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Images of the Cross 
 

Images of the cross are everywhere.  Images of the cross hang in 
people’s homes, are imprinted on t-shirts, jewelry, and key chains.  
Even the telephone poles can remind us of the cross.  Some crosses 
are made of wood, metal, fabric, porcelain, or plastic.  Some crosses 
are painted with bright vibrant colors, and others are plain and black.  
How often do we stop to consider the meaning by the cross and how 
it is being portrayed.  “For the message of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God.”  1 Corinthians 1:18.  For our journey through Lent this year 
we are going to stop and consider the power of the cross, what it 
means for our faith and life as followers of the cross.  In the cross we 
find strength, faith, healing, and devotion.  If we haven’t considered 
the cross beyond weekend worship, tapping into the images and 
stories of the cross can broaden and deepen, renew or strengthen our 
commitment to Christ.  Exploring the Word of God, art, uses, and 
history of the cross, will help us to capture the meaning of the various 
depictions of the cross.  Meditating on its enduring meaning can help 
apply its power and principles to everyday life. 
 
A few notes about this devotional Book.   
1.  Please open up your bible and read the scripture verses assigned to 
each day before reading the devotion.  The message will be based on 
the readings for the day so it will be important that you read the Bible before continuing with the message. 
 
2.  When reflecting on the scripture, you may find the following questions helpful. 

 What does this passage teach me about God? 
 What does this passage tell me about the cross? 
 What does this passage tell me about discipleship or the cross I carry? 
 How does it encourage me? 
 

3.  Each day will also have an image of a cross associated with it.  When reflecting on the image of the cross,  
you may find the following questions helpful. 

 What message is this cross trying to convey? 
 What does the material used in making this cross tell us? 
 What do the colors represent? 
 What meaning do you find in this cross? 

 
4. The following days will have a theme: 
Sundays:  The scripture for this day will be the same as the Gospel lesson used in worship on that day.  You 
can read them before worship to prepare your heart or after worship to continue reflecting on God’s message 
for you on that day.   
Mondays:  We will start the week with a brief history lesson.  We will look at the history and meaning behind 
some of the crosses that you might see often, but not understand their meaning. 
Wednesday: Except for Ash Wednesday, the passage and questions will be used during our time together for 
Dinner Church, which starts at 6:15 p.m.     
 
Most of the crosses in this book come from the personal collection of Pastor Wade and Pastor Heather Apel.  
Each one has a special significance for us because it tells a story of what the cross means.  During Lent, you 
are encouraged to take a plain cross home from the Narthex, decorate it, and bring it back, and share with 
others why you decorated it the way that you did.  The crosses will hang in the fellowship hall during Lent and 
then you can take it home to hang after Easter Sunday.     
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February, 26 2020 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

By Pastor Heather Apel 
     As we begin this season of Lent, we start our cross-focused theme by 
contemplating the Cross of Repentance.  It is a fitting place to start, since the 
40 days of Lent are often centered on our need for repentance and God’s 
forgiveness.  In Biblical Hebrew, the idea of repentance comes from two 
verbs.  The first, shuv, means “to return,” and the second, nicham, means “to 
feel sorrow.”  In today’s text from Joel, the prophet is calling the people of 
God to do just that – to recognize their sins, feel the sorrow of their broken 
relationship with God, and return to God so that they could make atonement 
for their sins.   
     This passage is just as applicable in our lives today as it was for the 
Israelites.  Our sin causes us to be separated from God, and we need to repent 
so that we can return to God. I can still recall my Hebrew professor 
discussing the concept of repentance one day in class.  He said we should 
think about it as literally turning around, and going 180 degrees in the other 
direction.  This makes a lot of sense to me.  If we are sinning in some way, it 

is causing us to move away from God.  When we repent, we should turn completely away from that sin and 
move back towards God.  The reason we are able to do that is because of the sacrifice made for us by Jesus on 
the cross, where his blood paid the price for our sins.  As we spend this season meditating on different Biblical 
passages and images of the cross, may they not only serve as a reminder of the different crosses we each bear 
in our lives, but the one ultimate cross that Christ bore for each of us. 
 
Our Gracious Lord,  As we enter this Lenten journey, let my whole heart return to you.  Help me to focus on those 
areas of sin in my life, so that I may repent of my disobedience to Your will, and set my life in a new direction.  Let 
each cross that I see serve as a reminder to me of Jesus’ sacrifice and the gift of forgiveness I have received.  Amen. 

             February 27, 2020 
1 Corinthians 1:17-18 

By Jim Blodgett 
When I first read these verses in Scripture, I thought that perhaps I should 
plan to do some preaching after my patenting days are behind me.  After 
all, this Scripture seems to be telling me to get out there and 
PREACH.  But, is that what these verses REALLY say?  A closer 
inspection seems to indicate that we are, indeed, to “preach the gospel,” 
but “not with wisdom of words.”  What does the “not with wisdom of 
words” part mean?  Even those of us who arguably talk (OK, who argue) 
for a living may feel ill-equipped to actually “preach the gospel.”  While 
we should always be prepared to give an answer as to why we have faith, 
why we believe in God, and why we have accepted Jesus as our savior, we 
need not all feel compelled to “preach the gospel” verbally.  How else, 
then, could we “preach the gospel”?  I once heard it said that we, as 
Christians, are to “preach the gospel,” and whenever necessary, to use 
words.  With that in mind, whenever we volunteer at Laundry & More or 
at the Sharing Place or for a SAWs project or when we visit a friend in the 
hospital or when we volunteer at a downtown food pantry or when we 
bring communion to folks who are homebound or when we undertake 
random acts of kindness anonymously (and so on and so forth), we “preach the gospel . . . not with wisdom of 
words” but by LIVING it through our daily lives.  I have also heard it said that people will likely remember 
more of what they see people doing than what they hear people saying.   Perhaps it is through our doing that 
we can “preach the gospel” in a way that it will be seen . . . and heard. 
 
Dear Lord:   Please give us the courage to give an answer when we are asked about our faith based on the 
gospel and help us to remember that although we are called to preach the gospel, it may not always be 
necessary to use words!  In Jesus name.  Amen 
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February 28, 2020 
Galatians 6:12-14 

By Jillian Apel 
     This passage reminds me that I will never be perfect so therefore I 

should not boast in my own abilities. For the Lord God died on the cross 

for our sins so that we do not have to die on the cross just because we are 

not perfect people.  For the record God would like us to be, but we are not.   

     This passage is encouraging to me because at school I always have a 

cross in my pocket so when I feel like I mess up, or do not measure up to 

others, I hold that cross and remember about how God made us just the 

way we are so in His eyes we are perfect just the way we are. People boast 

a lot at school.  They boast about how they never get in trouble. They also 

boast about other people and how they are getting in trouble.  When other 

kids boast it makes me feel sad because most of the time they are just 

trying to make themselves feel better.    

 

God, help us to do what You say to do and not the other people around 

us, especially when they boast about their accomplishments.  When they 

do, help us to just pray to you. Amen.  

  

February 29, 2020 
Isaiah 7:14 

By Cathy Lucht 
     This verse starts out with “Therefore” but in other translations it is 
“behold”.  Behold is often used to draw attention to something, an invitation 
to take notice or contemplate the importance of what is being presented.  In 
this verse God Himself is asking us to contemplate the promise of His 
presence in our lives.  God wants us to know Him personally and to fill our 
lives with His power and saving grace.  His very name, Immanuel, means 
“God with us”.  To be filled with God’s power gives us the opportunity to 
reflect His love for this world and do great things in His name. 
     Consider a glove, it cannot do anything by itself, but when a hand is in 
the glove it can do many things.  It isn’t the glove doing the acts but the hand 
inside the glove.  When we choose to invite the Holy Spirt into our hearts 
and lives, we open the opportunity to do God’s work within our  world. 
Scrutinize carefully who/what you allow to fill your heart ~ for our actions 
and words flow from it.  Is it the latest Netflix series or a Bible Study that 
you’ll choose to binge on? What type of music will you allow to fill your soul? Mary chose to give of herself 
to be open to God’s filling Spirit to bring forth Jesus into our broken world.  May we allow God to fill and 
direct our lives as He wills. 
 
