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O Come, O Come  
Emmanuel  
Pr. Wade Apel 
   
  

Did you know the Advent/
Christmas carol “O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel” is not only a 
favorite of many people, but it is 
also one of the oldest?   

Some of the earliest manuscripts 
trace it back to the 9th century. 
When read, which we may need 
to do this year, it lays out the sto-
ry of salvation from the enslaved 
Israelite people through to the 
branch of Jesse, aka Jesus Christ.  

One early tradition would have 
two choirs opposite one another. 
The first would sing the  
beginning of the verse, and the 

second would sing back the re-
mainder of the verse to them; an 
answer to their petition to God 
for Him to come... “rejoice! He's 
coming!” It is a beautiful picture 
of the body of Christ coming  
together to sing to each other 
about the saving nature of God 
that comes through Emmanuel, 
God with us.  

In a year that will be missing 
many of the normal traditions 
and festivities with family and 
friends, the prayer and cry of 
“come quickly Lord” grows loud-
er and more fervent. O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel and lead us 
through the darkness, into the 
light of your love this month. 
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Mission+Outreach 
Update 
Update from Cindy Stone 
 

The Mission+Outreach committee 
has been making financial support 
decisions this fall in effort to meet 
some of the continuing needs with 
the COVID pandemic and to better 
spread out our donation distribu-
tions. 

At our last meeting we sent new sup-
port to the Harrison Hills family food 
program, our housing, and evange-
lism mission partners. Next month 
we will be reviewing youth, poverty 
and health mission partner needs. 
We heard a report from the Full Life 
Development mission work in Thai-
land. They were able to purchase 
and clear land for a future building 
with our funds sent earlier this year. 
We sent additional funds to help 
support their Christmas program and 
to help build a fence and dig a well 
on the new land. 

We appreciate your continued sup-
port for our mission work. 

Also, here is the link to sign up to 
volunteer at Sharing Place https://
lutheranfamily.galaxydigital.com/
agency/detail/?agency_id=111143 

With our current set up, someone 
could volunteer anytime Monday – 
Friday and not have any client con-
tact.  Masks are required to be worn 
by all volunteers and we have plenty 
sanitizer and bleach that we are us-
ing to keep surfaces safe. When we 
are able to return to a model where 
the clients shop for themselves, a 
person could still volunteer on 
Wednesday and/or Friday when 
we’re closed and therefore not have 
client contact 

The Christmas Store is coming up 
soon as well.  We need donations 
(monetary and/or items) and volun-

teers to make this program a suc-
cess.  To sign up for a spot to volun-
teer at the Christmas Store, click 
here:  
https://lutheranfamily.galaxydigital.com/
agency/detail/?agency_id=115917.  The 
Christmas Store is a give-a-way pro-
gram where referred clients “shop” 
for free for their families. Each family 
is given a grocery gift card based on 
the number of people in their family, 
a board game, wrapping paper and a 
household good (crockpot, lamp, 
rugs, blankets, etc), in addition, par-
ents shop for gifts, stocking stuffers, 
hats & gloves, and books for each of 
their children.  Teens receive enter-

tainment and restaurant gift cards, 
babies receive diapers, toys & neces-
sities.  We serve the whole family to 
ensure each family is able to have a 
Merry Christmas. We serve roughly 
190-200 families which equates to 
approximately 1,000 people during 
this one week Christmas Store. In the 
past, Servants of Christ has been a 
supporter of Christmas Store and has 
purchased items to be given away. 
The Christmas Store will run from 
December 7-10 this year and we are 
currently accepting donated items. 
Look for the Angel Tree. 
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ZOOM SUNDAY MORNING 
ADULT STUDY //  Sundays // 
11:00 am // Via Zoom // On De-
cember 6 and 13, Becky Holst will 
lead a class on the Fruit of the 
Spirit: Meekness & Gentleness.  
There will be no class on Decem-
ber 20 or 27. 

Beginning in January, Pr. Wade 
will lead a Sunday class Disciple-
ship in a Democracy January 3-17.  
Olesya will finish out January with 
classes on African-American Spir-
ituals January  24 and 31. 

