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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost September 27, 2020 
 9:30 am 
 

 
 
PRELUDE         “God Loved the World” by Olive Russell 
 
 

                            PREPARATION              
  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
     The sign of the cross may be made to remember baptism. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation. / C) Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 
/ C) have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We 
keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ 
has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the 
world.  / C) Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN    ELW #654 / The Church's One Foundation (vs 1, 2, 4, 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: GLORY TO GOD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  /  C) And also with you. 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  / C) Amen. 
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                   THE WORD.              .   
 
      Be seated. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pr. Wade Apel 

 
THE LESSON  Philippians 2:1-13 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient 
to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it 
is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

The Word of the Lord.  / C) Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  
 Adult Choir 
 
PSALM 25:1-9  (speak the Psalm responsively) 
 

1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
    2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies 
         triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are 
  treacherous. 
    4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 
  trusted all the day long. 
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    6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your 
  steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
   8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.  
 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
GOSPEL READING Matthew 21:23-32 
    Response after the announcement: / C) Glory to you, O Lord.  
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who 
gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me 
the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If 
we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, 
‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 
went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he 
did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw 
it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
      Response after the reading:  / C) Praise to you, O Christ. 
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      Be seated 
SERMON    Pr. Wade Apel 
 
 
     Silence for reflection. / Stand 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW #793 / Be Thou My Vision 
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                     THE MISSION   
 
CONFIRMATION OF BAPTISM PRESENTATION  

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the 
body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism. 

CHRIS CARRON:  I present  Ian McLaughlin, Lucy Gard, Jack Ridgeway, Logan Clark, and 
Crystal Kindinger, who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 

Let us pray.  Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have 
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, 
enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. 
Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom 
you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. / C) Amen. 

IAN:  Hear the words of Jesus: I am the vine, you are the branches. Anyone who abides in me, 
and I in that person, is the one who bears much fruit. If you abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full. 

LUCY:  God’s message is near you, on your lips and in your heart, that is, the word of faith 
that we preach. If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised 
Jesus from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by our faith that we are put right with God; it 
is by our confession that we are saved. 

JACK:  You are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are equally citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus alone being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined 
together and grows into a holy temple in Christ; in whom you also are built into it for a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

LOGAN:  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new! 

CRYSTAL:  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 
to do. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
CONFIRMANDS:  I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
CONFIRMANDS:  I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
CONFIRMANDS:  I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
CONGREGATION: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
CONGREGATION: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
CONGREGATION: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 
AFFIRMATION 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant 
God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of 
God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and 
peace in all the earth? 
EACH CONFIRMAND: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in 
their life in Christ?  CONGREGATION: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us 
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

Stir up in ______ the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy 
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in your presence, both now and forever.  CONGREGATION: Amen. 

CHRIS CARRON:  Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
CONGREGATION: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks 
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 
 
     Please rise. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  / C) And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYERS 
   The Lord be with you.   / C) And also with you.  Let us pray: 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need.  / A brief silence. 

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. 
Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience 
so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, / C) hear our prayer. 

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your 
creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of 
creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, / C) hear our prayer. 

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits. 
Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions (especially), change our minds and teach 
us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, / C) hear our prayer. 

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. 
Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, 
bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, / C) hear our prayer. 

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us 
with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community (especially); 
make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,  
/ C) hear our prayer. 
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Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and 
prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy, / C) hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord.  / C) Amen. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father…  
/ C) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.  
/ C) Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                  ELW #547 / Sent Forth by God's Blessing 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace.  Remember the poor.  / C) Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE      “Pastorale” by G. Sammartini 
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SERVANTS OF CHRIST IN OUR PRAYERS FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 
 

 

HOSPITALIZED/RECOVERING 

• Joe Pauly, Chris Carron’s nephew - serious accdnt 
• Dwight Schauer 

• Barb Prange, Ted Prange’s mother 

HEALTH CONCERNS 

• Cindy McLaughlin 
• Mary Jo Miller, Pat Bueltmann’s cousin  
• Gordon Vickrey, Jim Capron’s friend 
• Joe & Joni Hofmeister, parents of Jeff 

