
A mission-minded congregation of the 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Servants of Christ Lutheran Church | Indianapolis 
www.servantsofchrist.org 

 

By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in  
a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. – Exodus 13:21 

SERVANT MESSENGER  

January-February 2020 |   Vol. 32, No. 1 

A New Creation 
Pr. Wade Apel 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation has come: The old  

has gone, the new is here! –  
2 Corinthians 5:17 

 
By the time you read this, a new 
decade will have begun.  The adver-
tisements will all be geared towards 
starting out the 2020’s on the right 
foot with a new and improved you! 
Momentarily, people will be focused 
on starting something new like a di-
et, workout routine, or setting goals 
for the year.  It could be a new job 
or a new years resolution that you 
are hoping to make in this new 
year.  There will be plenty of people 

who try to predict the trends for the 
next decade while looking back at all 
of the predictions that never came 
true.   

There is always a lot of hope, deter-
mination, courage, and willpower 
that a new year brings with it.  No 
matter what change you might be 
contemplating, ponder  
for a moment to consid-
er the change that has 
already happened. If an-
yone is in Christ, you are 
a new creation.  God has 
already  done away with 
the old self of sin that so 
easily entangles you and 
reminds you that you are 
not enough. That may be 
true, but God’s truth is 

bigger. God is enough to bring about 
the change that God sees in you. 
Spend some time dwelling on this 
reality of who you are in Christ and 
pondering on how God has changed 
you. Then ask God what goals, or 
changes He would like you to set for 
this coming decade.   



Building Faith Families 
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into 
Everyday Family Life 
 

Daddy, teach me to pray.  I know 
the scripture says Jesus, teach us to 
pray, but it has a closer relationship 
implied when it becomes Dad, or 
Father, teach me to pray.  As par-
ents, we do strive to teach our chil-
dren to pray and instill in them a 
deep connection and value in the 
spiritual practice of praying on a 
regular basis.  However, how do 
you navigate moving from prayers 
that are short, simple, and easily 
memorized, to ones that are more 
of a freestyle expression of what is 
going on deep inside of them?  That 
can be harder to teach because it is 
never the same.  What if they pray 
for something silly?  What if they 
pray for something that they 
should not pray for, like something 

bad to happen to their newest fre-
nemy (friend/enemy) from school? 
Here are some practical tips to help 
you and your child grow deeper in 
prayer. 

1. Allow your child to hear what 
you are praying for. 

2.  Listen to your child and then 
pray for the concerns that he/she 
lifted up.  This lets your child know 
that you were listening, and gives 
them a chance to see how what 
they are thinking and feeling can 
easily turn into a prayer. 

3.  Keep a prayer journal and look 
at it once a month to see 
how God has answered 
prayers. 

4.  Give them a chance to 
practice praying with you.  
Assure them that they 
can’t mess up, and that 
they should express what 

is on their heart and mind. 

5.  Remind them that prayer is 
more than just asking for good 
things to happen, but that it is also 
a time to offer thanksgiving to God 
or ask God questions.  Prayer is 
often serious, but it doesn’t always 
have to be.   

When in doubt, turn to the Lord’s 
prayer, and talk about what each 
petition means (hint, there are 
7).  If you need a good resource for 
it, download Luther’s Small Cate-
chism app.   

 

 

 

 Devotional Writers Needed for 2020 
Share What God is Teaching You 
 

Calling writers of all abilities! 
This year for Lent we will be 
focusing on Images of the 
Cross and what the cross 
means to us. Devotion writ-
ers will be given a passage of 
the bible and an image of the 
cross to guide their thoughts 
in writing a short devotion 
for the day.  If you are willing 
to write a devotion, I will 
supply you with ample in-
structions and time to 
write.  Ash Wednesday will 
be February 26 this 
year.  Please sign-up in the 
narthex or by emailing  
Pr. Wade at 
pastor@servantsofchrist.org. 

3rd Thursday Women’s Brunch 
All Women are Welcome! 
 

There will be a new community brunch for 
women at SOC each month. The MUMs group 
has dissolved in it’s current form, but want to 
continue meeting by opening up the group to 
women of all ages. Simply bring a dish to 
share and a smile! The meeting will be at 9:30 
a.m. each month on the 3RD THURSDAY! 

mailto:pastor@servantsofchrist.org


A quote from 1 Corinthians 
13:13 to welcome us to another 
day of celebrating love. Loving 
your child may seem like an ob-
vious aspect of parenting, but it's 
a certain kind of love that's es-
sential to your child's needs. 
Many may identify with the 
mere acts of feeding, clothing, 
sheltering and caring for their 
health as the greatest signs of 
love, but there's so much more 
that they deserve. Some call it 
an unconditional love, however I 
would add the word intentional 
to the definition. 