Holy, loving, and Almighty Lord, thank you for loving us and coming to live with us through our Savior 
Jesus.  We thank you for Your promise to always be with us. Fill us with your Holy Spirit.  Help us to be 
willing to do Your will, to proclaim the Good News and be Your Light in our broken world.  We ask that our 
praise in prayer or song, thoughts or deeds all reflect our gratitude to You.  Amen 
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  March 1, 2020 
Matthew 4:1-11 

By Elizabeth Conte 

     Being in your early twenties is both an exciting and stressful time. As a 
young adult you are constantly bombarded with opportunities to spend time with 
friends over family and look to the future and not focus on the present. Over the 
past couple of months, I have been faced with many distractions and temptations 
that have in turn drawn me away from the tasks at hand and away from God. 
When there is so much pressure to find your passion, what’s next, or your 
“ultimate vocation” it is sometimes difficult to turn away from the temptations 
that Satan provides when you think his way might be faster.  
     When Jesus was walking through the desert, his ultimate vocation was to 
‘Worship the Lord our God and serve him only’ and he turned away from every 
temptation Satan threw at him. Young professionals are so focused on moving 
up the chain of command in their professional lives, that sometimes it means we 
start to cut corners and do anything to reach success. Those temptations we face 
to take the short cuts, to not perform our best in our current vocation, and to 
move up to the top as quickly as possible is some of what I have witnessed in 
my short professional career. We instead should be resisting those temptations 

and alternatives presented to us by Satan because they will not lead us to happiness in our jobs or strengthen 
our relationship with God. He did not provide us with the ability to resist temptation, but He has given us His 
Word and will fruitfully fill our lives if he we follow and trust in him. Through His Word, we are able to resist 
temptation and when we fall, that same Word promises us forgiveness.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, remind us that you have our best interest at heart. We ask You to bless us with strength 
and courage to renounce the temptations of sin. Please help to show us the way of your word and guide us 
to our ultimate vocation you have set for our lives. Amen.  

March 2, 2020 
John 9:3-7 

By Pastor Wade Apel 
     The Celtic Cross is one of the most recognizable depictions of the cross.  It is often associated with the 
Irish, or St. Patrick’s day, which is less than a month away.  This cross has over 60 different variations, of 
which, one example is pictured below.  The characteristics of this cross is that it is always pictured with a 
circle around the cross, has curved arms with block ends.   
     The history and meaning of this cross is as varied as its depictions.  It all depends on who you ask as to 
what sort of folk lore surrounds this image.  You may be surprised to discover that this symbol actually 
predates Christianity to the Celtic people.  It is believed that the inner circle surrounding this cross represents a 
halo to signify the holiness of Christ.  The outer ring represents the everlasting life that we have in Christ.      
     There is one particular piece of mythology that is told about this cross 
and St. Patrick that can shape our faith.  It is told that he was preaching to 
a group of unbelievers about Christ in the midst of tall tomb stones that 
just had a circle on them.  The circle at that time was to represent the 
moon goddess.  St. Patrick is said to have taken his finger and made the 
sign of the cross through the circle.  In doing so, he took a symbol that 
was designed as a token to some other God and used it to help convey the 
message of Christ to those who had not heard.  This cross reminds me, 
like the scripture verses for today, that God can take things that seem like 
horrible events, and make them new.  People born blind can receive their 
sight. Symbols used to honor idols, can in an instant be changed into 
something that can bring Him glory.  A symbol of the darkness (moon 
goddess) can be changed to show forth the light of Christ.  That is the 
power of Christ and cross.   
 
Thanks be to God.  Amen.   
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March 3, 2020 
Philippians 3:14-16 

By Pastor Heather Apel 
For me, this is the cross that started it all.  “Started what?” you might ask.  This cross 
represents the start of our personal collection of crosses.  Growing up, I always had a 
few crosses that were given to me as gifts, but when I bought this cross during a 2 
week mission trip to Honduras during my first year of seminary, it sparked a desire to 
want to collect more crosses as symbols of my faith journey and life.  Wade and I now 
have close to 50 different crosses, some from places we have traveled, some that were 
given to us a gifts for special occasions, and some that were made by us or our friends 
and family.  
                This beautiful, hand-painted ceramic cross, depicting a Honduran village, is 
more than just the start of our collection.  It also represents a big part of my 

discernment to enter ordained ministry.  When I was younger, I always thought I wanted to be a teacher.  I 
entered college with that plan, and majored in Elementary Education.  It turned out that God had other plans 
for me – it just took me a while to figure them out.  During my senior year of college I decided to enter 
seminary right after graduation.  At the time I once again thought I knew what I wanted to do (youth ministry), 
but again, God had other plans.  I traveled to Honduras during the break between the two semesters with about 
a dozen other people from the seminary.  We spent time in the capital city, working alongside the local people 
as we helped repair their homes, and spent time out in the countryside, running a medical clinic and building 
the foundation for a church.  It was a powerful experience for me to witness God’s kingdom like never 
before.  It caused me to examine my relationship with God, and spend a lot of time thinking about what I felt 
called to do in life.  When I returned to classes that spring semester, I still had a lot of unanswered questions, 
but I definitely felt that God at least had put me on the right track.  Every time I see this cross, it reminds me 
that just as we only built the foundation of that Honduran church, “God isn’t finished with me yet.”  (And I 
know that God isn’t finished with you either.) 
God, let me run the race that you have set before me this day.  Amen. 

March 4, 2020 
Matthew  5:13-16 

By Deacon Diane Marten 
 

The lesson for today is a familiar story that will be used during the service at the 
traditional noon service and during Dinner Church at 6:15. 

INTRO: This storm was terrible, terrible – it represents the chaos of creation, which 
God then sorted out.  If Jesus could calm and sort out a storm, the implication is 
that Jesus is also Lord of creation.  No wonder the disciples were amazed!  

Also notice the 3 main words of prayer:  a) help! B) thanks, c) wow! 

1. What is the most frightening storm you have been in? 

2. Jesus said, “Why are you afraid, you of little faith?”  It was a gentle reminder, more like, “Little faith-ers, 
don’t be afraid.”  He was reassuring them.  Can you think of a time when someone helped to calm you down 
like that? 

3.Is there someone you know who is going through a “stormy time?”  How might you pray for them? 
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         March 5, 2020 
Philippians 3:12-14 

By Vicky Carron 
    In my eyes my mother was nearly perfect. As a child I learned Jesus songs from 
her every night at bedtime, and watched her share the joy of her faith with any 
washer repair man. She never “played hooky” from church, and every morning 
she’d sit with her Bible and ponder God’s words. She lived her life in love and 
service to others. 
    But as my siblings and I grew up she revealed to us she was a “big chicken.” She 
marveled as I drove long distances alone, parachuted out of a plane or moved to a 
strange city, wondering where I got the guts to do those things. It certainly wasn’t 
from her!  She died in inches. Over three years her pain, loneliness and loss of 
independence grew. She longed to be done with her marathon on earth and gain her 
heavenly prize. 
    Several weeks before she died, she had a stroke. All six of her children said our 
good-byes and expressed our love one last time. Then she closed her eyes with my 
sister Paula at her side . . . and didn’t die. For two days she lay still and kept 
breathing. Paula was puzzled at her hanging on to the life she had been so anxious 
to leave. Then Paula remembered the “big chicken” Mom always claimed to be, and reassured her with words of 
God’s promises. As if in weak resignation, Mom sighed and opened her eyes. They grew wide with amazement and 
she . . . sneezed! And then sneezed again! And those were her last breaths! 
What made her sneeze? What was so amazing? We believe it was the bright light of the presence of God 
welcoming her to heaven. 
    In the end, her fears, doubts and imperfections didn’t matter. She “received the heavenly prize” Paul spoke of in 
Philippians 3 because of God’s perfect love for her, shown by Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection. 
    

Lord Jesus, take my doubts, fears and imperfections. Cover them with your perfect love from the cross, so I can 
live for you and die with you. Amen. 

 

March 6, 2020  
Psalm 26 

By Olesya Savinkova 
     Are you genuinely committed to God each and every day? David exclaims how he 
loved to worship God at this place. This place could stand for church sanctuary or it could 
mean our living room. Do you love to worship? Do you have a quiet place in your house 
where you could sit, pray, read the word, have a conversation with God?  
     In asking God, to declare him “blameless,” David was not claiming to be sinless. That 
is impossible to do; we are all human, and therefore, sinners. Instead, he was pleading 
with God to clear his name of the false charges made against him by his enemies. We also 
can ask God to examine us, trusting him to forgive our sins and clear our record 
according to his mercy. We must try to live our lives as Jesus would, but we at times, fall 
short. For it is by grace, we have been saved through faith, and not of ourselves.  
     The verses that stood out to me the most in Psalm 26 are verses 2 and 3: “Test me, O 

Lord, and try me, examine my heart and my mind; for your love is ever before me, and I walk continually in 
your truth.”  No matter what life journey we are on, we have all gone through trials and tribulations, and more 
to come. God is always with us, He always leads us, like the Shepherd He guides us. At times, we might think 
he is testing us and maybe he is. But we know he loves us and he is with us each step of the way, even though, 
sometimes it feels like we are completely alone. Verse 12: “My feet stand on level ground; in the great 
assembly I will praise the Lord.” Too often we complain about our problems to anyone who will listen and 
praise God only in private. Instead, we ought to complain privately and praise God publicly. We should all 
remember that when we pray on our own.  
 