Hofmeister, Covid-19 diagnosis 
• Pat Ingram  
• Colleen, Cindy Amodeo’s friend 
• Michael Staudinger, the Carrons’ nephew 
• Kathleen (KC) Dieck, Pat Bueltmann’s sister 

• Lois Hammitt, Jana Stoltenberg’s friend 
• Carol Heck, Do Stoltenberg’s friend 
• Susan Rowland, Nancy Goodsman’s sister-in-law 
• Mary Kingman, Dave & Jackie Wright’s friend 
• Emily Shalinsky, the Carrons’ friend 
• Mary Lu Williams, Deb Jones’ friend 
• Linda Hoss, friend of the Gillespies & Allens  
• Sally Miksch, George & Pat Bueltmann’s daughter 
• Chris Thiel, family to Wolfreds & Thiels 

SURGERY - RECOVERING/AWAITING 

• Mike Griffin, Marla Thombleson’s friend 
• Zach, Chris Carron’s friend 
• David Daniels, Lauren Daniel’s father-in-law 

• Sam Downs, Abby Vesga’s father 
• Karla Janning, Marla Thombleson’s friend 

FACING DIFFICULTIES 

• Aaron, Do Stoltenberg’s friend          • Faith Stern, George Bueltmann’s sister 
• Nick Walton, Dave & Jackie Wright’s grandson  
• Vicky Carron, Jessica Goodsman, Jamie Allen, Natalie Pritz, Michelle Stoltenberg, Sarah Langsford, Anna 

Lamb, Judy Anderson and other nurses working with COVID-19 patients 
 

RECEIVING CANCER TREATMENT  
• Linda, Cindy Stone’s friend 
• Teri Capron, Jim Capron’s daughter in law 
• Dick Whitcomb, Jim Capron’s friend 
• Bob Auckers, Jim Capron’s friend 
• Ron Williams, Judy Anderson’s cousin 
• Jessica Brice, Abby Vesga’s friend 
• Kristine, Sharilyn Wendt’s cousin 
• Charity Ellsworth, Bueltmann’s friend 
• Kim Geisinger, friend of Bruce and Lori  Allen 
• Dora Trittipo, friend of Lori Allen  
• Terry Conrad, Deb Jones’ cousin 

• Karen Schlosser, Bill & Jana’s friend 
• Theresa Trout, Abby Vesga’s friend 
• Terri, Do Stoltenberg’s friend 
• Chad Handley, Shirley Holmes’ friend 
• Rush Limbaugh  
• Mike Creaney, Pat Bueltmann’s brother  
• Bruce Martin, Deb Jones’ friend 
• Joe, Bess Godard’s friend 
• Connie Zusan, Bonnie Anderson’s cousin 
• Janet, friend of Bill & Jana Stoltenberg 

 

DEATHS 

• Bernice Blodgett, Jim Blodgett’s mother • Mike Fox, Vivian Matthews nephew 
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PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY 

Marco Alejos, Nicholas Amodeo, AJ Beckwith, Abigail Bueltmann, August Bueltmann, Josiah Freemyer, Joshua 
Goodsman, Bryan Oren, Ronnie Pierson, Garrett Shaw, Tim Thombleson, Parker Ward, Zachary Williams 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Last week, we welcomed 7 new members into the SOC Church family.  Please take a moment 
to welcome them I the coming days as you see fit!  We are excited for ways that God will use 
them at Servants of Christ. Martha and Gordon Helms (not pictured). 

 

Philip and Cynthia Amodeo 
11905 Laurel Oak Drive 
Indianapolis, IN   46236 
(817) 807-8702 
caoriginal@aol.com 
 

Jim Capron 
8125 Talliho Drive 
Indianapolis, IN   46256 
(317) 436-7820 
Jcapron1@att.net 
 

Jerry and Jane Decius 
2224 VanNess Place 
Indianapolis, IN   46240 
(574) 835-3626 (Jane) 
(574) 835-3627 (Jerry) 
janedecius@yahoo.com 


