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A New Creation 
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Therefore everyone 
who hears these 
words of mine and 
puts them into prac-
tice is like a wise man 
who built his house 
on the rock. The rain 
came down, the 
streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat 
against that house; 
yet it did not fall, be-

cause it had its foundation on the rock. 
– Matthew 7:24-25 

During the past few months, life has 
felt a lot like this boat. A drift, rock-
ing back and forth. Being pushed 
around with each wave, each wind 
that life throws your way. The seas 
of life have had few moments of 
calm since the pandemic start-
ed.  Each day seems to have more 
waves, coming from all directions. 
For a moment, it seemed like the 

waves were calming down, there 
were signs of reopening, as if life 
might return to a more steady, new 
normal. However, as news of re-
strictions in others states resume, 
and children contemplate going 
back to school, the waves of fear 
and unrest are tossing again.  

In scripture, Jesus reminds us that 
there will be seasons where the 
rains come down, when the winds 
blow, and the waters rise.  In those 
times we are reminded just how im-
portant it is to build your foundation 
on the rock of Jesus Christ.  When it 
feels like the waves will not stop 
moving underneath you, and that 
you are in a boat more than a solid 
house, look at the picture again. The 
boat is tethered to the shore.  How 
is your faith tethering you to a more 
solid foundation during this time?  Is 
there just one rope?  

If you answered no, I could use an-
other 100 ropes to help!  Please 
know that you are not alone.  Con-

sider adding more to your devotion 
time, ways that you can serve oth-
ers, or reach out to the church.  You 
can form new ways to help not only 
yourself, but also your church fami-
ly, to be tethered to each other 
through the waves that are sure to 
come ahead.  Consider signing up 
for text messages from the church, 
find a topical bible study to do with 
friends, or download the church 
app. There are many new ways to 
help sure up your foundation during 
these stormy times. And sing.  Sing 
often (even if just on your own) the 
hymns that have built your faith 
over the years.  

“On Christ the solid rock I stand, all 
other ground is sinking sand, all oth-
er ground is sinking sand.” – My 
Hope is built on nothing less –ELW 
597 

Peace be with you,   
Pastor Wade 
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New Adult Classes  
   

I & II KINGS // Mondays // 6:30 p.m. // This 
study will cover the story of David, who be-
came King of Israel, as we zoom through I and 
II Kings.   Olesya will host the Zoom online 
meeting.  Diane will lead.  Contact Mu-
sic@servantsofchrist.org or di-
ane.marten@valpo.edu to get the link. 
 
TRUTH FROM FICTION // Mondays at 7:00 
pm // Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. // It is be-
coming increasingly difficult to discern the 
truth from fiction, and opinion from fact.  Fake 
news, persuasive writing and news stories 
seek to sway you in their favor.  Fortunately, 
the Bible has specific instruction to help shape 
our minds and hearts to be more discerning 
between the wise and foolish voices in our 
lives.  You are invited to build up your founda-
tion for wisdom through a 6 week study on the 
book of Proverbs. There will be two opportuni-
ties to participate via Zoom. Monday evening 
at 7pm, and Wednesday at noon, starting in 
August.  Contact Pastor Wade to sign-up.   

“It’s my problems! They are so impatient!” 

“Your problems are impatient?” 

“Yes! And they are just going to have to understand that I 
cannot worry about them all at once.  They will simply have to 
get in line and await their turns!”  

We all have problems. We all worry. Especially at bedtime. As 
the heroine of Les Mis sings, “But the tigers come at night, 
with their voices soft as thunder….” 

Since tiger problems always seem to chase us more merciless-
ly when we are trying to sleep, what can we do with these 
beasts? 

Some people, lying there, will repeat the mantra “Let go and 
let God.”   

Others pray the Lord’s Prayer or recite the Serenity Prayer.   

Some ask themselves, “Can I do anything about this tonight?  
If so, I will.  If not, I will think about this in the morning.”   

Other people, after tossing and turning unproductively, will 
get up, write the problem down on a piece of paper, put it on 
the nightstand, and leave it there till morning. 

I have heard that Dwight Eisenhower would often, at bed-
time, pray some version of: “God, I’m going to ask You to 
keep this problem for me tonight. You can give it back to me 
again in the morning.” 

If these striped intruders still won’t leave you alone, try saying 
to them:  “Okay, tigers, since you are here to stay, you may as 
well settle in. Choose a corner of my bedroom and start purr-
ing. God will take care of us all tonight. As soon as I hear your 
rhythmic breathing, I will go to sleep too.” Then model that 
breathing for them. 

Apparently the Psalmist had nighttime troubles as well and so 
sought slumber with the words: “In peace I will both lie down 
and sleep, for You alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.” (Ps. 
4:8)   

I have used all these 
strategies at times. I 
also try to remember 
that hard problems usu-
ally become softer with 
the morning light. What  
helps you? 

Dear Lord, please give 
us peace as we confront 
our nocturnal tigers.  Be 
with us and help us find 
whatever wisdom we 
need to manage our worrisome situations.  Amen. 