Adult  Classes can be joined via 
ZOOM by following this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8711010069?
pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTz
ZiRnozZz09 

Meeting ID: 871 101 0069 
Password: 7650 

Building Faith Families 

 
May the Lord reward you for your 

kindness. Ruth 1:8 

Parents and teachers are constantly 
reminding children, “Did you say 
‘thank you’?” As a child, I always 
looked forward to part of Christmas 
involving presents (who didn’t?), but 
I dreaded the thanks you notes that 
would come afterwards.  I suppose 
that it was partially because I didn’t 
really grasp how it affects both the 
giver and the receiver of the note. 

Saying thanks is not merely a social 
duty; it draws us closer to the per-
son we are thanking. Children can 
learn that the good feeling of receiv-
ing a gift is surpassed by the joy and 
fulfillment of a relationship in which 
thanks is naturally and freely ex-
pressed. While it is easy for children 
to pick up on this from the tangible 
gifts, how much more with the in-
tangible.  Each time we worship is a 
chance to say thank you to God. 
Children can learn to say simple 
prayers of “Thank you, God” in the 
middle of their daily experiences. 
Children can learn to join with the 

whole assembly at the end of the 
liturgy: “Thanks be to God.”  

Struggling to instill an attitude of 
gratitude in your children?  Consider 
the following (from childmind.org): 

1. Set an example.  Kids learn a lot 
from watching their parents. 

2. Point out generosity whenever  
you see it. 

3. Have a talk about how saying 
thanks makes others feel. 

4. Find fun ways to say thanks. 
5. Share the love. 
6. Put things in perspective by 

teaching on those who are less 
fortunate. 

7. Let kids choose where to be 
grateful based on their interests. 

8. Get involved. 
9. Make gratitude part of bedtime. 
10. Give kids credit when they  

express gratitude.  
 

 

Advent Giving to fund 
Bed in a Bag Project 

 

And she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them. 

-Luke 2:7  

 
When Jesus came into the world, 
there was no place for him to lay his 
head, so Mary placed him in a man-
ger.  To this day, there are many 
children in our community who have 

no place to safely lay their head 
each night. Three years ago we part-
nered with the Metropolitan School 
District of Lawrence to provide 300 
beds-in-a-bag for children who do 
not have a bed to sleep on each 
night. Many of these children are 
very transient, and will move 3 times 
each school year.  The bed-in-a-bag 
program helps to provide our local 
kids with a way to get a healthy 
night’s sleep off of the floor. Each kit 
contains an air mattress with a 
pump built-in, sheet set, blanket, 
and pillow in an easy to fill laundry 
sack.  This year our Advent offerings 

will be designated towards making 
new beds as the schools are in need 
of more.  We will make as many kits 
as we can in 
January to be 
given away in 
February. 

Since we are 
not worshipping in person for our 
midweek services, you can donate 
online (servantsofchrist.org/online-
giving-at-soc/) or by mail to desig-
nate your gift. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09
servantsofchrist.org/online-giving-at-soc/
servantsofchrist.org/online-giving-at-soc/


 

 
Carla’s Corner 
Inspiration in the Daily Living 

 

Jack’s Crack  

Years ago when our young grand-
son Jack fell off his little bike and 
hit the concrete with his helmeted 
head, we all rushed to his aid. Jack 
was okay. But what about the 
pavement? Just below the point of 
impact, a long, jagged crack 
stretched out before us with 
branch lines going off in all direc-
tions.  

“Jack, look!” we said.  

Aghast, he exclaimed, “Did I cause 
THAT?” He immediately assumed 
he had single-handedly (or -
headedly) destroyed the entire 
parking lot.  

But then, examining the fissure 
more closely, he laughed, “This 
crack has already been filled with 
asphalt. I don’t think I was totally 
responsible for it.”  

But he went along with the joke, 
and for the rest of the day, we all 
had fun following Jack’s Crack, 
which extended here and there, a 
very long way.  

Most of us have had times when 
we were convinced, swathed with 
guilt, that we unwittingly caused a 
Jack’s Crack. We desperately want 
to go back and fix it. Moms and 
dads whose children have turned 
wild may wish they could relive 

some aspect of their parenting. 
One retired neurosurgeon report-
ed he barely remembered his hun-
dreds of successful surgeries but 
often lay awake at night eating 
himself alive over perceived mis-
takes that led to a few bad out-
comes. An architect whose build-
ing collapsed in an earthquake be-
moaned endlessly his use of inade-
quate, he thought, construction 
materials.  

