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Taken Up in Jesus’ Arms 
Pr. Wade Apel 
   

 

"Love bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all 

things." - 1 Corinthians 13:7 

As I sit in my office this morning 
looking out over the trees that are 
changing colors and the squirrels 
who are working overtime to pre-
pare for colder weather, I realize 
that the church is doing much of the 
same task. This  month we will be 
forced to move back inside for our 
weekly worship.  While it has been 
nice to worship outside for these 
many weeks, and I am thankful for 
the good weather that we have en-
joyed, it will be nice to worship in-
side the sanctuary again; to offer 
prayers and kneel at the altar.  Our 
worship will continue to be deep 
and meaningful, but it will be short-
er, and our time of fellowship will 

decrease as well.  These changes, 
while expected, come with a certain 
amount of grief.  There will be many 
who will not make the move back 
inside because of the risk that in-
volves.   

We are stronger when we gather to 
support one another.  At a time 
when people need to be in commu-
nity with one another because of 
the deep divisions that exist in our 
community, people may become 
more isolated again. We need to be 
reminded that there are still places 
where people of deep conviction 
and disagreement can meet togeth-
er to share in a holy meal. 

Paul, in writing to a deeply conflict-
ed community at Corinth reminds 
them to love one another.  In the 
community of faith our love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, and endures all things.  The 
work of the church will continue to 
evolve and change.  We will not 

close but continue to allow the sanc-
tuary to be open for prayer at all 
times.  The work of the Gospel 
seems even more important in these 
days as the good news of Jesus 
Christ is crucial in a variety of situa-
tions.  Much of what we are endur-
ing will fade away, but the lasting 
impression is that love will bear with 
one another and provide  hope to 
each other, so that all might endure 
with Christ.  The hope and the love 
of God will continue to unite us to-
gether as one body of Christ.  

-Pr. Wade 
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Mission+Outreach Update 
Update from Cindy Stone 

 

We will not be doing the SERRV sale this year in per-
son due to COVID-19. As a reminder, SERRV has 
been going since 1949 with the motto “A Better 
World in the Making”. They fight global poverty 
through fair trade organizations in 24 countries. 
They provide employment to 8,000 artisans and 
farmers by selling their handcrafted items. The arti-
sans are paid fair wages in advance to ensure they 
can support themselves and their families while 
they work. They also provide loans to build work-
shops and support healthcare and education initia-
tives to benefit the whole community. The  
Mission+Outreach committee would like to encour-
age you to support SERRV through their catalog sale 
this year.  

You can go to https://www.serrv.org/category/shop 
and order holiday and other items. If you have any 
questions please contact Cindy Stone at  
cylstone@iu.edu. Thank you in advance for your 
support.  

 
 
 
 
 
New Adult Classes  
 
Zoom Bible Study // October 19 - November 25 //  
"David, the King," studying 2 Samuel.  Mondays, 6:30 
PM, October 19-November 30.  See the Zoom link be-
low. 

October 11 and 18 // 11:00 am // Let’s talk about 
race - continued from previous sessions.   If you 
missed the introductory session on Sept. 13, you can 
watch the video that we discussed via YouTube, 
https://youtu.be/AGUwcs9qJXY 

The video is not required to participate in these next 
sessions, but will be a helpful framework as we look at 
the ways that our history, communities and  
personal experiences continue to shape our under-
standings and interactions with others. Some ques-
tions that we will wrestle with are, “How am I to  
understand what is happening in our communities in 
light of the biblical teaching of Jesus to love another?” 
or “What am I supposed to do in response to this?” 
Join Pr. Heather Apel via Zoom on Oct. 11 and 18, 
11:00 a.m., to pick up our congregation’s conversation 
on race.  

October 25 - November 29 // 11:00 am // Via 
Zoom // Just Eating is a 5 session course to help us 
expand our experiences of “just eating” toward 
thoughtfully living out our faith by “eating just-
ly.”  Each session includes food prep by a guest 
chef,  thought-starters for discussion, and reflection 
on Scripture.    

Sunday Classes can be joined via ZOOM by following 
this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?
pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09 

Meeting ID: 871 101 0069 
Password: 7650 
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Carla’s Corner 
Inspiration in the Daily Living 

 

Bromeliad  

A friend sent us a large bromeli-
ad plant more than a year ago. 
This floral visitor from some dis-
tant rain forest accepted the 
sunshine in our kitchen nook and 
produced a single spiky-pink 
blossom with blue, magenta, and 
white mini-blooms in its center.  

The flower progressed through 
various growth stages and shone 
magnificently on its stalk for sev-
eral months. When it finally it 
faded, I removed the blossom 
but kept the plant itself, with its 
broad, dark-green, white-
dappled leaves. By now the bro-
meliad had become a friend.  

