
have volunteered with them for
several years now, doing two
builds a year. Please see Kurt
Kruty if building is an activity you
would like to do or learn. There
will be a sign-up in the narthex.
We will also introduce a new mission partner, Outreach: Hope for
Homeless Youth. Katie Blodgett is
working there and we will be supporting their Baby Shower event.
Mission+Outreach funds will be

providing some gift cards for the
baskets. We would like to encourage you to go to the
outreachindiana.org website and
order items from Amazon, or
bring on May 5 one of the following:

• Clothes, pajamas, socks, shoes,
etc sizes newborn to 12 months •
Diapers sizes newborn to 5 • Baby wipes • Shampoo, baby wash,
lotion, diaper rash cream • Bottles
• Pacifiers • Burp cloths • Towels
• Sleep sacks • Bibs
We will continue collecting- see
the bin in the narthex until early
July. Any questions please see
Cindy Stone or Carin Blodgett.

family better for it. What if along
the way your questions could help
you better understand the whole
Bible, cover-to-cover?
www.amazon.com/If-What-QuirkyQuestions-Devotions/
dp/1433650339/
Did you know…There is also a free
devotion book for young readers
that can be found in the narthex? It is called My Devotions and
is published quarterly. If you can’t
find a copy, just ask.

Growing in Grace
2 Corinthians 4:16 - Therefore
we do not lose heart. Though
outwardly we are wasting
away, yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day.

One area that provides room for
continuing growth in the senior
years is the spiritual life. Your
body may be aging, but the spirit
is still capable of growth, renewal,
or even new birth in old age.
Those who are "spiritually dead"
can find spiritual life through a
new or renewed faith commitment in Christ. The new believer
can grow toward spiritual maturity. The spiritually mature person
can keep growing in wisdom, love,
joy, and other spiritual gifts. In
fact, many of this world's greatest
prayer warriors are senior citizens.
In spite of changes, losses, and
chronic health conditions, elderly
people can continue to cultivate
their relationship with God.

lievers. As your friends die or
move away, you may lose your
connections to the community of
faith. Failing eyesight can make it
hard to read the Bible, and hardness of hearing can make it difficult to hear sermons. You may be
affected by negative stereotypes
and myths that project old people
as unteachable, useless, unproductive or dependent on others.
Like all Christians, seniors need
the fellowship and encouragement of other believers. Faith that
is not nourished stagnates.
These roadblocks can be overcome when you are willing to relate to the church in a new
way. When you can’t come to
church, allow the church to come
to you. It may be with a ride to
church, or gathering with other at
a nursing facility for bible study.
When you have a hard time hearing, ask for a printed copy of the
sermon. When your voice can no
longer carry a note, allow the
words to sink more deeply into
your soul.
Let the words of “Lord, I Need
You” provide you with the
strength to continue growing in
grace no matter your age:

So teach my song to rise to You
When temptation comes my way
Just like any age, there can be When I cannot stand I'll fall on
roadblocks and challenges to You
growing spiritually. Sometime the Jesus, You're my hope and stay
worship service can provide too
much stimulation or become too Lord, I need You, oh, I need You
unfamiliar so that what used to Every hour I need You
provide comfort, now seems too My one defense, my righteousness
unfamiliar. Some are too feeble to Oh God, how I need You
get to church or to participate in
religious activities with other be-

Lutheran Child &
Family Services Golf
Outing
June 18, 2019

The 34th Annual Lutherwood
Golf Outing will take place on
June 12, 2018 at Plum Creek Golf
Club in Carmel, IN. Outing participants will unite for the worthy
cause of supporting Lutheran
Child & Family Service’s vision of
linking children, families and
communities together to build a
brighter future for Central Indiana. The programs of LCFS include: Lutherwood Residential
Treatment Facility, Spiritual Engagement Education and Development, Emergency Shelter Care,
Community Based Services, Trinity House Group Home, The IM-

PACT Program and The Sharing
Place Food Pantry. Visit Lutheranfamily.org to learn more. Registration
includes greens fees, golf cart,
driving range & putting green, 2
beverage tickets, box lunch, dinner and prize entries. Plum Creek
Golf Club: 12401 Lynnwood Blvd.
Carmel. To become a sponsor or
reserve your spot, contact Susan
at events@lutheranfamily.org or
317-359-5467 ext. 235.

The Annual Meeting will be on
Sunday, May 19 immediately
following worship. Members
will vote on upcoming council
officer changes and the annual budget. The Annual Report
will be in your church mailboxes on May 5, so be on the
lookout for them. Thank you!