However, most Jack’s Cracks, or 
unwanted outcomes, result from a 
multitude of decisions that not on-
ly we, but others have made as 
well. The rued disaster was likely 
the result of a chain of many er-
rors, not just ours. Perhaps our 
role, if any, was minuscule, or 
even non-existent. One hospice 
caregiver I knew whipped herself 
needlessly for having given a 
(correct) dose of narcotic just be-
fore her father’s death. She was 
sure that by doing so she had 
caused his demise, which was not 
the case at all.  

A friend of mine once reflected on 
her husband’s suicide, saying, “I 
had to decide what percentage of 
guilt I was going to accept for his 
death, ask forgiveness, forgive my-
self, learn from this tragedy, and 
move on.”  

That is exactly what we need to do 
when convinced, rightly or wrong-
ly, that we have created a Jack’s 
Crack— acknowledge our per-
ceived link in the chain, ask for-
giveness, and accept redemption. 
As the Psalmist wrote, “I said I will 
confess my transgressions to the 
Lord, and you forgave the guilt of 
my sin” (Ps. 32:3). As we prepare 
for Advent and Christmas, may we 
welcome the Christ of kindness 

into our souls, grateful for the new 
beginnings He offers.  

Thank you, God, that you forgive 
the mistakes we all make, whether 
large or small, and that you can 
give us peace.  

Laundry & More 
Volunteer  
Opportunity 
 

Volunteers needed to make 
sandwiches for Laundry & 
More.   

If you are looking for a way to 
help Laundry & More and are 
not comfortable venturing to 
the laundromat - consider 
making sandwiches for our 
folks there. 

We provide snack bags con-
taining a half sandwich, cook-
ies, fruit, crackers and juice 
each week.  Our sandwich 
makers vary  from weekly, 
twice a month, monthly or 
whenever the schedule al-
lows.  Popular favorites are 
PBJ, meat and cheese, chick-
en, egg, tuna or ham salad. 

Please contact Kathy Bender, 
bobshorn@centurylink.net or 
317-473-1836  if you would 
like to join us, or have any 
questions.  Thank you. 



 

 

 

Make Your Own  
Bethlehem Kits  
Available! 
 

For the past several years, we have 
been inviting our community to 
hear the story of Christ coming into 
the world in a new and impactful 
way.  This year, we are inviting oth-
ers to hear the story again in a new 
way, through the gift of a nativity 
set.  This year has been proof that 
we need regular and constant re-
minders that God was willing to 
send His own Son into the world to 
save the world, and remind us that 
God is with us.  At the beginning of 
December, nativity kits will be 
ready to be distributed. Each kit will 
include: 

• Instructions 
• Assembled stable 

• Star for Stable 

• Nine figurines 

• Paint set 
• Brush 

• Christmas Story Book 
 

This kit can be for a single person, a 
married couple, or a big fami-
ly.  There will be many different 
ways that this kit can be used as an 
outreach tool to share hope with 
the world.   

At this time, please start praying for 
kits as they are made, gathered, 
and assembled that they may reach 
and touch the hearts of the people 
who will receive them.  Pray for 
who you might want to receive this 
special gift.  Who will you give the 
gift of God’s presence to this year?   

Thank you to the Senior Servants 
and other volunteers who helped 
put the kits together.  Contact Pr. 
Wade if you’d like to reserve a kit. 

This year marks the 202 year anni-
versary of all time favorite carol 
“Silent Night.” "Stille Nacht" was 
first performed on Christmas Eve in 
1818 at St Nicholas Parish Church of 
Oberndorf, a village in the Austrian 
Empire. A young priest, Father Jo-
seph Mohr had written the lyrics of 
the song "Stille Nacht" in 1816. Be-
fore Christmas Eve, Mohr brought 
the words to Gruber, schoolmaster 
and organist in the nearby village of 
Arnsdorf, and asked him to compose 
a melody and guitar accompaniment 
for the Christmas Eve mass as a river 
flooding had damaged the church 

organ. The church was eventually 
destroyed by repeated flooding and 
replaced with the Silent-Night-
Chapel.  