 

Carla’s Corner 
Inspiration in the Daily Living 

Worries 
 
My mother came to live with us for a while 
when she was 95 years old.  One morning as  I 
entered her bedroom with her cup of hot 
coffee, I asked, “Hi! How was your night?” 

“Awful,” she grumbled, struggling to sit up. 

“Really? What was wrong?” 
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Learn Your Child's Fingerprint 
Kristen Wolfred,  
parenthoodforlife.com/blog 
 

When raising children, it’s best if you can accept this 
one fact right off the bat…each child is unique, much 
like a fingerprint. They may look alike, have similar 
mannerisms, or sound alike, but at their core, your 
children are incredibly different. And why is this im-
portant? Because you, as their parent, are responsible 
for knowing this uniqueness and using that knowledge 
to support them in a way that will strengthen their be-
lief that it is this “fingerprint” that sets them apart 
from everyone else, especially their siblings! 

I have three uniquely wonderful children who have 
grown up in the same household, under the same 
rules. We hope we’ve loved them equally, but in some 
respects, it seems more important to have loved them 
uniquely; AND, disciplined, rewarded, and guided 
uniquely. Without calling them out by name, one does 
not want to hear compliments, while another wants 
continuous affirmation. One has a pretty hot temper, 
while another seems to not be phased by much of any-
thing. One will do before being asked, while another 
will be asked multiple times before doing. 

It’s this uniqueness that makes parenting both chal-
lenging and exciting at the same time. After all, life 
would be rather boring if our children were all manu-
factured to be exactly alike. That would mean you 
might miss out on what you love most if none had that 
trait, or, be stuck with the most challenging behavior if 
all exhibited it. The challenge comes in acknowledging 
their differences and adjusting your parenting accord-
ingly, while the excitement comes from getting to 
know and love each child for who they are and who 
they will be. 

Our three children are all studying in three different 
universities, majoring in three vastly different subjects, 
but they also have many things in common: 

• A strong tie to family 
• A strong faith in God 
• A desire to make the world better 
• A servant’s heart 
• An ability to make good decisions 
• A love for each other 
 

It’s our hope as parents, that we had a part in making 
them who they are, or at least fostering who they 
were meant to be. Whether it’s a big hug, a kiss on the 
top of the head, or a pat on the back, love them 
uniquely! 

Building Faith Families 
Practical Ways to Bring Faith into 
Everyday Family Life 
 
This fall, we will work together to try 
some new and different methods of 
faith formation for young children. 
More details will come next month on 
what that will look like.  In the mean-
time, I would like to offer up a longtime 
resources that you may not be aware 
of, or may have forgotten.  It is a quar-
terly publication called My Devotions 

which is a daily bible reading for young 
Christians.  Each day contains a short 
scripture reading, devotion, writing 
prompt for journaling, and prayer.  This 
is appropriate to use with elementary 
school children or family devotions. 
The church already purchases copies. If 
you would like one mailed to you, 
please let us know and we will mail it 
to you or drop it off.      



We have been on quarantine for a 
while, haven’t we? It seems like we 
are at a standstill, but the church 
sure isn’t. We have continued the 
livestream of worship services and 
started in-person services.  

Music is a huge part of our worship 
services. While the SOC choir cannot 
come to sing together safely in one 
space, we have tried to still lead the 
worship from home. The choir and 
bell choir have been meeting every 

Thursday (our regular rehearsal 
evening) on Zoom to catch up on 
everyone’s lives and even sing. They 
have also recorded their parts for 
two virtual choirs that I have put to-
gether. We sang “It Is well with my 
soul” and “For the beauty of the 
Earth.” I am also grateful for Lori Al-
len, Emily Smith, Marla Thombleson 
and others who have provided won-
derful special music this summer.  

The Bell Choir is planning on resum-
ing in-person rehearsals in August, 
adhering to all the social distancing 
rules. Even in these times, we can 
still make beautiful music together.  

Thanks to the Worship+Music com-
mittee and the Council, I have been 
able to attend Handbell of Musicians 
of America National Seminar that 

was held virtually, July 16-19.  There 
were numerous classes and concerts 
offered. I have also been taking clas-
ses offered by the Association of Lu-
theran Church Musicians every Fri-
day since June. I also attended 
(online, of course) Augsburg Fortress 
Music Clinic on July 21 and 22.  

I have learned many wonderful 
things that I can start using with our 
bell choir now, and some that I can 
use once we can safely start choir 
rehearsals. While it has been a crazy 
time (I pray you are all well), we will 
get through this with the Lord’s 
help. We can never stop making mu-
sic, even if we have to do it with 
masks on. 

Faithfully, your Minister of Music, 
Olesya Savinkova. 