As a spouse, partner, parent, 
everyone should take the time 
to read two books this year, The 
Five Love Languages by Gary 
Chapman, and The Five Love 
Languages of Children by Gary 
Chapman and Ross, Campbell, 
M.D. The crux of these books is 
to understand how your partner 
and your children express and 
receive love in their own unique 
ways. Once you understand their 
"love language," you make an 
effort to speak that unique lan-
guage to further strengthen your 
relationships. 

In our home, we try to remind 
ourselves of the very different 
characteristics of our three chil-
dren, and use that knowledge to 
love them equally but uniquely. 

One needs reassurance more 
than another. One needs affec-
tion more than another. It can 
be challenging at first, but after 
time it comes naturally. Under-
standing the uniqueness in your 
children is a great first step in 
loving them intentionally. 

So what are some intentional 
ways one can love their child be-
yond the unconditional love of a 
parent? Of course I will resort to 
our own examples that you can 
steal, modify and make better! 

 
1. At LEAST once a day, we utter 
the words, "I love you." 

2. When they're in our home or 
we are together, we either tuck 
them in or give a "top of the 
head" kiss before bed. 

3. Until they were old enough to 
do it on their own, we prayed 
with them at bed time every 
night. 

4. We pray as a family at every 
dinner...even our kids' friends 
have learned our prayer and join 
us! 

5. We talk to our children about 
almost everything - their wor-
ries, successes, heartache; world 
issues (now that they're older), 
relationships. 

6. We celebrate their accom-
plishments and help them learn 
from their failures. 

7. At any dinner, whether a 
member of our family or a visi-
tor, we might ask, "what was the 
best part of your day?", and you 
HAVE to answer. 

8. We notice their mood changes 
and "parent-pry" to make sure 
they're ok. 

9. We try to teach, not preach, 
when the opportunity presents 
itself. 

10. At our house, we have raised 
them as Christians and attend 
church regularly. We've given 
them an understanding of a 
higher power; a lifelong, con-
stant and present friend. 

I told you it wasn't that difficult. 
Each item above is simple on its 
own, but when you put them all 
together it creates a great envi-
ronment for growing together. 
There's been a lot of raised voic-
es, frustration, anger and resent-
ment along the way, but that 
"top of the head" kiss brings it all 
back around to LOVE. On this 
day when we take extra time to 
show our love to one another, I 
encourage you to make it a part 
of every day, especially with 
your children. 

"...And the Greatest 
of these is LOVE." 
Kristen Wolfred,  
parenthoodforlife.com/blog 



 

 

Dinner Church: 2020 
Lent Worship Service 
Wednesdays in Lent, 6:15 pm  
 

Dinner Church is Coming!   

Beginning on Ash Wednesday (on 
February 26) you are invited to a 
different worship experience.  We will 
gather for worship, Holy Communion, 
and faith formation around tables in 
the fellowship hall.  Together we will 
feast on the Word of God and Holy 
conversation.  A family friendly din-
ner will be catered each week. Just 
think: One night in the middle of the 
week that you don’t have to worry 
about what you will eat, because it 
will be taken care of for you as a gift 
of God’s grace!  We will focus on the 
significance of the cross in our lives, 
and practice living out our disciple-
ship with one another.  It will be a 
time of worship unlike any other that 
you may have experienced before. 
Consider making our midweek wor-
ship and meal part of your weekly 
experience through Lent.   

 
 

Growing In Grace 
Insights for Aging 

 
If you’ve suffered the pain of see-
ing one or more of your adult 
children leave the faith, you may 
feel as if there’s nothing you can 
do to lead them back to Christ 
now that they’re no longer living 
with you. But it’s never too late 
to help your kids re-connect with 
Christ. No matter what’s hap-
pened in your children’s relation-
ships with Christ and with you, 
healing and reconciliation are 
possible. 

According to Rob Rienow in 
When They Turn Away: Drawing 
Your Adult Child Back to Christ, 
there are steps that you can take 
to help lead your child back to 
faith in God.   

www.crosswalk.com/family/
parenting/lead-your-adult-
children-back-to-christ.html 

Turn your heart toward your 
kids. Ask God to give you a com-
passionate heart toward your 
adult children so you can relate 
to them without judging and 
criticizing them. Recognize that 
your kids are being attacked eve-
ry day by evil forces in the spir-
itual realm who want to keep 
your kids away from Christ. So 
pray for your children often, and 
ask God to help you see them 
through His eyes as you inter-

cede in prayer for them. 