Worship Experience at Cross of Grace
Sunday, May 19, 5:00 pm

Cross of Grace is hosting Aaron Niequist (author,
musician, and former worship leader at Willow
Creek) for something we're calling an
"Experimental Worship Gathering" at 5:00 p.m.
on Sunday, May 19. This event is free and open to
the public (after all, it's a worship service!). Pastors, worship leaders, musicians, and church leadership teams from across denominations are our
target audience.
After experiencing a spiritual awakening while at
Willow Creek, Aaron Niequist committed to exploring ways that worship can act as a springboard to daily discipleship. He has recently
written about this experience in the book The
Eternal Current. At Cross of Grace, Aaron will
lead a version of worship that integrates education and practice of spiritual disciplines along with
preaching, music, and prayer.

The event is free, but RSVPs are required through
the Eventbrite page:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/experimentalworship-gathering-with-aaron-niequist-tickets59491331173
More info about Aaron Niequist can be found at
his website: http://www.aaronniequist.com

Our Church Family
Spending Time Together at Easter and Serving Together at Pack Away Hunger

Quilters’ Social
By Karen Rider

In March, Bethlehem’s quilters hosted the
quilting group from Servant of Christ Lutheran
Church for fellowship, lunch and an idea exchange. The SOC group has been active for a
little over two years. That morning we tied
(tied knots to hold the layers of fabric together)
three quilts from SOC and two from BLC. Their
finished quilts will be sent to Lutheran World
Relief for global distribution, as are most of our
quilts. We enjoyed the morning and hope to
get together again.
SOC quilters invite you to join us on Wednesday, May 1 and 15, at 1:00 in the fellowship
hall. All that is needed is a couple of hours of
time and a couple of willing hands. There will
be a job you can do.

Pictured, L to R: Jerilyn Roy, Betty Carr, Addie Yoder,
Carolyn Konnert, Judy Anderson, Mary Beth Kruty, Julie
Smith, Norma Crabiel, and Karen Rider behind the camera.

Mark Calendars for Upcoming
SAWS Build
Saturday, June 8

The SAWs Ramp Build is a wonderful time to
work alongside fellow members of SOC and
other churches to add a life-changing addition
to a home in need. The SAWs ramps help
those who are wheelchair-bound to maintain
their independence.
Be on the lookout for a sign-up sheet in the
narthex, and attend the May 5 Mission Partner
brunch to learn more about this organization.

SOC Monthly Groups
MEN’S BREAKFAST // May 11 // 8:30 am //
The monthly Men’s Breakfast meeting will be
on Saturday, May 11, 8:30-10:00 a.m. Please
bring your own breakfast or simply come and
enjoy the coffee and juice that is provided. We
will be Dwelling in the Word, a process of applying scripture to our lives. No preparation is
necessary. Simply come and participate with
your wisdom and voice in our discussion.

MUMs - MOMS UPLIFTING MOMS // May
16 // 9:30 am // If you know of any mothers
who work in the home or who could benefit
from the spiritual growth and support offered
through a weekday mom’s support group,
please have them call the office.
SENIOR SERVANTS // May 17 // 11:30 am //
Senior Servants are having a carry in salad
luncheon on May 17 at 11:30 a.m. and we will
watch a video from “Patterns of Evidence”:
“The Moses Controversy”. (Did Moses write the
first five books of the Bible in Hebrew?). Pastor
Wade is renting the video for us. He thinks the
video looked well produced and that we would
have a variety of opinions and that there is
room for disagreement. This should be an interesting discussion. We hope you will join us!
(W3A) WOMEN WHO WORSHIP ALONE //
May 26 // 10:15 am // On Sunday, May 26, we
will gather in the narthex after worship at
10:15 am and travel to Lois Gillespie’s home.
Please check the announcements closer to the
date for an address.

May Birthdays
Mike Konnert
Brad Cohron
Michele Cohron
Carol Thiel
Lauren Parthun
Meghan Rhoads
Tanner Bowman
Boyd Lofton
Jack Wolfred
Bill Bushlack
Nancy Nyland
Joanne Van Buskirk
Christopher Daniels

May 1
May 3
May 6
May 13
May 15
May 18
May 22
May 22
May 23
May 27
May 28
May 30
May 31

SELAH BOOK GROUP // May 28 // 7:00 pm //
The next meeting of Selah Book Group will be
at the home of Kathy Bender at 7:00 p.m. on
May 28. We will discuss “Where the Crawdads
Sing” by Delia Owens.
QUILTING GROUP FOR LUTHERAN WORLD
RELIEF // 1st and 3rd Wednesday // 1:00
pm // Join us to make quilts for people in need
around the world. No prior experience necessary.
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