Lord God, we come to You with praise but also with our concerns. We are not worthy of Your love, but we 
trust Your will for us and our lives. Amen. 
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March 7, 2020 
Ezekiel 37: 9-10 
By Pat Bueltmann 

     It was approximately 586 BC. Israel was scattered. There had been war 
after war. Ezekiel was looking at a vast multitude of dried bones (fallen 
warriors). God spoke to him and Ezekiel listened and prophesied all God had 
said. The bones reconnected and became human. God gave them breath and 
the warriors lived again! 
     Can you imagine dried bones coming back to life? Whew, what a picture. 
Hear the clicks as they reconnect? How shocking for Ezekiel! Yet he did as 
the Lord commanded. We struggle as a people to do as God commands. 
There is so much to be gained if we only listen to Him. God watches over us 
with love and compassion.  
     Life itself intrudes. We so often get lost on our way, forgetting all the Lord 
has said. 
     Love and trust God with all your heart! Our resurrection comes only from 
God through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He is our breath of eternal life. 
When all seems lost remember nothing is impossible for God. 
 

Thank you Father for loving us. For putting us back together. For bringing us home through Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross for us. Praise the Lord! 

March 8, 2020 
John 3:1-17 

By Tisha Nagel 
     Wow!  This is an important series of verses for the Christian faith.  I have pondered for 
days on how to approach this and then reread them. Nicodemus’ contemplation on under-
standing is relatable. Nicodemus is struggling to understand how what seems like such a 
simple act as baptism could open the heavenly gates to believers.  We can be born again and 
begin our spiritual journey with God. Your age doesn’t matter either, Jesus assures us of 
that. He further explains that those who do believe will be born anew and have eternal life.   
     It’s a timely piece in my home as my son is considering baptism.  We have discussed 
what it means and what that means going forward.  He asked me one important question 
about baptism: “Mom, is Wade gonna dunk my whole head.”  I answered him sweetly, “No 
buddy. You will get water on your head though.” “Oh, okay,” was his response.  With just 
that one question answered my son feels he’s ready for baptism.  He’s ready for what this 
will bring into his life. I’m so excited for him to take this step in his ever-growing faith.  It’s 
a great reminder for the end of the passage. God gave us his son to not judge the world 
guilty, but to save them through him.   
     My own baptism was very different.  At 21 I decided, after years of being in the church, it 
was time to be baptized.  I had known Jesus my entire life and seen his love and mercy, but 
there had been something holding me back.  I’m still not entirely sure what that was, but 
rereading this passage, I resonated with Nicodemus. How could this act do so much?  It 
could have been the full submersion dunk my church practiced, not entirely sure.   
     Rethinking my own baptism it has dawned me on what the hesitation was.  While many 
people recite John 3:16, they don’t follow with verse 17.  
     “God does not send his Son into the world to judge the world guilty, but to save the world 
through him.”  This is the verse we should put into practice after baptism.  Not to judge the 
world, but offer God’s mercy and love. Come as you are and know Jesus’ love.   
     The Servants of Christ congregation has accepted my family with open arms.  You 
embrace the loudness that children may bring to service. It has made my return to faith so 
much more enjoyable.  My prayer for all of us is to offer God’s mercy and love to those who 
do not believe. Even to those that do believe.  We can’t judge someone else’s relationship with God.   
     Remember your baptism. That born anew feeling you felt.  Go out into the world with that refreshed 
feeling.  Offer love, not judgement, and you will get wonderful returns. 
God, Thank you for sending your Son, not to condemn, but to save us by his grace.  Amen. 
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March 9, 2020 
John 15:5-6 

By Pastor Wade Apel 
     The Chi Rho is one of the earliest cruciform symbols used by 
Christians. It is formed by superimposing the first two letters of 
the word "Christ" in Greek, chi = X and rho = P.  The Chi Rho 
invokes the crucifixion of Jesus as well as symbolizing his status 
as the Christ.   
      In this picture, it is shown with the Alpha and the Omega 
which were the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet 
respectively.  This represents that Jesus is the beginning and the 
end over all creation.  He was present in Creation and he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  The wreath around the 
symbol represents Christ’s resurrection and triumph over death. 
     The earliest evidence of the Chi Rho symbol is Constantine's 
use of it on the military banner in early 4th century CE. Lactantius, 
a 4th century Christian apologist, reports that on the eve of the 
Battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312 CE, Constantine had a vision 
of God in which he was commanded to mark his men's shields 

with the Chi Rho symbol. After Constantine's success at the Milvian Bridge, the Chi Rho became the official 
imperial insignia. 
     Today, it reminds us that Jesus is the Christ or Savior of the people.  He is greater than time and our source 
of hope.  When we are connected to him we will bear much fruit and have great success, but apart from Christ, 
we can do nothing.  We can remain connected in Christ by knowing that He is the same yesterday as today and 
will be the same forevermore. 
Lord God, you are my beginning and end.  Every breath I take is a gift from you and a reminder of your 
grace.  Help me to live in your grace this day.  Amen. 

March 10, 2020 
Matthew 14:22-29 
By Kathy Bender 

     As I read and reread this scripture passage, there were several scenarios 
and many questions that flashed through my mind. 
     Jesus wanted to be alone without the crowds and his followers, so asked 
for time and solitude. The questions flowing through my mind weren't 
about why He needed time in peace and prayer, but how was he going to 
meet up with his followers on the other side of the water.  My distraction 
from the text was all about practicalities, such as: was there another boat 
handy to just hop on and take the trip;  did He intend to walk - how long 
would that take?  I let my mind wander from the fact that Jesus' practicality 
was to go to his disciples the quickest way possible, so he walked across the 
water!  That alone was amazing, but not impossible for Jesus, more than a 
man.   
     Then there was the issue of the men in the boat being overwhelmed by 
the waves and being terrified to see a man appear walking on the water 
through the gusting winds.  Jesus calmed their fear with the practicality of 
stating "Take courage, it is I.  Don't be afraid."  Jesus did not minimize their 
fear, just assured them; Jesus the man who loved them. 
      And then there was Peter, who wanted to be with Jesus so badly that he impulsively asked to come into the 
water, his faith absolute.  Jesus answered him with one word, "Come", and put out his hand.  Peter did fine 
with stepping out of the boat into the wind, until he took his eyes of Jesus.  Then he waivered and began in 
sink, crying out "Lord save me"; Jesus, more than a man, who rescued. 
     So the lesson here for me:  practicality loses out to faith every time.  What we get from Jesus is his wanting 
us to see Him in our times of distress, needing us to trust in Him to calm the winds of our turmoil;  and to keep 
our eyes on Him as our Savior. 
Lord, when I lean on my own logic, remind me that faith is greater, and will endure no  
matter the turmoil.  Amen. 
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March 11, 2020 
Matthew  8:5-13 

By Pastor Wade Apel 
       The lesson for today is a familiar story that will be used during the 
service at the traditional noon service and during Dinner Church at 
6:15. 

INTRO:  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talks about how we are to 
see and interact with the world around us.  Ponder the following: 

1.  Salt is a seasoning, not the main ingredient.  How were you a 
seasoning in someone else’s life today?  Were you salty, sweet, or a bit 
too spicy? 

2.  Can you think of a time when you lost your saltiness?  What 
restored you? 

3.  YOU are both salt and light as a disciple.  Light can be hidden, or 
even turned off.  But the light of God in you is always shining.  How 
do you try and show the light of Christ to others? 

4.  What impact has the light of Christ made in your life or others?   

  

 

March  12, 2020          
Hebrews 12:1-3 
By Rich Wolfred 

     We are surrounded by temptations each day. People are trying to get us to do 
things that we shouldn’t or don’t want to do. We are always praying for the right 
thing to do. Sometimes other people do have their way and we lose sight of what 
Jesus wants us to do. 
     We forget what the power of prayer can do and that it lets us focus on what is 
right. Jesus suffered greatly during his last hours and still he trusted God till the 
very end. We too suffer a lot and don’t focus on what God can do for us. In times 
of despair, loneliness, and fear, we need to turn away from what is stressing us and 
let God show us the way. 
 