According to Gruber, Karl Maura-
cher, an organ builder who serviced 
the instrument at the Obendorf 
church, was enamored with the 
song, and took the composition 
home with him to the Zillertal-a val-
ley in Austria. From there, two trav-
elling families of folk singers, the 
Strassers and the Rainers, included 
the tune in their shows. The Rainers 
were already singing it around 
Christmas 1819, and once per-
formed it for an audience that in-
cluded Franz I of Austria and Alexan-
der I of Russia, as well as making the 
first performance of the song in the 
U.S., in New York City in 1839. By 
the 1840s the song was well known 
in Lower Saxony and was reported 
to be a favorite of Frederick William 

IV of Prussia. During this period, the 
melody changed slightly to become 
the version that is commonly played 
today. 

This year has been a strange year to 
say the least. We always sing “Stille 
Nacht” at our candlelight Christmas 
Eve services, one of my favorite tra-
ditions we do at SOC. This year, 
since we cannot safely sing, what if 
we went outside and sang it then, 
looking up at the stars? We need 
Christ and we need peace now more 
than ever!   

Silent night, holy night! All is 
calm, all is bright, round yon 
virgin mother and child, Holy 
Infant, so tender and mild, sleep 
in heavenly peace, sleep in 
heavenly peace. 

Faithfully, your Minister of Music, 
Olesya Savinkova.  



     

Give while You Shop 
Use Amazon Smile this Holiday Season 
 

If you are buying gifts this Holiday season or purchasing 
for yourself on Amazon, you can designate Servants of 
Christ Lutheran Church to receive a donation.  The Ama-
zonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Serv-
ants of Christ. 

To sign up!  Just go to amazonsmile.com and you will 
see a “Get Started” button.  Click on that button and it 
will ask you to pick a charity.  Type in: Servants of Christ 
Lutheran Church.  It will bring up a list of “Servants of 
Christ” just make sure you choose the one in Indianapo-
lis, IN.  Once you have designated a charity you will be 
given the option to have all your Amazon orders go 
through AmazonSmile to Servants of Christ. Of course, 
you may change your designated charity at any time. 

Servants of Christ will be using these donations to sup-
port Laundry & More. 

Selah Book Group 
All are Welcome 
 

Our January book is “The  
Island of Sea Women” by Lisa 
See.  Please look for further 
information on how we will 
gather due to changing 
COVID restrictions closer to 
January 27. 

 

TAKE NOTE! 

Happy  

Birthday! 

Upcoming topics for the Adult Sunday Morning 
Studie at 11:00 am 

December 6 & 13—Fruit of the Spirit: Meekness 
& Gentleness—Becky Holst 

December 20-27—No class 

January 3 & 10 & 17—Discipleship in a  
Democracy — Pastor Wade Apel 

January 24 & 31—African-American Spirituals —
Olesya Savinkova 

Bob Oren              December 1  

Jesus Vesga          December 7  

Jerry Decius          December 13  

Diane Marten      December 16  

Tisha Nagel           December 17  

Dee Kalb                December 18  

Cooper Stenberg        December 19  

Lucy Gard              December 20  

Michael Bowman  December 20  

Carin Blodgett     December 21  

Jane Decius          December 21  

Nicole Shoaf         December 31  

amazonsmile.com
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Word-Grounded / Christ-Centered / Mission-Minded 

 
 

Take a picture of this  
QR Code with your smart phone 

to go straight to our website. 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Search for: “Servants of 
Christ Lutheran Church” 

Member:  Indianapolis Conference & 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the 
 

7650 Oaklandon Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-9797 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:30 am  
Sunday School 10:45 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

Chris Carron, President 
Jana Stoltenberg, Vice-president 
Lori Allen, Secretary 
George Bueltmann, Treasurer 
Wade Apel, Pastor 
Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
John Sponsel, Education+Youth 
Tisha Nagel, Mission+Outreach 
Judy Anderson, Parish Life 
Alan Shoaf, Property 
Galinton Bryan, Stewardship 
Crystal Kindinger, Worship+Music 
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