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A New Creation 
Pr. Wade Apel 
 

In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace that he lavished on us. -

Ephesians 1:7-8 

 
During this season of lent, we are fo-
cusing on the cross, the symbol of sac-
rifice, redemption, and forgiveness. 
For me, Holy Week tends to focus 
more on the sacrifice of Christ, and 
less on the implication of this sacrifice, 
which is freedom from our sins. When 
Heather and I were in seminary, there 
was someone shot and murdered in 
the street that ran through the semi-
nary campus.  While the person who 
was killed was not associated with the 
seminary or anyone connected to the 

school, they were members of the 
community, out walking one even-
ing.  The person responsible for this 
act of violence was not associated 
with the seminary either.  There was 
no connection between the sin that 
existed right outside the seemingly 
safe close knit community.  Just days 
after this incident occurred, the com-
munity, which included the school, 
held a prayer walk and worship ser-
vice at the very spot where the crime 
occurred. There are many things that I 
remember about that night such as 
praying for the families of the victim, 
and praying for the perpetrator. God’s 
word was read not from behind the 
safety of a pulpit, but in the midst of a 
dark night.  There was weeping and 
gnashing of teeth and wailing, asking 
God to intervene.  What stands out 
the most to me was the cross which 

lead the gathered community to and 
from the spot.  The cross being lifted 
up to reclaim a piece of ground that 
was stained with sin.  In the moment, 
the power of the cross and the for-
giveness that was purchased suddenly 
became more real.  This is what the 
cross does, not just for the big mo-
ments of pain and grief, but it reclaims 
the small  ones, too. The cross re-
claims what is 
broken and 
what has been 
tarnished by 
sin so that 
wholeness and 
healing can 
begin.  Thanks 
be to God for 
reclaiming us 
by the power 
of the cross.  



 

 

 

 

 

 3rd Thursday Women’s Brunch 
All Women are Welcome! 
 

There will be a new community brunch for 
women at SOC each month. The MUMs group 
has dissolved in it’s current form, but want to 
continue meeting by opening up the group to 
women of all ages. Simply bring a dish to 
share and a smile! The meeting will be at 9:30 
a.m. each month on the 3RD THURSDAY! 

New Adult Sunday School Class  
Begins March 15 
 
 
New Adult School Class starting March 15-April 12 titled 
“Lutheranism and Composers.” The class will focus on Lu-
theran composers and composers who have used Lutheran 
hymns in their compositions. Yes, we’ve all heard of Martin 
Luther and his compositions but there are so many others.  

We will listen to 
their works, sing 
some of them, 
and discuss their 
careers and con-
nection to Lu-
theranism. Join 
me in the  
fellowship hall, 
starting March 
15 at 10:45 am. 

Devotions For Lent Now Available 
Pick up your copy in the Narthex 

 
Images of the cross are eve-
rywhere. Images of the cross 
hang in people’s homes, are 
imprinted on t-shirts, jewelry, 
and key chains. Even the tele-
phone poles can remind us of 
the cross. Some crosses are 
made of wood, metal, fabric, 
porcelain, or plastic. Some 
crosses are painted with 
bright vibrant colors, and oth-
ers are plain and black. 

How often do we stop to consider the meaning by the 
cross and how it is being portrayed. “For the message of 
the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:18. For our journey through Lent this year we are go-
ing to stop and consider the power of the cross, what it 
means for our faith and life as followers of the cross. 

Care Team Training 
April 18, 2020 
 
 
ATTENTION SOC CARE TEAM and others who 

want to offer care.  Join SOC care team to 

attend a Stephen Ministry Introductory Work-

shop on Saturday, April 18, 2020, from  9:00 

a.m. –  1:00 p.m. in  Brownsburg, IN.  This 

workshop will introduce us to the Stephen  

Ministry program, offer ways to minister to 

people in grief, and describe how to care for 

others in a distinctively Christian way.  This 

event will enhance the skills of people who are 

already good at listening and awaken a desire 

in those who want to learn more. If four of us 

attend, we get a congregational rate!  Sign up 

at SOC or contact Diane.Marten@valpo.edu. 

mailto:Diane.Marten@valpo.edu


A Lesson in  
Accountability 
Kristen Wolfred,  
parenthoodforlife.com/blog 

 

Accountability can be defined 
as the act of accounting for 
one's actions; taking responsi-
bility for what you've done or 
said. In my 20+ years of raising 
my children, this has been at 
the top of our list of "must 
teach" lessons in life. Without 
the ability to take responsibility 
for our actions, what will stop 
us from trying anything, right 
or wrong? If a person can do or 
say whatever comes to mind 
without consequence, how can 
he or she be taught to do what 
is right, to say what is best? 