Dear Jesus, we may not always see the way to what is right. In those times, 
please come and stand with us so we know we are not alone. We will stumble 
many times till the end of our days but with you by our side we will always have 
faith. Come and listen to this prayer today so that all of us have comfort in your 
word.  
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March 13, 2020 
Matthew 19:26 

By Jana Stoltenberg 
 

     In my Lutheran grade school, I was known as Miss Goody Two Shoes.   
(Yeah, well…)  I rarely, if ever, got into trouble, and teachers often called on 
me to help other students.  I remember being nervous about whether or not 
I’d passed the 100-question confirmation test.  A classmate responded to my 
angst, “Well, if you don’t pass, none of the rest of us has a chance.”  I’m not 
proud of that reputation now, but I was then.   
     I can relate to the rich young ruler in the context of today’s verse.   He 
was similarly proud of his reputed goodness.  Like me, he had been a ”good” 
person, and he began to wonder. Was it enough to inherit eternal life, 
enough to pass the test?  The response I got from my classmate fed my self-
righteousness.  Jesus’ reply was quite different, plain and simple.  “No, it is 
not enough.”  The disciples were puzzled.  “Then, who can be saved??”  
Jesus answered, “With people it is impossible.  With God all things are 
possible.”    
     I now understand that I can never earn eternal life, but sometimes I fall 
into old law-based thinking.  It is our human tendency, even after knowing 
the gospel, to return to guilt-driven activity, isn’t it?  This passage is not 
heaping more onto our “be good” list, rather it is assuring us that we cannot save ourselves no matter how hard 
we try—it is impossible!  The message doesn’t end there.  With God all things are possible.  Jesus did the 
impossible for us on the cross.  I never tire of hearing this truth.  It’s the message of Lent, the message of the 
cross.  Thanks be to Jesus. 
 
Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to the cross I cling.  Amen. 

March 14, 2020     
Luke 7:6-10 

By Carla Stoneberg 
     “How I wish,” sighed the nurse, “we could do what Jesus did when he 
was asked to ‘only speak the word’ and the Centurion’s servant would be 
healed.”  
     The hospice team was discussing their sadness and frustration over not 
being able to save a young child dying from an aggressive cancer. A second 
nurse added, “I know. We read the miracle stories of how Jesus healed 
many people, and we are glad for them. But we have no words of healing 
like that. We have all spent years learning to be the best nurses we can be, 
but in hospice we can’t heal anybody. I know that’s not our goal, but….”  
     “True,” interjected the team’s social worker. “But consider this: Jesus 
did the best he could with the resources he had available to him, and yes, 
because he was divine, he could and did heal people completely and 
instantly of their diseases. However, I believe God asks of us only what he 
asked of Jesus — to do the best we can with the resources and knowledge 
we do have.” “Well,” replied the first nurse, “that is true, and although we 
can’t heal this child, I suppose we have, to some extent at least, eased her suffering and that of her distraught 
parents.” The social worker continued, “Actually I think our words DO have healing power. Maybe they don’t 
cure cancer, but they can and will help uplift the spirits of our patients.”  
     The first nurse left the team meeting feeling somewhat encouraged. As she drove toward the home of the 
dying child, she was thinking about “only speak the word” and praying…  
 
… Dear God, please, let my words bring healing of the spirit to those I am about meet today. Amen  
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March 15, 2020 
John 4:5-42 

By Becky Holst 
COME AND SEE.....The Samaritan woman who met Jesus at the well carried her 
own cross. Having had 5 husbands and now living with a man who wasn’t her 
husband caused her to come to the well at noon. That was when there would have 
been fewer people at the well. She met Jesus there who was needing a drink. In 
spite of her previous history, Jesus still wanted to give her the “living water”.  
That must have been quite a conversation with Jesus. When she went back to the 
city urging people to “COME AND SEE” she said that Jesus told her everything 
about her life. 

COME AND SEE.....Could he be the Messiah? Many believed because of the 
woman’s testimony, and more believed because they came to hear Jesus and listen 
to him. All because of one Samaritan woman! 

COME AND SEE.....Each of us has our own cross to bear. Whether physical, spiritual, or emotional Jesus is 
there to walk with us through our trials. We need to lean on Him and let Him give us strength. We need to let 
Him help us see the light at the end of the tunnel. We need to rest on Him. That is probably easier said than 
done. Maybe it takes patience for us to let go of our own desires to be rid of the cross. He is there to lift us up 
and help us carry our cross. 

COME AND SEE.....How often do we follow the path of the Samaritan woman and say “COME AND SEE” to 
our friends who might not be “church people”? How do we really listen to what God might be saying to us 
through the scripture, sermons, readings, other people, etc.? How do we treat those who may be coming to 
Servants of Christ to see what we are all about? For us it was the two Pastors Nyland who made us feel at 
home at Servants of Christ. Hopefully we all make it a habit to greet visitors, even if we don’t know for sure 
they are visitors. Let us be as diligent as the Samaritan woman. Again, probably easier said than done. 

COME AND SEE..... 
Jesus, give us the “living water” you have provided for us. Let us receive it gladly and share it with others. 
Amen 

March 16, 2020 
Romans 5:18-19 

By Pastor Heather Apel 
The Jerusalem Cross consists of a large Greek cross* in the middle, surrounded by four smaller Greek crosses 
in each of the quadrants.  The Jerusalem Cross pictured here has a cross potent** at the center, but this is not 
always the case. 
     The Jerusalem Cross is said to symbolize several different things.  The four smaller crosses can symbolize 
the four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The four smaller crosses can also represent the four 
directions in which the Word of God spread out from Jerusalem. 

     This cross was also known as the “Crusaders’ Cross,” because a simple 
form of it was on the papal banner given to the Crusaders by Pope Urban II 
for the first Crusade.  It also became the symbol for the Latin Kingdom of 
Jerusalem that existed for almost 200 years after the first Crusade as it 
appeared on their flag and coat of arms. 
     When we examine all five crosses together, they are said to represent the 
five sacred wounds that Christ received while on the cross (the piercings in 
his hands, feet and side).  These crosses also can represent the first five 
Christian churches.  The five crosses are also thought to represent the 
Pentateuch, which is the Greek word for the books in the Jewish Torah.  The 
Pentateuch is made up of the first five books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy), and is also referred to as the Five 
Books of Moses. 
 

*A Greek cross has all four arms of equal length, and was used especially by Eastern Orthodoxy and early Christianity.  
** A cross potent, also known as a crutch cross, is a form of a heraldic cross with crossbars or “crutches” at the four 
ends.  “Potent” is an old word for crutch and is used in heraldic terminology to describe a T shape. 
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March 17, 2020 
Acts 4:10-12 

By Brian Petriko 
     While preparing for this devotion and contemplating these Bible verses, I was 
also listening to a podcast called “The Bible Project”. The podcast presents a study of 
how the “writers of the Bible” carry consistent themes throughout the Old and New 
Testament. The podcast is currently discussing the use of trees and wood to represent 
human life and death.  Genesis talks about the tree of life as being good and eating 
from it allowed man to walk in the garden by God’s side. Eating from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil caused death and banishment from the God’s Kingdom 
(Garden of Eden).  Moses bows before the “burning bush” on Mount Sinai to receive 
the path (ten commandments) back to God’s Kingdom and to speak with Yahweh.  
     These verses in Acts remind me that the “wooden” cross represents death of sin 
for the purpose of rebirth or return to God’s Kingdom (Eden) for all of humanity. 
Human failings in reverse, in a way.  
     The verses also focus on the theme of Jesus as the Carpenter in his life and in his 
death became the ultimate building block as the cornerstone of God’s promise to allow us to walk with him in 
his kingdom (garden) again.  
 
Dear Jesus, Thank you for dying on the cross to save us from sins and provide eternal life. It is so cool how 
your book is so interwoven and connected like a road map. No matter how many directions we are headed 
and how lost we get, we can enter the story anywhere and be reminded of the same theme (direction) that 
you have intended for us. Thank you for your persistent guidance to keep heading in Your intended 
direction. Thank You for the incredible, eternal relevance of Your word and  thank you for letting me be a 
part of the structure that you are the cornerstone.  Help me have the structural strength to let your love 
shine through me to the people I encounter today and always. Thank you for showing the diversity of paths 
in your story that can lead to you, the only way to Your Grace and Salvation.   Amen 

March 18, 2020 
Matthew  19:13-15 

By Deacon Diane Marten 
The lesson for today is a familiar story that will be used during the service at 
the traditional noon service and during Dinner Church at 6:15. 

INTRO: This is a story about parents, children, church leaders (disciples), and 
Jesus. Imagine for a moment that you are a child who gets to sit on Jesus’ lap.  
Let Jesus look at you with love and give you a blessing. 