Forgive and apologize. Your chil-
dren have hurt you, and you’ve 
hurt your children, through some 
of what you all have said and 
done to each other in the past. 
But don’t allow bitterness to poi-
son your relationships with God 
and each other. Realize that you 
won’t be able to lead your kids 
back to Christ if you don’t follow 
His command to forgive and 
apologize. Remember that God 
has forgiven you of many sins. So 
forgive your kids, as an act of 
your will, despite your feelings. 
As you rely on God’s power to 
help you through the forgiveness 
process, your feelings will gradu-
ally change. Acknowledge the 
specific mistakes you’ve made 
relating to your kids, and ask 
them to forgive you. Whenever 
your children are willing, pursue 
reconciliation in your relation-
ships. Take the first step to try to 
reconcile with them. 

Pray for a great spiritual lega-
cy. Keep praying that God will 
show His glory to your adult chil-
dren and draw them into rela-
tionships with them. If your kids 
return to faith, rejoice in the fact 
that everyone in their circle of 
influence will be blessed as a re-
sult. Ask God to give you a great 
spiritual legacy, expanding His 
kingdom through your family. 

https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/lead-your-adult-children-back-to-christ.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/lead-your-adult-children-back-to-christ.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/lead-your-adult-children-back-to-christ.html


I will be teaching a new Sun-
day School class starting 
March 1 and all through the 
Lent season (with the excep-
tion of March 8). The class 
will focus on Lutheran com-
posers and composers who 
have used Lutheran hymns 
in their compositions. Yes, 
we’ve all heard of Martin 
Luther and his compositions,  

but there are so 
many others. J.S. 
Bach, Felix Men-
delsohn and Jo-
hann Pachelbel are 
among many oth-
ers that will talk 
about.  

We will listen to 
their work, sing some of 
them, and discuss their ca-
reers and their connection 
to Lutheranism. Join me in 
the fellowship hall, starting 
March 1 at 10:30 am. 

 

Faithfully, your Minister of 
Music, Olesya Savinkova.  

 

 

The Mission+Outreach committee will be working on our 
budget for distribution to our mission partners over the 
next few months. We have been interviewing several new 
local and international potential partners due to the extra 
mission donations last year. We thank you for your contin-
ued support for our missions work and welcome any new 
members that would like to join us. Thank you  

TL;DR 
for those who would prefer to grow 
spiritually by  
listening, instead of reading  

 

Instead of a podcast review this 
month, I would like to offer you a 
different audio suggestion to help 
you grow in your faith. During Year A 
of the church calendar year (there 
are 3: A, B, and C, just in case you are 
unfamiliar with the church calendar), 
the majority of the Gospel readings 
will be from the Gospel of Matthew. 
Matthew has 28 chapters.  Listening 
to just 1 chapter a day means that in 
less than a month, you can hear and 
reflect on the entire book.  I prefer to 
use the Bible App by YouVersion be-
cause it offers many different transla-
tions and it even has some reading 
plans to help you keep track.  This will 
give you a birds eye view of the gos-
pel and will help you not only gain a 
deeper understanding today, but will 
be helpful during the rest of the year 
as we study it together.  While you 
can find commentary on different 
chapters and verses that spark your 
thinking, sometimes it is best to just 
simply listen to what God is trying to 
tell you today through the power of 
God’s Spirit at work through the 
hearing of God’s Word. If you discov-
er something that you want to know 
more about, just e-mail, text, or carri-
er pigeon it to me!  - Pr. Wade 

 

Mission+Outreach Update 
Cindy Stone & Barb Andrews  



   

 

 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped to create the new communion 
kneelers.  This project was a labor of love for all who devoted count-
less hours into making sure that they would be beautiful and func-
tional for years to come.  I am inspired by your dedication and 
faith.  May all who come to kneel on them be strengthen and encour-
aged by the God they will meet together with on their knees.  Thank 
you for your years of hard work.  - Pr. Wade 

 

2019 Offering Statements 
New Electronic Format 
 

We will be distributing the 2019 SOC contribution state-
ments by email.  The email should have the below 
“From” and “Subject” titles with the 2019 contribution 

statement as an attachment.  If you don’t see this email 
in your “Inbox” folder, please check your “Junk” folder 
as your email provider may divert it.  

For those people who do not have an email address rec-
orded in SOC’s database, paper copies will be available.  
Please contact Bill Stoltenberg with any questions. 

Hand Made Kneelers Completed 
Made with Love 

A Walk Thru Bethlehem: Another Great Event! 