Great question! Add to this the 
challenge of instilling accounta-
bility from a very young age, 
and the task can seem impossi-
ble. But it's not impossible. In 
fact, it's really pretty easy for 
the teacher, but not so easy for 
the student. We can all recall 
times when we wish we could 
"take it back" but that's not 
how it works. Once the damage 
is done, the only hope for los-
ing that gut-wrenching feeling 
of guilt, is to take responsibility 
and seek forgiveness. 

The opportunity to teach ac-
countability when raising chil-
dren will present itself more 
than you would like. Our first 
real opportunity came when 
our oldest collaborated with a 

friend down the street to pick 
flowers for mom. Sounds ador-
able, I know, but the flowers 
they chose to pluck from the 
fresh soil of spring were our 
neighbors daffodils surrounding 
his electrical box. Our neighbor 
who had the most immaculate 
yard in the area. Our neighbor 
who would do anything for you 
and had welcomed us to the 
neighborhood before our 
house was built. 

Of course there was a perfectly 
good explanation for this horri-
fying dilemma...the friend 
down the street made him do 
it. Well that is a perfectly good 
reason, right? Now, you can ask 
our 23 year old if he remem-
bers this incident, and even 
though he was only about five 
years old, I am certain he can 
retell exactly how the hours 
passed before he took account-
ability for his actions. For about 
two or three hours he waited 
for our neighbor to come home 
so he could go across the street 
and tell him what he had done 
and to apologize for his actions. 
He cried. He was sick to his 
stomach. He was terrified. 

Some may think this was a hor-
rible punishment for such a 
young boy, but he learned, very 
quickly, that whether he in-
tended to do harm or good, his 
actions affected someone else 
negatively and it was unac-
ceptable. When we returned 
from his confession and apolo-
gy, we were not only able to 
talk about how much better he 

felt having done so, but how 
much better it would have 
been to not have made the 
choice in the first place. He did 
ask why his friend did not have 
to apologize as well, and we 
didn't have an answer. But, we 
did ask him to imagine if he had 
not and was still feeling the 
way he did before his apology. 

You see, when you can let your 
child feel guilt, sadness, embar-
rassment, regret, dread, and 
the joy of reconciliation, they 
WILL learn. Sure, they will slip 
and fall again, but in time, the 
wiser they become, they will 
also learn to make better deci-
sions in life. They will learn the 
difference between good and 
bad, right and wrong. And just 
when you think they may have 
forgotten, you will witness 
them teaching others those 
same differences. They will 
help others reconcile and make 
better decisions. Isn't that a 
gift? 



Dinner Church: 2020 
Weekly Schedule 
Wednesdays in Lent, 6:15 pm  
 
 

Each Wednesday during Lent we 
will gather at 6:15 pm for a meal 
and worship in one. This unique 
worship style will help you to 
practice holy conversations and 
spiritual disciplines that you can 
use on a regular basis in your 
home life. The service will last ap-
proximately 45 minutes before 
sending you back home fed physi-
cally and spiritually. What is Din-
ner Church 

A family-friendly dinner will be 
catered each week from a differ-
ent local restaurant. 

March 4 - Happy Dragon - Crab 
Rangoon, Roast Pork Egg Role, 
Plain Fried Rice, Vegetable Lo 
Mein, Broccoli Beef, Orange Chick-
en. 

March 11 - Qdoba -  Hot Bar 
Grilled Chicken, Grilled Beef, 
Cilantro-Lime White Rice, Brown 
Rice, Black Beans, Tortilla chips, 
Guacamole, 4 salsas, Lettuce, 
shredded cheese, sour cream. 

March 18 - Jimmy Johns -  sand-
wich platter, lettuce wrap platter, 
assorted chips, pickles, cookies. 

March 25 - Tracks - Pulled pork, 
buns, Mac & Cheese, Baked 
Beans, Broccoli salad. 

April 1 - Cracker Barrel -  Sunday 
Homestyle Chicken, Fried Chicken 
Tenders, Hashbrown Casserole, 
Cole Slaw, Green Beans, Carrots  

How much does it cost? Free. To-
tally free. We will be using a grant 
to cover the cost of the meal for 
everyone who attends. Invite your 
friends and neighbors to join us!  

How can I help?  Sign up to help 
setup and host 1 of the meals. Ar-
rive in time to meet caterers, 
show caterer where to set up. Set 
out the drinks, Be sure plates, 
napkins and silverware is set out. 
Sign up sheet in Narthex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our first Dinner Church on February 26, Ash Wednesday, was a won-
derful gathering.  What people said about Dinner Church:  

 
"It was meaningful and moving to break bread together" 

"Dinner church tonight was powerful. Great food, great conver-
sations around the table, some singing, communion, ashes. Awe-
some way to start  the Lent season. Join us every Wednesday in 
Lent. You will leave spiritually AND physically fed." 