1. As a parent bringing a child to Jesus, what is it like to have someone chase 
the child away?  What is it like to have the child be blessed? 

2. Why did the disciples speak sternly?  Were they protecting Jesus?  Keeping 
order?  Or did they just not like children?  What was going on there? 

3. How does our church welcome people?  And is there something SOC could 
do better? 

4.Any other thoughts?   
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March 19, 2020 
Colossians 3:12-13 

By Carol Thiel 
     When I first read this text, it reminded me so much of the beatitudes, the 
Ten Commandments, and the prayer our Lord taught us all when He was 
asked, “how shall we pray, Lord.” 
     My question is, “how can we show kindness, lowliness, meekness and 
patience, if we don’t take time out of our busy lives to really 
COMMUNICATE with our friends, family and even just acquaintances?” 
Lent is the greatest time to slow down, think of our Lord’s suffering and 
use our quiet time to make phone calls, write notes, have lunch dates and 
reconnect with the people we love and worry about. 
     If Christ forgave the thieves on the cross, the people who crucified him 
and Judas, and He continues to forgive us every day, then it certainly is our 
turn to forgive. And better yet, to forgive wrong doings and move on with 
our lives, filled with the Holy Spirit and forgiven by God’s grace each day. 
     A quote from an email I received in 2003: “Remember to give a warm 

hug to the one next to you, because that is one treasure you can give with your heart and it doesn’t cost a cent.” 
 
Heavenly Father, help us each day to care, forgive and love our neighbors as ourselves. You are the 
meaning of this Lenten Season and we praise you for all the blessings you bestow on us – no strings 
attached. Amen. 
 
  

March  20, 2020 
Luke 8:40-48 

By Cindy Stone 

     This passage is the story of the healing of the women with the hemorrhaging 
for twelve years.  She went to many doctors and no one could heal her condition. 
This made her an outcast in the community. Her faith was such that she believed 
if she touched Jesus’s robe she would be healed.  Peter said there where too many 
in the crowd to know who touched Jesus, but the women came forward and Jesus 
acknowledged her faith. The passages tell us that Jesus had power and 
compassion. He wanted to know the women who had such strong faith and spoke 
to her directly which would also restore her to the community.  
     I have also gone to doctors that couldn’t help me. One time it was a physical 
therapist who finally made the difference. I have also prayed for healing for 
friends and family members. Sometimes the prayers have been answered and this 
has been fantastic. Sometimes the prayers were not answered and they are on my 
“Why God?” list for the future. We can still keep the image of Jesus on the cross 

to remind us that he sacrificed everything for us.  
 
Dear Lord, I thank you for the healing miracles in the past, present and future. Help us to have strong faith 
even when the healing does not occur, since we don’t know what is in your plan for us. In Jesus name we 
pray, Amen.  
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March 21, 2020 
Acts 2:23 

By Lauren Daniels 
     “This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate 
plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked 
men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.” In order 
to even begin to grasp the weight of Acts 2:23, I have to 
begin with Philippians 4:7. “And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Jesus Christ.” God so loved the world, that He 
sacrificed His only son for the forgiveness of our sins. That 
is a statement that surpasses all understanding.  
     With the wave of his hand, God Himself could have 
easily stopped the cruel fate Jesus faced to pay our debt, but 
he did not. Our sins simply could not be overlooked, and 
there was a debt that we, born into sin, simply could not 
pay. The greatest gifts are those given through sacrifice, and 
the blood Jesus shed for us on the cross is the ultimate 
example. Jesus died on the cross as part of God’s deliberate 
plan, at the hands of the free will of wicked men.  
     Lent is quite frequently associated with “giving up” a 
habit or creature comfort, but because God sacrificed His only Son, we should focus on giving what we can to 
glorify His name in remembrance all the time, and not just during the season of Lent. “Each of you should give 
what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.”(2 Corinthians 9:6) Because Jesus died for our sins, we don’t have to pay a price, but we are still 
sinners, like the wicked men who carried out the crucifixion, so we should want to show never-ending 
gratitude by giving what we are able to, cheerfully. When I began reflecting on this verse, I focused solely on 
the darkness of it, the wickedness that seeped through the lines. However, as I prayerfully reflected on it, I 
realized that it is actually a verse that is filled with love and hope. Life is all about perspective.  
 
Thank you, God, for your Son dying on the cross for our sins. Thank you for your faithfulness to us. Help 
us to walk in your love and be attentive to your will. Through Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  

March 22, 2020 
John 9:1-41 

By Alan Shoaf 
     The reality of our lives is that we are all exactly like the blind man at the 
center of this miracle.  We are born with original sin on us and it is only through 
Jesus’ suffering that we have our sin forgiven.  The cross the blind man carried 
from birth until his meeting with Jesus was one of constant ridicule and scorn.  
Our cross is the constant battle within ourselves to live a Godly life versus the 
temptations of the world. As we confess each week, ‘…we are in bondage to 
sin, and cannot free ourselves…’ 
     Isn’t it interesting that God chose to use a visual sign of what was during that 
period of time considered ‘sin’, the physical malady of blindness, to try to open 
the hearts and minds of the Israelites that the Christ is living in their midst.  And 
now, in today’s world, He uses sinners to faithfully tell the Gospel to everyone. 
 
Lord, give us the strength to bear our own individual cross in this earthly life 
as we use your strength and forgiveness to tell your Good News to everyone 
we can.  

This cross was created by Amber Apel 
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March 23, 2020 
Colossians 2:13-15 

By Pastor Wade Apel 
     The Eastern Cross, or Patriarchal Cross as it is sometimes referred 
to, is most commonly found in Eastern Orthodox churches.  The top 
beam represents the plaque bearing the inscription "Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews".  Sometimes this is abbreviated in the Latin "INRI", 
or in the Greek as "INBI".  The title is ironic because the sign was 
meant to mock Jesus and discourage others who might follow after 
Him with the same title, but we know the title to be true and fitting.  
Jesus is the King of the Jews and He desires to be the King of our 
lives. 
     The three leaves on the end of each member of the cross represent 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  This is similar to three interlocking 
rings, which also represent the three persons of the Triune God. 
     There are various interpretations of the beam at the bottom of the 
cross.  A popular view is that the slanted bottom beam is a foot rest, 
that was bent from the pain and agony that Christ suffered. However 
there is no evidence of foot rests ever being used during crucifixion.  
It may have a deeper meaning.  The bottom beam may represent a balance of justice.  The beam is thought to 
be slanted up towards the thief who repented and accepted Jesus as the Messiah and was thus lifted into 
Heaven.  The other thief rejected and mocked Jesus and therefore descended into Hell.  The beam serves as a 
reminder that we all want to be on the right of the king as part of his family.  By remembering our Baptism, we 
are reminded that we were baptized into a death like His so that we will also be resurrected like Him because 
Christ has already won the victory on our behalf. 

March 24, 2020 
Matthew 10:38 

By Sharilyn Wewndt 
     Many years ago, I saw a person walking on the side of the road in rural Wisconsin. 
Across his shoulder, he had a large wooden cross and he was trudging up one of the 
many hills as cars zoomed by.  I’m uncertain what his ultimate purpose in this was – 
perhaps to experience what Jesus had lived on Good Friday in a small way; perhaps to 
make people look, wonder, and question; perhaps even a desire to exact punishment on 
himself to ease the guilt of sin.  People throughout history have used the cross and 
carrying a cross in all these ways. 
     Jesus tells us that if we do not take up our own cross, we are not worthy of him – a 
very difficult message to hear.  Being a child of God isn’t something simply or lightly 
done – it takes strength and perseverance.  It takes a strong back to carry a wooden 
cross down the road.  It takes a strong spirit to carry a cross placed on our brow in 
baptism.  It takes a strong heart to carry an ashen cross on our foreheads in the 
knowledge that we are but dust.  It takes strong faith to carry and follow the cross. 

  

Alone, we don’t stand a chance. 
  

But Jesus knows all about crosses.  Jesus knows more about crosses than (thankfully) any of us ever 
will.  Even in our darkest moments, when it feels like our own crosses are too much to endure, Jesus knows 
and is with us.  Never did Jesus abandon the work that was so painfully necessary on the cross and never will 
Jesus abandon us as we carry our own cross.  It is Jesus that strengthens us and carries us as we struggle under 
our own burdens. 
  
Jesus, suffering Lord:  You carried a cross to your death and our salvation.  I know I will never be worthy 
of you on my own – give me the strength to pick up my own cross and follow you.  AMEN. 
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March 25, 2020  
Matthew 14:13-21  

By Pastor Wade Apel 
The lesson for today is a familiar story that will be used during the 
service at the traditional noon service and during Dinner Church at 6:15. 