A Walk Thru Bethlehem 
wouldn’t have been possible 
without the team work and 
dedication from the members 
of SOC.  We had over 100 
cast members who came to-
gether to make the event run 
more smoothly and we know 
that we are a stronger con-
gregation because of our 
time spent together.  We are 
thankful we were able to 
bring the story of Christ as 
our Savior to the community 
in this unique way! 



 

 

 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR SERVANTS // January 17 & February 9 // Sen-
iors Servants will have a pitch-in lunch on Friday, Janu-
ary 17 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We will 
play simple card/board games.  Bring your favorite 
game and a dish to share!   
    

In February, we will see the play “In the Beginning” on 
February 9 at 2:30 p.m.  Tickets are $13.  A sign-up 
sheet will be in the narthex starting at the January 
meeting, but please purchase your tickets online at 
www.mudcreekplayers.org/inthebeginning.  
   
MEN’S BREAKFAST // January 18 and February 8 // 
8:30 AM // The monthly Men’s Breakfast meeting will 
be on Saturday, January 18 and February 8, 8:30-10:00 
a.m.  Please bring your own breakfast or simply come 
and enjoy the coffee and juice that is provided.  We 
will be Dwelling in the Word, a process of applying 
scripture to our lives.  No preparation is necessary.  
Simply come and participate with your wisdom and 
voice in our discussion.   
 
(W3A) WOMEN WHO WORSHIP ALONE //  
January 26 and February 23 // 10:45 am // On Janu-
ary 26, we will meet at Bob Evans on Pendleton Pike.  
On February 23 will meet at Barb Gehris 11131 Pres-
byterian Dr.  With church starting later our meeting 
time will be 10:45. 
 
SELAH BOOK GROUP // January 29 and February 
24 // 1:00 pm // The group will meet at SOC on 
Wednesday, January 29 at 1:00 p.m. We will be read-
ing “The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper” by Phae-
dra Patrick.   

In February, we will meet on February 24 at 1:00 p.m. 
at the home of Diane Marten.  We will discuss “Mrs. 
Lincoln’s Dressmaker” by Jennifer Chiaverini.  
 
3rd Thursday Women’s Brunch // February 20 // 9:30 
am // There will be a new community brunch for 
women at SOC each month.  This MUMs group has 
dissolved in it’s current form, but want to continue 
meeting and opening up the group to women of all 
ages.  Simply bring a dish to share and a smile! 

SOC Monthly Groups 

 
 
 
Kevin Dooley    January 1 
Bruce Allen     January 3 
Alex Wolfred    January 6 
Timothy Matthews    January 10 
Ashley Offenbach    January 11 
Sydney Daniels    January 14 
Rick Lucht     January 14 
Ted Prange     January 17 
Lucas Daniels    January 22 
Emily Smith     January 23 
Bryan Petriko    January 25 
Dawn Petriko    January 30 
 
 
Jim Blodgett     February 1 
Mary Beth Kruty    February 2 
Alan Shoaf     February 4 
Sidney Grove    February 9 
Eric Lucht     February 11 
Bob Holst     February 13 
Julia Gard     February 16 
Lindsay Stone    February 16 
Linda Dooley    February 17 
Kathy Bender    February 19 
Sean Dooley     February 19 
Olivia Halpern    February 19 
Barb Gehris     February 21 
Barb Andrews    February 22 
Suzanne Aldridge    February 23 
Dolores Stoltenberg  February 25 
Kristen Wolfred    February 25 
Addie Yoder     February 28 

! 

http://www.mudcreekplayers.org/inthebeginning


Servants of Christ Lutheran Church 
 
Word-Grounded / Christ-Centered / Mission-Minded 

 
 

Take a picture of this  
QR Code with your smart phone 

to go straight to our website. 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Search for: “Servants of 
Christ Lutheran Church” 

Member:  Indianapolis Conference & 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the 
 

7650 Oaklandon Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-9797 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:00 am  
Sunday School 10:30 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

Chris Carron, President 
George Bueltmann, Vice-president 
Lori Allen, Secretary 
Joanne Powers, Treasurer 
Wade Apel, Pastor 
Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
John Sponsel, Education+Youth 
Barb Andrews, Mission+Outreach 
Judy Anderson, Parish Life 
Alan Shoaf, Property 
Galinton Bryan, Stewardship 
Diane Marten, Worship+Music 
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mailto:music@servantsofchrist.org
mailto:vivian@servantsofchrist.org
mailto:info@servantsofchrist.org
http://www.servantsofchrist.org