"I loved the whole evening and am looking forward to next 
Wednesday." 

We hope to see you on Wednesdays at Noon for a Traditional Ser-
vice or at 6:15 pm for Dinner Church. 



I LOVE Lent and Lenten music. 
Do you? Lenten music has its 
own particular beauty. When 
you look back at musical history, 
Lent has been an enormous 
source of inspiration for compos-
ers, the birthplace of gems like 
the hymn “O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded.” In a way, Lenten mu-
sic began before the Church did. 
Jesus and the apostles sang Pass-
over hymns on the first Holy 

Thursday, as testified by the 
Gospels of Matthew and 
Mark. The earliest Christians 
often sang of the passion 
and death of Christ, alt-
hough their music is mostly 
lost. The High Middle Ages 
was a rich seedbed of peni-
tential music. The “Dies 

Irae” (Day of Wrath), attributed 
to the 13th-century musician 
Thomas of Celano, was eventual-
ly incorporated into the Requiem 
Mass in the 16th century. To this 
day, composers take great de-
light in using this text as a 
starting point for magnificent or-
chestrations. Bach’s name in in-
separable from Lenten music, 
due to his four oratorios based 
on the Gospel accounts of the 

Passion. Two of them are lost, 
but the St. John Passion and St. 
Matthew Passion are magnifi-
cent pieces of work. While we 
don’t particularly sing the “Dies 
Irae” or any of Bach’s Passions in 
church during Lent, the hymns 
we do sing are as wonderfully 
written and talk about Christ’s 
suffering and death on the cross 
for us. As we sing the hymns 
throughout these forty days, let 
us think about the pain in the 
words we sing, but also the 
beauty in the melodies. 

Faithfully, your Minister of  
Music, Olesya Savinkova. 

 

 

 

Mission+Outreach Update 
Cindy Stone & Barb Andrews  

The Lenten offerings will go to 
initiate a "Blessing Bag" mission 
project. We will use the funds to 
fill a gallon baggie with items for 
the homeless. This will include a 
toothbrush, toothpaste, deodor-
ant, some snacks socks, gloves in 
the winter and a small water 
bottle in the summer. It will also 
include some information about 
homeless shelters, Laundry & 
More and food pantry assistance 
that it is provided by a mission 
outreach from Servants of Christ. 
Members can have a bag to dis-
tribute in their car and we will 
have some at Laundry & More.  

Please also save the Date for 
a Pack Away Hunger event.  We 
have reserved Saturday, April 25 
from 9:30 to noon. This is open to 
children over six and adults. A 
sign up will be placed in the nar-
thex.  

Thank you, Mission+Outreach  
Committee. 



   

 

 

 
 

Meal Ministry: A Way 
to Love your  
Neighbor 
Learn more about how this special 
ministry is helping others 

 
 
Meal Ministry provides meals 3 
times a week for 2-3 weeks when 
someone has an illness, surgery or 
a new baby.  We are always re-
cruiting new volunteers to assist 
with this ministry. To be placed on 
the list for this ministry please con-
tact Judy Anderson 317-937-5362. 

Meal Ministry has been busy the 
last month. Meals were provided to 
George and Pat Bueltmann after 

her gallbladder surgery in which the 
Dr. was unable to remove the 
gallbladder due to inflammation.  
When asked what the meal minis-
try meant to them. Pat replied, “It 
was a blessing for me and George, 
my caregiver, who was busy caring 
for me and our home, and doing all 
the errands such as grocery shop-
ping. It was marvelous not to have 
worry about meal preparation. We 
felt so loved and cared for by the 
congregation.”  

Meals are currently being provided 
to Tim and Charissa Matthews who 
were blessed with the birth of a 
healthy baby girl, Alexandra Jean-
ette, on 2-13-20. The individuals 
who deliver these meal have the 

privilege of greeting the newest 
member of our congregation.  

We have upcoming meal ministry 
needs Pat Bueltmann will be having 
a second surgery on March 4, hope-
fully a laparoscopy this time. In ad-
dition Becky Holst is having shoul-
der surgery on March 12.  

 

Candy Donations For 
Easter Needed 
For Laundry & More and SOC 
 

Donations of candy, small toys, or 
Easter (Christian) items that fit into 
an egg are needed by March 19 for 
the Easter Egg Hunt and Laundry & 
More. Senior Servants will be filling 
the eggs on March 20th. 