 

INTRO:  The ministry of Jesus is almost entirely around food.  Around 
the table he feed people and told parables about food.  Then he asked his 
followers to eat together and to feed others.  In this story Jesus feeds 
everyone, even when it doesn’t seem possible to do so. 

1.  Hospitality and the sharing of meals with strangers is a divinely 
inspired activity.  Around these round tables tonight, notice that there is 
no place of honor or power.  We are all equal, just like during the feeding 
of the 5000.  All ate and had their fill.  Notice in verse 19 that Jesus gives 
to the disciples, and the disciples feed the people.  What does this story 
teach us about God’s economy? 

2.  Can you think of a time in which you believes that you did not have 
enough to fill a need or yours or someone else? 

3.  How does eating together change our relationships? 

4.  What inspires you about this story and how does it impact your life 

 
 

 

March 26, 2020 
John 11:17-23 

By Kristen Wolfred 
Two coined phrases come to mind when I read this passage: 
“You’ll never know until you ask.” 
“Do not wait for your ship to come in; instead, go out and meet it.” 
 
     There is no better time than Lent to strengthen your relationship with God. 
Often, when my kids are struggling with stress, anxiety or depression I ask 
them if they’ve taken it to God. Afterall, He is the one true healer: our truest 
friend and confidant. In this passage, when Mary and Martha are grieving the 
loss of their beloved brother, Martha hears that Jesus is coming. 
     Martha doesn’t sit back and wait for Jesus; she doesn’t hold back her fears 
and needs; she’s not afraid to ask. Martha runs to Jesus; she even throws 
blame on Him. In her grief she goes to the one true healer and she lets Him 
know exactly how she feels. She doesn’t let Him off the hook, but instead asks 
Him for the ultimate miracle; and He delivered. 
     We shouldn’t be afraid to ask God for help, even in the smallest of ways. 
He may not perform the ultimate miracle, but He will always be your friend 
and confidant. He will bring you answers, but you must be there to listen. And 
sometimes, you must go to meet Him where He is; whether that may be your 
church, in the community, or even at your work. Seek Him out! 
 
Dear Lord, as we experience another Lenten season, may we bring our needs to you; may we meet you 
where you are; and may we be constantly be listening for your answer. You are our one true friend and 
confidant. Thank you for your love, your grace, and your healing power. Amen. 
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March 27, 2020 
Matthew 4:18-22 

By Crystal Kindinger 
     Have you ever made a change in the direction your life was taking 
and wondered if God played a part in it?  Sometimes it may be 
someone we know personally, like a guardian angel.  A loved one 
called back to the heavenly kingdom.  Loss is a big reason we make 
big changes in our lives, it changes us completely.  Changes who we 
are, what we want and how we get there.   
     In these verses, we hear about how Jesus began to recruit his first 
disciples, his first followers.  In an instant, they drop everything and 
completely change the life path they were on.  They become followers 
of God, leaving the lives they knew and family behind to be 
apprentices of the Lord.  They would change paths and follow the 
Jesus and his teaching and lead others to do the same.   
     My personal experience with this was the loss of my father.  He 
was a firm believer in God and his teaching and he tried very hard to 
get my sister and I do to the same.  One of his last wishes was for his 
daughters to find God in their lives so we could all be reunited in 

heaven when our time was up here on earth.  He had to know this would not be an easy task or one we would 
do on our own.  I would need a guide.  I found that with my church family.  For the last 4 years they have 
taught me how to live in God’s light and how to follow Him in my everyday life.  I am thankful for this every 
day.  Before I met them, I was lost and broken with no clear path in life.  Now I feel like I have found my 
purpose in life and want to help others like me do the same, like Jesus and His disciples.  We all follow God 
and the cross in different ways and for different reasons.  We may not understand the why or the how all the 
time, but that is what makes us God’s apprentices.  We are all learning and following together just like it was 
in the very beginning. 

Lord, guide my steps and actions, today and always through Christ.  Amen.   

March 28, 2020 
Matthew 15:21-28 

By Emily Smith 
     A Gentile woman asks for help from Jesus, and Jesus tries to turn her away.  
Well, that’s not very….Jesus-like. In this passage Jesus acknowledges that he 
was sent only to the people of Israel and feels a sense of commitment to serve, 
protect, and help them. However, here Jesus learns that being stingy with love 
and help can cause us to miss meeting and serving others of great faith. 
     As Lutherans and believers in God, we are called not only to help our 
neighbors, friends, family and colleagues, but also anyone in need. Especially 
those who ask for help. How can we share and spread the love of God if we are 
not willing to go meet and help those who are not like us?   
     Laundry & More is one way that Servants of Christ is branching out to help 
others outside of our church community. The services and people at Laundry & 
More provide not just clean clothes, but dignity, support, pride, and ears who 
hear.   
     As a teacher in a low-income, multicultural school on the “far east side,” I 
am called to help my students in a multitude of ways. I expect to help students with math questions, stay late 
for tutoring, and grant due date extensions.  I am sometimes caught off-guard by requests for “non-school” 
supplies, snacks, and major life advice. I am learning to recognize the non-verbal requests for help from the 
students who are quiet, acting out, or sleeping in class. The service I provide as a teacher is not just instruction, 
but dignity, support, pride, and ears who hear. 
 
  Dear Jesus, as you stretched your thinking, may it be so among us.   
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March 29, 2020    
John 11:1-45 

By: Lauren McLaughlin 
     When I read this passage, one verse really stuck out—Verse 4, where 
Jesus says that this sickness is for the glory of God and also for the glory of 
the Son. We can see how this was for the glory of God and of Jesus by how 
Jesus performs a glorious miracle. For me, it was also a reminder that 
everything, everything is supposed to be for God’s glory. 
     We do a lot of things for God’s glory like pray, sing, love, forgive, and 
donate. There are things around us that are there for God’s glory like the 
flowers, the fields, trees, even man-made things such as buildings. There are 
some things, however, that we would not think of as giving glory to God. 
     It seemed so funny to me that a sickness could give glory, but even the 
most painful things can be there so that our Lord Jesus Christ will be praised. 
Maybe whatever you’re going through is for that reason, although, I try not to 
figure out God and His plans. It’s not for us to worry about. 
     If you remember that everything is for God’s glory, believing in Him with 
all your heart, you will live an everlasting life. He will be the resurrection and 
the life, just as He said, and he proved that in a very literal way in this 
passage.  
     All our pains in this life are here so we can walk alongside God, so we can 
be with Him, so he can carry us when He needs to, so we can praise Him all 
the way until we get to His Kingdom, when we will praise him with the 
angels. The strangest thing is, our pain is His pain too. But, it’s all worth it in 
the end. 

Father God, I give you my life this day, may you use it for your glory and good.  Amen. 

March 30, 2020 
Galatians 6:2 

By Pastor Wade Apel 
     The Cross Patte’e has emerged as a popular or trendy cross in recent years.  You might recognize this cross 
from the logos of the West Coast Choppers, a motorcycle group, and the Independent Truck Company, a 
skateboard manufacturer.  These companies used this style of cross in their logo design, which are prominent 
on many clothing items. 
     This style of cross is defined by the narrowing at the center, either 
with curved edges (as shown) or straight edges which looks like 4 
triangles meeting at a central point.  This cross is a symbol of strength 
throughout the ages.  It has been used as a symbol to unite brothers in 
arms dating back to the crusades through the First World War.  The cross 
was viewed as a symbol that brought unity for a common mission.   
     For better or for worse, it was also used in battle to instill confidence 
that God was going to protect you and be on your side. 
     While the Cross Patte’e is not going to unite us on the battle of war, it 
should still be used to unify us as Christians and be a sign of strength.  
For through the Cross of Christ we are able to carry each other burdens.  
In Christ, we do not have to carry our difficulties in life alone, but we are 
united to carry them together. The more people are able to carry the 
burdens of another, the lighter the load and the easier it becomes.   
     Today the Cross Patte’e reminds us of the power and strength that comes from being united in Christ. 
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March  31, 2020 
Numbers 11:13-15 

By Chris Carron 
     What a complainer! When he talked to God, the great Moses, deliverer of 
God’s chosen people, got so tired of listening to the whiny, ungrateful Israelites in 
the wilderness that all he wanted to do is grumble himself. In his moment of 
human-ness, he forgot to be thankful that God had delivered His people out of 
Egypt; forgot to be grateful for the manna that God had supplied to fill their 
bellies; and forgot to act generously in response.  
     A common expression in our society today sums up our grievances as our 
“crosses to bear.” We can be quick to complain to God in prayer (or under our 
breath) about how much is expected of us. We complain about people who need 
something from us, or who rely too much upon us. Even all our worldly 
possessions of home, food, money, and clothes that we asked God to give us in a 
different prayer, we carry like heavy burdens instead of gracious gifts. We forget 
in our own human-ness to thank God for giving us the things we need; we forget to 
appreciate those people He places in our lives; and we forget to look for 
opportunities to share these blessings with others.  