Fortunately, bromeliads are for-
giving plants, and if you neglect 
to water and fertilize them regu-
larly, as I did, they don’t mind. I 
mostly forgot about mine for 
several weeks.  

Then one morning this month, as 
I passed through the kitchen 
nook, a sharp, pointy bromeliad 
leaf grazed my arm. Startled, I 
stopped and took a good look. 
The plant’s leaves seemed con-
fused, all headed out in unex-
pected directions.  

Then I understood why.  

There were now three plants, 
not one, in the pot. My bromeli-
ad had become a mother! She 
was busy producing two daugh-
ters, each arising from one side 
of her base. Already these 
youngsters were almost as tall as 
she was, and quite able to 
scratch me. Offspring! I congrat-
ulated her on her progeny.  

Most of us have known the joy 
of children in our lives. Some of 
you have created a new genera-
tion via your own bodies. Others 
of us have had the privilege of 
raising, teaching, and/or loving 
children born to someone else. 
Jesus was in this latter category.  

Diane Marten recently reminded 
us how Jesus loved the children 
in his purview, all of them. We 
want to do this too. Recently I 
have been reading about immi-
grant children separated from 
their parents. Our Lutheran Im-
migration and Refugee Service 
(LIRS) provides transitional foster 
care for children and teens such 
as these, many of whom have 

suffered unimaginable trauma. 
According to LIRS, “at any given 
time, more than 2,000 children 
are held in the custody of US 
Border Patrol.” You can learn 
more by Googling “LIRS.”  

Today I asked my bromeliad 
mother if I could assist her by 
being a little more consistent 
with water and fertilizer as she 
nurtures her two young ones. 
She seemed to bow silently, and 
I’m pretty sure she agreed that I 
could.  

Thank you, Heavenly Parent, for 
the gift of children in our lives. 
May we protect them and espe-
cially those who are the most 
vulnerable. Amen.  



Building Faith Families 
   

10 PASSAGES FOR EXHAUSTED PARENTS 

 And my God will supply every need of yours  
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 4:19  

 BUT HE SAID TO ME, “MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR 
YOU, FOR MY POWER IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAK-
NESS.” THEREFORE I WILL BOAST ALL THE MORE  

GLADLY ABOUT MY WEAKNESSES, SO THAT CHRIST’S 
POWER MAY REST ON ME. 2 CORINTHIANS 12:9 

 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what 
it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of 

being content in any and every situation, wheth-
er well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or 
in want. I can do all this through him who gives 

me strength. Philippians 4:12 -13 

 He gives power to the faint, and to him who has 
no might he increases strength. Isaiah 40:29  

 When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears 
and delivers them out of all their troubles. The 

Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the 
crushed in spirit. Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them 

all. He keeps all his bones; not one of them is 
broken. Psalm 34:17-20 

 COME TO ME, ALL WHO LABOR AND ARE HEAVY  
LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST. MATTHEW 11:28 

 For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin.Let us then approach 
God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help us 
in our time of need. Hebrews 4:15 -16 

 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admira-
ble—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—

think about such things. Whatever you have 
learned or received or heard from me, or seen in 

me—put it into practice. And the God of peace 
will be with you. Philippians 4:8 -9 

 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and  
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 

dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9  

 

http://www.motherofknights.com/
blog/2015/01/13/10-bible-passages-for-

exhausted-parents 

Parent/Child Fall Faith Formation 
 

We will gather for 1 hour at SOC on the evening of Oc-
tober 11 for our monthly faith formation.  While your 
children are in class, parents and grandparents will 
gather for mutual support. All sessions begin at 6:30, 
and meet at SOC.   

All lessons are available for “take home.” Pick up pack-
ets at SOC.  The first set runs through Oct. 4. Next set 
will be ready by Oct. 11. 

Packets include: 

Parent page.  Bible text and thought-starters for 
adults. 

Lesson pages for younger children, PreK – grade 2.   
- Video available for download on SOC website. 
- Bible lesson from the Whirl Bible.   
- Coloring page. 

Lesson for older children (grades 3-6).  
- Video available for download on SOC website. 
- Bible activity and ideas. 

A Step Beyond offers activities and ideas, including a 
baggie of materials for one activity.    