 

Quilting Group: Special Work Day March 18 

Selah Book Group 
All are Welcome; Now Day Time Meeting 
 
Selah Book Group Meets the last Wednesday 
of the month at 1:00 pm in the church library.  
It is an open group that reads and discusses a 
book each month. We take turns hosting and 
serve coffee, tea and a light refreshment.  Up-
coming meetings are March 25 At 1:00 pm, the 
book for the month is Brooklyn by Colm Toibin 
“a moving, deeply satisfying read” 
(Entertainment Weekly) about a young Irish 
immigrant in Brooklyn in the early 1950s.  April 
29, the book is Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. 

Quilting Group meets the first and 
third Wednesday of the month 
from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.  We as-
semble quilts for those in need 
world wide.  The top of our quilts 
are designed and sewed by Mary 
Beth Kruty. At the meeting we add 
the back and the batting, pinning it 
all together. Judy Anderson finishes 

the edges. And we work together 
to tie the quilts.  If you can tie a 
knot you have the skill to help!  

Our next meeting is  March 4. On 
March 18, the Bethlehem Quilting 
group is joining us for lunch at 
noon in the Library.  Following 
lunch we are tying quilts.  



 

 

 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST // March 14 // 8:30 AM // The 
monthly Men’s Breakfast meeting will be on Saturday, 
January 18 and February 8, 8:30-10:00 a.m.  Please 
bring your own breakfast or simply come and enjoy 
the coffee and juice that is provided.  We will be 
Dwelling in the Word, a process of applying scripture 
to our lives.  No preparation is necessary.  Simply 
come and participate with your wisdom and voice in 
our discussion.   
 
WOMEN’S DINNER OUT // March 17 //  Woman's 
Dinner Out will be Tuesday, March 17, 6:15 PM, at 
Murphy's Craft House on Fox Road.  
 

If you want more information, contact Diane Marten 
at diane.marten@valpo.edu,  219-395-6202. 
 
3rd Thursday Women’s Brunch // March 19 // 9:30 
am // There will be a new community brunch for 
women at SOC each month.  This MUMs group has 
dissolved in it’s current form, but want to continue 
meeting and opening up the group to women of all 
ages.  Simply bring a dish to share and a smile! 
 
SENIOR SERVANTS // March 20 // Senior Servants will 
meet on March 20 at 11:30 for a pitch in lunch and 
after lunch we will fill Easter Eggs for the Easter Sun-
day Egg hunt and eggs to donate to families at Laun-
dry & More. 
 
(W3A) WOMEN WHO WORSHIP ALONE //  
March 22 // 10:45 am // W3A for March 22 will meet 
at Dottie Lehigh’s home located at 12223 Riley Rd, In-
dianapolis, IN 46236.  
 
SELAH BOOK GROUP // March 25 // 1:00 pm // Up-
coming meetings are March 25 At 1:00 pm, the book 
for the month is Brooklyn by Colm Toibin “a moving, 
deeply satisfying read” (Entertainment Weekly) about 
a young Irish immigrant in Brooklyn in the early 1950s.   
On April 29, the book is Just Mercy by Bryan Steven-
son. 
 

 
 

SOC Monthly Groups 

 
 
 

Macy Raine    March 4 
Samuel Sponsel   March 5 
Chloe Gard    March 7 
Becky Graves   March 9 
Porter Nagel   March 10 
Mitch Thombleson  March 14 
John Commorato   March 17 
Curtis Kreklau III   March 17 
Bonnie Anderson   March 19 
Samantha Cohron   March 19 
Raymond Lawhorn  March 22 
Trevor Shoaf   March 25 
William Ehlhardt   March 30 
Pat Bueltmann   March 31 

Happy  
Birthday! 

Many Thanks 
Thank you to the peo-
ple of SOC who 
brought meals to us 
after Alexandra was 
born.  We are very 
appreciative. 

- Tim & Charissa 
Matthews 

mailto:diane.marten@valpo.edu


Servants of Christ Lutheran Church 
 
Word-Grounded / Christ-Centered / Mission-Minded 

 
 

Take a picture of this  
QR Code with your smart phone 

to go straight to our website. 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Search for: “Servants of 
Christ Lutheran Church” 

Member:  Indianapolis Conference & 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the 
 

7650 Oaklandon Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-9797 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:30 am  
Sunday School 10:45 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

Chris Carron, President 
George Bueltmann, Vice-president 
Lori Allen, Secretary 
Joanne Powers, Treasurer 
Wade Apel, Pastor 
Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
John Sponsel, Education+Youth 
Barb Andrews, Mission+Outreach 
Judy Anderson, Parish Life 
Alan Shoaf, Property 
Galinton Bryan, Stewardship 
Diane Marten, Worship+Music 
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