     The expression about our “cross to bear” of course originates with Jesus, who physically had to carry to 
Golgotha the heavy timbers upon which he was crucified, and spiritually carried the sinful nature of all of 
humanity. Jesus felt the weight of this responsibility, and even asked for it to be taken from Him in the Garden 
of Gethsemane. He didn’t want to bear the cross; but He loved us more, and took on the burden of our sin so 
that we don’t have to.  
     As you look toward the events of Good Friday and Easter Sunday, how will you approach the crosses that 
you bear? How did Jesus’ sacrifice free you from the burdens you carry? How can you be more Christ-like in 
your response to God’s grace, and generous in service to others? 
Lord, when I complain, may you help me to see it how it pales in comparison to the cross.  Amen. 

April 1, 2020 
Matthew 22:15-22 

By Deacon Diane Marten 
The lesson for today is a familiar story that will be used during the 
service at the traditional noon service and during Dinner Church at 6:15. 

INTRO:  Paying taxes to the emperor was demanded by the Romans and 
was oppressive to the Jews.  The Pharisees were trying to trick Jesus to 
either a) affirm the Roman tax and make Jews angry, or b) refuse to pay 
tax and make the Romans angry. 

1.How did Jesus resolve the matter? 

2. “Give to God the things that are God’s…”  At your baptism, whose 
image was marked on your forehead?  How can you give yourself to 
God? 

3.Who do you think acts like they live in God’s image these days?  How 
might you pray for them – and others? 

4.Any other thoughts?  
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April 2, 2020 
Philippians 2:5-11—Humility 

By Bob Holst 
HUMILITY - These verses from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians have been 
characterized as one of the first hymns of the Christian era.  Hymns are used 
throughout both the Jewish and Christian faiths as means to convey guidance in 
faithful living. Paul’s point in this hymn is to show us what it took for Christ to give 
up his position alongside of God and come to us in the form of a man, in the form of a 
meek helpless infant. Even though he was a King, he accepted his position as a human 
servant. He grew up in poverty and was very obedient to his parents. And as noted in 
the eighth verse, he was humble and “obedient to the point of death”. 
     We try to be humble to some extent during our lives.  For many of us, being 

humble takes a lot of effort as it doesn’t come easily or naturally. And I am sure that most of us would not be 
obedient to the point of giving our life for many people let alone all humankind. 
     However, we are not left out in the cold without guidance in our lives to follow God. In Psalm 25:8-10, 
there is guidance for us as “the Lord leads the humble in what is right and teaches the humble his way.” 
     But how can we be humble as Christ was humble? The beginning of this chapter in Paul’s Letter to the 
Philippians talks about humility in our lives (verses 3 and 4): “…Count others more significant than 
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 
     In Micah (6:8), there is a saying that I first saw years ago in a wall hanging at my former church that 
conveys very well what Paul is telling us in today’s scripture: “O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
     Note that to be humble, we must think of others and their interests ahead of ours. This is not an easy task. 
However, with Christ’s guidance and as our example for life, we can follow in his footsteps. By following 
Christ and his precepts, we are in fact taking up our cross and living.  
 
Christ make us humble like you are and give us strength to follow your example. Amen. 

April 3, 2020 
Galatians 5:11 
By Deb Jones 

 

I was at a crossroads.  After 23 years of worshipping and serving at a church where my 
younger daughter had grown up in the girls’ choir, I found myself dying on the spiritual 
vine.  The clergy person being paid to be the leader of the church had taken the parish in a 
direction foreign to me and many others; I wasn’t opposed to change, but he had become a 
virtual dictator.  About those who disagreed with him on ANYTHING, he said, “I don’t 
care about them; they’re mischief makers and I don’t want them here.” How Christian is 
that? I  felt hurt, betrayed, angered.  He didn’t want me there, and try as I might, even 
during worship services,  his piercing glare certainly conveyed that message to me.  My 
soul began to resent even attending worship services, thus cutting off my opportunity  to 
be spiritually fed from within the walls of that church.  I was torn between two options:  

stay, or seek another place of worship. 
Kneeling there to receive communion, my eyes and soul were always glued to the magnetic cross hanging 
above the altar.  It was the first thing I saw when I entered the church and the last thing I looked at when 
departing after worship.  It was assuredly the last thing I saw when I left that church for the last time. 
A dear friend invited me to worship at Servants of Christ Church for the baptism of her infant twin grandsons.  
I was pleasantly shocked  to find two warm, lovely ladies at the door, welcoming me.  When I entered the 
sanctuary, I felt my heart and soul drawn to the cross above the altar, and a message entered my thoughts, 
“You are home.”  As I attended more services, the flower of my soul budded and then bloomed, filled with the 
message of the cross:  You are loved.  You are welcome.   
That message was and is carried out by the congregation, the most loving I’ve ever known, carrying out 
wholeheartedly the call to serving God.  I will never forget one beautiful lady giving  me a sincere hug at that 
first service and telling me, “We’re so glad you are here.” 
Lord, thank you for welcoming all to your table of grace.  Amen. 
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Passion Sunday—April 5, 2020 
Matthew 21: 12 - 13 

By Norma Commorato 
     At the time of Jesus’ crucifixion, Judea was under Roman rule, and the currency 
was Roman coin.  However, the Jewish law required that every man should pay a 
tribute to the service of the sanctuary of “half a shekel” a Jewish coin. It became, 
therefore, a matter of convenience to have a place where the Roman coin could be 
exchanged for the Jewish half shekel. The money-changers provided this convenience 
at a fee. Because so many thousands of people came up to the great feasts, changing 
money and selling of livestock for sacrifice was a very profitable business - one that 
resulted in fraud and oppression of the poor. 
     Note these intriguing points in this passage: Besides his anger at the money 
changers' greed, Jesus hated the noise and commotion in the court, which would have 
made it impossible for devout Gentiles to pray there. 
     The high priest received a percentage of the profit from the money changers and 
merchants, so their removal from the Temple precinct would have caused a financial 
loss to him. Because pilgrims were unfamiliar with Jerusalem, the Temple merchants 
sold sacrificial animals at a higher price than elsewhere in the city. The high priest 
overlooked their dishonesty, if he got his share. 
     Jesus drove out the money changers from the Temple on Monday of Passion Week, 
just three days before the Passover and four days before his crucifixion. 

- Wednesday of Holy Week, Jesus would be betrayed by one of his chosen disciples.  Again, more coins 
scattered on the ground. 

This passage appears not only in Matthew, but also Mark, Luke and John emphasizing that Jesus Christ is 
creating a new covenant with humanity,  one in which animal sacrifice would end.  He becomes the perfect 
sacrifice with his life on the cross, atoning for our sin forever. 

- Scholars argue that money was kept at the Temple because the poor gathered therefore they could borrow 
funds to keep from losing their property.  Theologians have observed that this could have been the final straw 
that led to Jesus’ arrest. 

In His last week on earth, knowing what He was to face, Jesus seems to be making life more balanced for 
the marginalized.   I should follow that example. 

 
Dear Lord, Please help me worship you with an undistracted heart. You know how my mind wanders to my 
upcoming week, present worries, and thoughts of others and other things. Help me put those thoughts away 
and focus on those in need, you and your glory. Let your Spirit cause my heart, soul, mind, and strength to 
exalt your Holy Name, Amen 

April 4,  2020 
Ephesians 2:14-16 
By Isaac Sponsel 

This teaches me about God by telling everyone that we should treat 
each other equally. One example is that you could learn about 
different cultures and talk about what makes you the same and what 
makes you different.  Our differences shouldn’t make us fight they 
should bring us together because we are all people and we should be 
treated equally. This encourages me to learn about different cultures 
and places in global studies and see what they do differently and talk 
about how that makes us the same.  I can also talk to my friends and 
classmates about what makes us the same and learn about their 
culture and what they do. 
 
Dear God, I pray that in this world people can be treated with 
equality and that we can set aside what makes us different so we can 
be together with a fair share because we are all God’s people in this 
world. 