Music:  Try this play list (from VBS, 2020):  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLhmxrzVtGbBGTwZgtomiAJi_nibwLSBSP 

Thanks: to the teachers and 
helpers: Julia, Lucy, Chloe, 
Logan, Bonnie, Toshi, 
Olesya, Jana, Deacon Diane, 
and Pr. Wade. And thanks 
to Church  Council Rep John 
Sponsel for his inspiration. 
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It is October, but I am thinking 
ahead to December 20 when 
our annual cantata would 
have been. This year we will 
not have our typical cantata, 
but we will still have a special 
music Sunday: it will mainly 
consist of children’s chimes, 
flute, clarinet, bassoon, violin, 
Bells of Christ and some sing-
ing. To comply with SOC’s task 
force on limiting the singing 
inside the church, the choir 

may be pre-recorded or 
a virtual choir.  

Advent/Christmas hymns 
are some of my favorite 
music used in the church 
year, next to Lent. There 
will be a congregational 
survey going around ask-

ing for YOUR favorite Advent 
and Christmas hymns. Please 
fill out that survey at your ear-
liest convenience, as I will be 
using it to plan the music for 
that special Sunday. The bells 
and choir will be starting re-
hearsals soon. I pray you are 
all safe and well. 

Faithfully, your Minister of 
Music, Olesya Savinkova.  

 

Make Your Own  
Bethlehem -  
Volunteers Needed 
this Fall 
 

Even before the pandemic began, 
the Church Council decided that we 
were not going to do the “Walk 
Through Bethlehem” event this 
year. While we hope to do it again 
in the future, we all agreed the con-
gregation needed a year off to rest. 

In its place, we approved a new ac-
tivity called “Make Your Own Beth-
lehem.” It was originally supposed 
to be a family event but we are 
switching it to a make-at-home ac-
tivity for families to complete to-
gether during Advent, similar to 
what we did this summer with the 
EPIC Boxes for VBS.  A family would 
receive unpainted ceramic figurines, 
a stable, paints, a book of the 
Christmas story, and instructions.  

Where you come in:  We need 
more volunteers to help pre-
pare the ceramic pieces.  Ce-
ramic artists (we are looking for 
about 20 crafty people) will be given 
a plaster mold and over a few 
weeks make a large number of one 
figure (up to 100...number to be fi-
nalized soon).  You will be given 
both the plaster and  the molds. 

Thank you to our “Carpenters” who 
have been building the stables. Our 
goal is to provide for 
each family, couple, 
or single person to 
receive a nativity, or 
to be able to give one 
again.   

We love it when the 
people of SOC come 
together  and use 
their gifts to tell the 
story of Jesus.  This is 
an excellent oppor-
tunity for families to 

work together to help prepare these 
kits.   

A “Make Your Own Bethlehem” 
Event will take place sometime in 
December so be on the lookout for 
more details. 

If you are interested in helping 
make the plaster figurines, please 
contact Vivian Matthews at  
vivian@servantsofchrist.org or 
317.823.9580. 

Trunk or Treat Volunteers  

 

We need at least 12 trunks to do this event 
on Oct. 31 from 3 to 5 pm.  It's an opportuni-
ty to serve the community.  Treats will be 
provided by Parish Life. Lets have fun and 
see who can have the best decorated 
trunk.  There are great ideas on Google!  If 
you would like to participate, please contact 
Judy Anderson at 317-937-5362 or Pnpju-
dya@gmail.com (text message is best!).  

mailto:Pnpjudya@gmail.com
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It’s OK to Let Them Fail 
Kristen Wolfred,  
parenthoodforlife.com/blog 

From the first moment you hold 
your child in your arms, you feel that 
unrelenting desire to keep them en-
folded in your protective embrace 
for his/her entire life. You make a 
silent commitment to shield them 
from harm’s way and pave the 
“yellow brick road” to everything 
that is good and just. It’s a noble 
pledge, but in fulfilling this, you will 
be harming your child more than 
you know. You will be setting them 
up for heartache and hardship and 
an inability to accept responsibility 
for their actions and decisions as 
they grow into adulthood. 

You see, we don’t learn as much 

from our successes and blessings as 
we do from our failures and trials. 
So, letting our children experience 
the latter, early and often, will teach 
them to accept failure and setbacks 
and improve their ability to bounce 
back making better choices in the 
future. These means you must catch 
yourself before you immediately 
turn to outside sources for what 
might have gone wrong, and in-
stead, first ask your child what their 
actions were that may have resulted 
in a less than desirable outcome. 
Often, when your child has a set-
back, it’s connected to a poor deci-
sion they have made, and you are 
afforded the opportunity to help 
them take responsibility for their 
actions. 

Another example would be when 
your child might bring home a poor 
grade or may not be performing well 
in their extracurricular activities. 
Don’t immediately turn to a failing 
teacher or coach; discuss with your 
child what his/her plans are for im-
proving in the future. Ask them to 
honestly tell you how much effort 
he/she is putting into homework 
and practice. Develop a sense of ac-
countability in your children, and I 

promise they will be better for it as 
they grow into adulthood. Don’t let 
them spread blame, always have 
them start with their thumb pointing 
to themselves. After all, only we can 
control our own actions and reac-
tions. 