 

 

 

Mission+Outreach Update 
Cindy Stone & Tisha Nagel 

Update from Full Life Development our new mission 
partner in Thailand: 

From Bethany Scott to Servants of Christ Mission and 
Outreach Committee: 

Thailand has done very well with containing the virus- 
they've only had 3,150 cases in the whole country, 
while we've had over 14,000 just in Marion County. 
They've been very careful. The Shan church was able 
to have services online. Jom has continued other min-
istry activities like Kids Club, taking in hand sanitizer 
and wearing a mask, but they haven't had cases there 
thankfully.  

He did complete purchase of the land! Such a praise! 
We are so grateful for all of your help. You Lutherans 
were a big part of us being able to get the land you 
connected us with through Trinity Lutheran, and of 
course to your current church, and it's so great how 
the connections have reached to Thailand.  

Jom is so excited about the land. He has been doing 
the work, and hired some extra labor to help him with 
clearing the land, putting in a well, and planning for 
the fence- not sure if that is in or not. I missed a call 
from him this week, it may have been late so I didn't 

hear it- the time difference is always a challenge. He 
and Ree took their girls to visit her family in Mae Hong 
Son province a couple weeks ago.   

The first building on the property will be their house- 
that's what Jom would like to do and I think it makes 
sense to do that order as well, because we won't have 
to keep renting the current building (which we've had 
since 2005) and the owner has a "for sale" sign on it so 
there isn't much security about how long they can stay 
there. Plus it will add security to the property as it's 
developed to have them staying there, and will help 
Jom be available to continue the work on the property. 

Thank you, Mission+Outreach Committee. 

 



   

SOC has a new app, now available in your favorite app store 

Benefits of downloading the APP: 

• Push notifications of the latest news and updates from church 
• Easy access to the YouTube Channel, Bulletin, and Zoom Meetings 

• Send Prayer Requests from your phone! 
• See what is happening on our social media accounts, without having to be on Facebook 

• Access the Bible for daily reading and devotions 
 
Search “Servants of Christ Lutheran Church - Indianapolis” on 
Google Play or the Apple App Store.  

 
 

Christ is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  - Colossians 1:17 

Selah Book Group 
All are Welcome 
 

In August, Selah 
Book Group will 
be hosted in the 
home of Diane 
Marten on Au-
gust 26 at 1:00 
p.m.  We will dis-

cuss “The Oysterville Sewing 
Circle” by Susan Wiggs. 

While it is true that Christ which holds the church together, there are ways that we can stay 
better connected to one another.  In addition to the APP, the church would like permission to 
send text messages to you for special occasions and announcements.  In order to allow the 
church to send you text messages, you will need to opt-in.  In the coming weeks, you will receive 
an e-mail from Bill Stoltenberg with the instructions on how to opt-in to receive text messages 
from church.  If you have trouble with the opt-in link, please contact Bill.  

Jana Stoltenberg  August 1  
Catherine Ehlhardt   August 3  
Roy Wildt                    August 5  
Bob Goodsman           August 7  
Andrea Halpern-Bryan  August 8  
Lauren McLaughlin       August 8  
Olesya Savinkova         August 8  
Lucy Goodpaster          August 12 
Patty Brown                August 15  
Nicole Stone            August 16  
Bob Benson                   August 17  
George Bueltmann       August 17  
Sharilyn Wendt             August 17  
Chip Weaver                 August 18  
Heather Apel                 August 23  
Laura Bowman              August 24  
Hazel Burris                   August 24  
Kevin Ridgeway            August 25  
Bill Graves                     August 26  
Judy Anderson              August 29  
Jackie Wright               August 29  
Mike Thombleson        August 31  

Happy Birthday! 

 Laundry & More 
Volunteer from Home! 
 

Laundry & More is looking for a 
few volunteers, and you don’t 
even have to leave your home! 
We are making up packets each 
week that contain quarters, de-
tergent pods, and dryer sheets. 
The materials, with instructions, 
will be delivered to you, and then 
picked up once you have com-
pleted making the packets.  This 
would greatly help the process of 
handing out supplies go more 
smoothly and keep our volun-
teers at the laundromat at a safer 
distance.  If you would like to vol-
unteer, please contact Pr. Wade.  

W3A Brunch 
Women Who Worship Alone 
 

W3A will meet directly after 
church on Sunday, August 23 
at Lois Gillespie's home at 
9019 McIlvain Dr, Indianapolis. 
  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.app_servantsin.layout
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/servants-of-christ-lutheran/id1517147065?ls=1
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Take a picture of this  
QR Code with your smart phone 

to go straight to our website. 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Search for: “Servants of 
Christ Lutheran Church” 

Member:  Indianapolis Conference & 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the 
 

7650 Oaklandon Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-9797 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:30 am  
Sunday School 10:45 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

Chris Carron, President 
George Bueltmann, Vice-president 
Lori Allen, Secretary 
Joanne Powers, Treasurer 
Wade Apel, Pastor 
Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
John Sponsel, Education+Youth 
Tisha Nagel, Mission+Outreach 
Judy Anderson, Parish Life 
Alan Shoaf, Property 
Galinton Bryan, Stewardship 
Diane Marten, Worship+Music 
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