This crucifix was 
made by Phillip  

Kuhn of Hickory, 
NC.  The thorny 

branches appear in 
the natural color of 

blood wood. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/high-priest-700109
https://www.learnreligions.com/origin-of-the-son-of-god-700710
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-gods-plan-of-salvation-700502
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-sin-700703
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April 7, 2020 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

By Deacon Diane Marten 
     The Lord God is my teacher… “that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word.” 
     To all our underpaid teachers:  Thank you.   
     My favorite math teacher has a tee shirt that says, “I just can’t even…”  And 
beneath the words are the numbers 3 ,5, 7, 9…    
     That teacher can empathize with students who just can’t even make sense of 
a challenging math problem.  We all could use the calming word of a teacher 
when our minds are preoccupied with too many projects, or when the multiple 
stressors of daily life become overwhelming, or when anxieties haunt us 
through the night.  When we just can’t even… we hope and listen for a 
teacher’s good word. 
     God’s native tongue is all about comfort.  Perhaps God’s teaching strategy 
involves memory work, to memorize, for sure, the word of encouragement that 
says, “You are OK.  You can do this.  I’m on your side.”  This memory work 
will come automatically not just when we need it, but also when we notice 

someone else who is weary.  It will be second nature to tell them, “I’m on your side.  You can do this.” In a 
way, the Teacher’s native tongue will be YOUR second tongue. 
     Who has been a teacher in your life?  Who gives you courage?  Who is on your side during troubled times?  
What good word did a teacher give you? 
     To the unofficial teachers in our lives, thanks for sustaining us.  For showing us patience.  For saving us 
from embarrassment, for your support, particularly when we are 3, 5, 7, 9… 
 
We pray today for all who are in need of comfort, and for those whose second tongue offers a loving word.  
We give thanks for God, our Teacher, who is always on our side.  Amen. 
 

April 6, 2020 
Isaiah 53:5 

By Pastor Wade Apel 

     People said it was too painful for them to look at each week.  This cross was 
depressing.  It really killed the positive atmosphere the church was trying to 
build.  The cross was too horrific, the expression on the face of Christ was too 
painful to be constantly reminded of His pain and His suffering.  Therefore, 
many churches today have removed the cross as a central part of the worship 
space. For the crosses that remain, few are in the form of a crucifix. The 
crucifix cross is defined as a cross in which Christ is depicted as hanging, 
dying, upon the cross.  The message of this cross is clear: sacrifice. This is not 
the sacrifice that we make to follow Christ.  Nor is it a sacrifice that we could 
somehow choose to fulfill.  This is all about the sacrifice of Christ.  The 
sacrifice of Christ is that he did what we could never do.  He bore the weight of 
the iniquity of us all. 
     Iniquity is defined as gross injustice, wickedness, or a violation of duty.  In 
other words: sin. Christ bore the weight of the sin of the entire world.  In this 
moment of great sacrifice, he was despised and rejected by the people he was 
trying to save.  If you have time, please read all of Isaiah 53 as it does a better 
job of capturing the sacrifice of Christ.  If you have more time, you might consider watching The Passion of 
Christ, which I feel does a great job of capturing the suffering of Christ. 
     If the image of the Crucifix Cross causes your stomach to turn or you to feel uneasy, then it should.  It is 
one of the most painful ways to die ever invented. While it is important to celebrate that Christ was resurrected 
from the dead, it is equally important to remember what we have been set free from:  a life of sin.  The gentle 
reminder of the sacrifice of Christ that is represented in the crucifix cross helps to keep us grounded in our 
faith and focuses on the importance of Christ's sacrifice for our lives. 
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April 8, 2020 
John 13:21-32 

For me, this is the cross that started it all.  “Started what?” you might ask.  This cross represents the start of our personal 
collection of crosses.  Growing up, I always had a few crosses that were given to me as gifts, but when I bought this 
cross during a 2 week mission trip to Honduras during my first year of seminary, it sparked a desire to want to collect 
more crosses as symbols of my faith journey and life.  Wade and I now have close to 50 different crosses, some from 
places we have traveled, some that were given to us a gifts for special 
occasions, and some that were made by us or our friends and family.  
                This beautiful, hand-painted ceramic cross, depicting a Honduran 
village, is more than just the start of our collection.  It also represents a big part 
of my discernment to enter ordained ministry.  When I was younger, I always 
thought I wanted to be a teacher.  I entered college with that plan, and majored 
in Elementary Education.  It turned out that God had other plans for me – it 
just took me a while to figure them out.  During my senior year of college I 
decided to enter seminary right after graduation.  At the time I once again 
thought I knew what I wanted to do (youth ministry), but again, God had other 
plans.  I traveled to Honduras during the break between the two semesters with 
about a dozen other people from the seminary.  We spent time in the capital 
city, working alongside the local people as we helped repair their homes, and 
spent time out in the countryside, running a medical clinic and building the 
foundation for a church.  It was a powerful experience for me to witness God’s 
kingdom like never before.  It caused me to examine my relationship with God, 
and spend a lot of time thinking about what I felt called to do in life.  When I 
returned to classes that spring semester, I still had a lot of unanswered 
questions, but I definitely felt that God at least had put me on the right 
track.  Every time I see this cross, it reminds me that just as we only built the 
foundation of that Honduran church, “God isn’t finished with me yet.”  (And I 
know that God isn’t finished with you either.) 

April 9, 2020 
John 13:1-17, 31-35 

     Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from 
the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash 
my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I 

wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you 
know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For 
I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are 
not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these 
things, you are blessed if you do them.         
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in 
him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 
once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 
now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.35 By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
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April 11, 2020 
Matthew 27:57-61 

By Pastor Wade Apel 
     The cross is most often shown as being empty.  As it stands empty, it 
is simple and yet so incomplete. An empty cross is a reminder of the 
sacrifice that has happened on Good Friday, and the hope of the coming 
resurrection.  On this Holy Saturday, the cross stands empty.  In the 
story of Holy Week, Christ's body has been taken down from the cross, 
and laid in the tomb.  The disciples are in shock.  They do not know if 
they will be next to face the cross, if they should flee to their 
hometowns, or remain in the city.  Their faith in Jesus was rocked 
because the cross was now empty.  Jesus was gone. 
     In many ways, we stand in a similar place as the first disciples.  For 
we live in an in-between time.  The cross on Holy Saturday only stands 
as a moment in time between the darkest hour of Good Friday and the 
pure joy of Easter morning.  The time between Christ being raised from 
the dead and his second coming.  The empty cross reminds us that Jesus 
did not stay on the cross, but rather he was raised from the dead Easter 
morning.    
 

The question for us becomes, how now shall we live?   
 
In view of the sacrifice of Christ, how do you and I pick up our cross to follow God in faith until Christ comes 
again?  Will we allow our lives to stand like empty crosses, or will our lives tell the story of the resurrected 
and risen victorious Christ? 

April 10, 2020    
John 18:1-19:42 

Stations of the Cross 
 
1. Jesus is condemned to death 

2. Jesus carries His cross 

3. Jesus falls the first time 

4. Jesus meets His mother 

5. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry the cross 

6. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus 

7. Jesus falls the second time 

8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem 

9. Jesus falls the third time 

10. Jesus is stripped of his garments 

11. Crucifixion: Jesus is nailed to the cross 

12. Jesus dies on the cross 

13. Jesus is taken down from the cross 

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb. 
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EASTER 
April 12, 2020 

Matthew 28:1-10 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 

came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back 

the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, 

and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so 

afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know 

that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not 

here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 

where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has 

risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 

There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 

8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 
them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me.” 

All Scripture References in this book are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible.   
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Message of the Cross 
This is the message of the cross, that we can be free, 

To live in the victory, and turn from our sin, 

My precious Lord Jesus, with sinners you died, 

For there you revealed your love and you laid down your life. 

 

This is the message of the cross, that we can be free, 

To lay all our burdens here, at the foot of the tree, 

The cross was the shame of the world, 

but the glory of God, 

For Jesus you conquered sin and you gave us new life! 

 

You set me free when I came to the cross, 

Poured out your blood for I was broken and lost, 

There I was healed and you covered my sin, 

It's there you saved me, this is the message of the cross. 

 

This is the message of the cross, that we can be free, 

To hunger for heaven, to hunger for Thee, 

"The cross is such foolishness to the perishing, 

But to us who are being saved, it is the power of God!" 

 

You set us free when we come to the cross, 

You pour out your blood for we are broken and lost. 

Here we are healed and you cover our sin, 

It's here you save us, 

 

You set me free when I come to the cross, 

Pour out your blood for I am broken and lost 

Here I am healed and you cover my sin, 

It's here you save me, this is the message of the cross. 

 

Let us rejoice at the foot of the cross, 

We can be free, glory to God. 

 

Thank you Lord, thank you Lord, 

You've set us free, glory to God.  

 

Written by Martin Smith ©1994 Curious? Music UK  