I can honestly share with you that I 
have reached out to teachers, 
coaches, administrators no more 
than a half a dozen times in my 
nearly 24 years as a parent, and I 
have three children. My children will 
tell you that a lack of accountability 
and pushing blame to others does 
not fly in our house and it never will. 
I have raised my children to adult-
hood, and I am proud to say they are 
getting along very well on their own. 
Just this past week my mother and I 
witnessed my youngest attempt to 
make a “basket” with his trash at a 
swim meet, and rather than leave 
the trash lay on the deck, he climbed 
over teammates, bags and a set of 
bleachers to put it in the trash can. A 
small task, but a great example of 
accountability. After all, the measure 
of one’s character is what you do 
when no one is watching…even 
though your mom will always be 
watching! 

W3A Brunch 
Women Who Worship Alone 

   
The brunch for Women Who  
Worship Alone, or W3A, will meet 
on Sunday, October 25 at Dottie 
Lehigh's.   

12223 Riley Rd, Indianapolis, IN 
46236. 

Confirmation 2020  

Congratulation Ian McLaughlin, Lucy Gard, Jack Ridgeway, 
Logan Clark, and Crystal Kindinger  



   

Parish Life Update 
Judy Anderson 

 

Senior Servants // Friday October 16th, we will again gather at 
11:30 am to enjoy our lunch together. Depending on the weather 
we will eat outside or possibly in the Fellowship hall. Again it will 
be a bring your own lunch and SOC will provide the drinks.  

We will be doing a service project at this meeting: after lunch; we 
will help the SOC Quilt Group to tie "square knots" in the quilts to 
be ready for shipment in late October.  

In November we will have our usual lunch and help put together 
the Nativity kits for Advent.  

Quilting group is not getting together at this time. However we 
have some quilts ready to be tied that anyone is welcome to pick 
up and take home to tie. 

Selah Book Group 
All are Welcome 
 

Selah Book Group will meet on 
Wednesday, October 28 at 1:00 
p.m.  We’ll be discussing “I’m Still 
Here: Black Dignity in a World 
Made for Whiteness” by Austin 
Channing Brown.  This book is an 
eye opener into how the author 
perceives the world we live in to-
day. Should be a great discussion. 
If you have trouble finding the 
book, I will have a copy available 
for book club use. I liked it so 

much I decided to buy the book for our library and as a reference. 

We will meet at Nike Ward’s home: 9426 N Bayfield Dr., McCordsville 
IN 46055  nikeajack@aol.com 

 

TAKE NOTE! 

Max Burris   October 2 

Shirley Holmes  October 9 

Lori Allen   October 10 

Cathy Lucht   October 10 

Matt McLaughlin  October 10 

John Sponsel  October 11 

Becca Anderson  October 17 

Dan Burris   October 17 

Bill Stoltenberg Jr  October 19 

Abby Vesga   October 19 

Duke Anderson  October 23 

Jordan Wolfred  October 23  

Joanne Powers  October 29 

Happy  

Birthday! 

We had a good turnout 
with 18 hearty souls on a 
blustery sunny day for our 
picnic to kick off our new 

year!  An interesting discus-
sion on “Loss” was lead by 

Deacon Diane. 

Upcoming topics for the Adult Sunday 
Morning Bible Study 

October 11 & 18 - History of Racism in America 
(continued) - Pastor Heather  

October 25 – November 29 (except for  
November 22) - “Just Eating” - Diane Marten 

November 22 - TBA - Sharilyn Wendt 

   

Fellowship Events 

October 16 - Senior Servants 

October 25 - W3A Brunch 

October 28 - Selah Book Group 

mailto:nikeajack@aol.com


Servants of Christ Lutheran Church 
 
Word-Grounded / Christ-Centered / Mission-Minded 

 
 

Take a picture of this  
QR Code with your smart phone 

to go straight to our website. 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Search for: “Servants of 
Christ Lutheran Church” 

Member:  Indianapolis Conference & 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the 
 

7650 Oaklandon Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-9797 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:30 am  
Sunday School 10:45 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

Chris Carron, President 
Jana Stoltenberg, Vice-president 
Lori Allen, Secretary 
George Bueltmann, Treasurer 
Wade Apel, Pastor 
Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
John Sponsel, Education+Youth 
Tisha Nagel, Mission+Outreach 
Judy Anderson, Parish Life 
Alan Shoaf, Property 
Galinton Bryan, Stewardship 
Crystal Kindinger, Worship+Music 
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