
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The Good Friday service of “Tenebrae” (which means “shadows” in biblical Greek) begins in light and ends in 
darkness as candles are extinguished one by one.  At the conclusion, there is no benediction.   
              

 
GATHER IN SILENCE 

   Stand. 

In the name of the Father (+), and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. /  C) Amen. 
 
 
PROCESSION OF THE CROSS   
Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the world.   
/ C) O come, let us worship him. 

            Repeated three times as the cross is brought forward. 

 
 
READING Isaiah 52:13–53:12 
 
 
HYMN ELW #803 /  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ( vs 1, 3, 4)  
     Be seated. 

 
 
THE FIRST WORD Luke 23:33–34 
And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified Him, and 
the criminals, one on His right and one on His left. And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide His garments. 
 
 
HYMN ELW #349 / Ah, Holy Jesus (vs 1, 2, 5) 
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PETITION 
Lord Jesus Christ…  
…  C) in Your sinlessness You never needed forgiveness and yet You forgave those who 
sinned against You without cause. Give us grace and courage to forgive those who wrong 
us, that we may so draw attention to Your forgiving glory on the cross. Amen. 
 
 
     A period of silence. 

 
THE SECOND WORD Luke 23:39–43 
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save 
Yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving 
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And He said to him, “Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 
 
 
HYMN Organ Solo: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” by Dale Wood 
 
 
PETITION 
Lord Jesus…  
…  C) remember us in Your kingdom that we, too, may be with You in Paradise. Amen. 
 
 
     A period of silence. 

 
THE THIRD WORD John 19:26–27 
When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to 
His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
  
 
HYMN Quartet: “Draw Near” by Sheldon Curry 
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PETITION 
Lord Jesus… 
…  C) even in Your death, You put those who are lonely and neglected into families. Draw 
many into Your family that we may praise You together with them forever. Amen. 
 
 
     A period of silence. 

 
THE FOURTH WORD Mark 15:34 
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
  
 
HYMN           ELW #337 / Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed (vs 1,2, 5) 
  
 
COLLECT 
Lord Jesus… 
… C)  Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, You were forsaken by Your Father 
so that we would not be forsaken. Give us grace to rely on Your complete sacrifice, that we 
may always trust our heavenly Father’s love for us. Amen. 
 
 
     A period of silence. 

 
THE FIFTH WORD John 19:28 
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 
 
 
HYMN ELW #350 / They Crucified My Lord ( vs 1, 3, 5) 
 
 
PETITION 
Lord Jesus…  
… C)  Christ, King of the Jews and King of the nations, You have promised that those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness would be satisfied. Give us faith to trust that Your 
thirst on the cross supplies all that we need. Amen. 
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     A period of silence. 

 
THE SIXTH WORD John 19:30 
When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished,” and He bowed His head 
and gave up His Spirit. 
 
HYMN                  Handbell solo: “Nearer My God to Thee” arr. by Tom Doran and Betty Price  
 
 
PETITION 
Lord Jesus…  
… C)  You could have found the pain to be too much. You could have come down from the 
cross. But You remained until all was finished. Give us confidence to follow You completely 
through our trials and crosses because You are the author and finisher of our faith. Amen. 
 
 
     A period of silence. 

 
THE SEVENTH WORD Luke 23:44–46 
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the 
ninth hour, while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 
Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit!” 
And having said this He breathed His last. 
 
 
HYMN  Soprano Solo: “Were You There?” 
 
 
PETITION 
Lord Jesus…  
… C)  when You had finished all, You handed Your spirit over to Your Father, that He would 
then give His spirit back to You. Keep us in the one true faith, that on the last day, Your 
spirit may be given back to our mortal bodies and we may rise to serve You in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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     A period of silence. 

 
READING Matthew 27:51–54 
 

     A reading from St. Matthew, the 27th chapter: 
 
51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies 
of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs after His 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion 
and those who were with Him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what 
took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 
 
 
 
THE CREED – Martin Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article 

/ C) I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, son of the Father from eternity, and also true 
man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.  He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
person, saved me at great cost from sin, death, and the power of the devil, not with 
silver or gold, but with his holy and precious blood, and his innocent suffering and 
death.  All this he has done that I may be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, 
and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,  
just as he is risen from the dead, and lives and rules eternally.   
     This is most certainly true. 

 
 

 

PRAYERS 
Bidding Prayer 
     The assembly kneels or sits. The assisting minister leads the invitations to prayer (the bids). Silence for 
     prayer follows each bid. The presiding minister leads the prayers that conclude the silence. 

 

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 
 
     Silent prayer. 
 

Each petition ends with…. We ask this through Christ our Lord. / C)  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
/ C)  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
PETITION  
Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving 
arms to embrace the world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You 
and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s sake we pray. / C)  Amen. 
 

The last candle, still burning, is carried out of the church to show the darkness that fell on the world at 
the death of God’s Son.  Then the light returns and remains…   

 

 
INDIVIDUAL FORGIVENESS 
Those who desire a time of prayer or individual confession and forgiveness are invited to join a zoom call 
after the service.  When you join the call, you will be put into the waiting room.  When it is your turn, you will 
be invited into the meeting, where you will have a private meeting with Pastor Wade.   
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09 

  

 
DEPART IN REVERENT SILENCE 

A prayer vigil continues into the evening for as long as desired.  The pastor will be available in the office 
for private conversation until the last worshipper leaves the church. 

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09

