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Second Sunday of Advent December 6, 2020 
 9:30 am 
 

 
PRELUDE                        “Creator of the Stars of Night” by Roberta Rowland-Raybold
 
  
 

                            PREPARATION              
  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
     The sign of the cross may be made to remember baptism. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose 
steadfast love endures forever. / C) Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. Silence is 

kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God,, 
/ C) we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone 
astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not 
been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you 
are free— free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love,☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied 
with the power of the Holy Spirit. / C) Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN    ELW #256 / Comfort, Comfort Now My People (spoken) 
  
(EVERYONE READ ALL VERSES)  
1    "Comfort, comfort now my people; 
 tell of peace!" So says our God. 
 Comfort those who sit in darkness 
 mourning under sorrow's load. 
 To God's people now proclaim 
 that God's pardon waits for them! 
 Tell them that their war is over; 
 God will reign in peace forever. 
 
2    For the herald's voice is crying 
 in the desert far and near, 
 calling us to true repentance, 
 since the reign of God is here. 
 Oh, that warning cry obey! 
 Now prepare for God a way. 
 Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; 
 hills, bow down in humble favor. 

 
 
3    Straight shall be what long was crooked, 
 and the rougher places plain. 
 Let your hearts be true and humble, 
 as befits God's holy reign. 
 For the glory of the Lord 
 now on earth is shed abroad, 
 and all flesh shall see the token 
 that God's word is never broken. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
 

 
KYRIE 

Leader: In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord 
/  C) Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
/  C)  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For your people who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 
word, let us pray to the Lord. 
/  C) Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: Help, save, and defend us, O God. Amen. 
/  C) Amen. 
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THIS IS THE FEAST     (Spoken by All) 
 
/  C) This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches, wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  /  C) And also with you. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen 
us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever./ C) Amen. 
 
 

                   THE WORD.              .   
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pr. Wade Apel 
  
 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING ELW #257 / O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1 & 2 - spoken) 
 
(ALL READ)  
1  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
       Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
       teach us your will and guide our way. 
       Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
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THE LESSON   Isaiah 40:1-11 
1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s 
hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain. 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What 
shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass 
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are 
grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Get 
you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is 
your God!” 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep. 

The Word of the Lord.  / C) Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 85:1-2, 8-13 (speak the Psalm responsively) 
     

1You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
 2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all their sins. 
8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people and 
  to those who turn their hearts to you. 
 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may dwell in 
      our land.  
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed 
   each other. 
 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from 
       heaven. 
12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare for God a pathway. 
 

  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

/ C) Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL READING Mark 1:1-8 
    Response after the announcement: / C) Glory to you, O Lord.  
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,’ ” 4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and 
all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 
sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”    Response after the reading:  / C) Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 
     Be seated 
SERMON    Pr. Wade Apel 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” by Nancy Raabe 
 Adult Choir 
 
 
 

                     THE MISSION   
 
NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 
 
PRAYERS  
 

   The Lord be with you.   / C) And also with you.  Let us pray: 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 
our prayers for everyone in need./ A brief silence. 

.........Hear us, O God. / C) Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  / C) Amen 

 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  / C) And also with you.  
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.    / C) And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   / C) We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  / C) It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 
HOLY HOLY HOLY 
/ C) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
hosanna in the highest, Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father…  
/ C) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD (spoken) 
/ C) Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious and abundant God... 
.../ C) you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us 
life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s 
needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with 

love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.  / C) Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN                                  ELW #245 / Creator of the Stars of Night - spoken 
 

(ALL READ ALL VERSES) 
1    Creator of the stars of night, 
 your people's everlasting light, 
 O Christ, redeemer of us all, 
 we pray you hear us when we call. 
 
3    At your great name, O Jesus, now 
      all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 
      all things on earth with one accord, 
      like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord. 

 
5    To God the Father, God the Son, 
 and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
 praise, honor, might, and glory be 
 from age to age eternally. Amen. 
 
 
 
Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt. 
Text © 1940 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing 
Incorporated. All rights reserved. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  / C) Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                  “Comfort, Comfort These My People” by Charles Callahan 
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SERVANTS OF CHRIST IN OUR PRAYERS FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020 
 

 

HOSPITALIZED/RECOVERING 

• Joe Pauly, Chris Carron’s nephew - serious accdnt 
• Barb Prange, Ted Prange’s mother 
• Dwight Schauer 

• Marty Kindinger, Crystal’s aunt, COVID 
• Mike Creaney, Pat Bueltmann’s brother  

HEALTH CONCERNS 

• Jana Stoltenberg          • Lauren Solberg             
• Tim Matthews              • Pat Ingram  
• Abby Vesga                 • Deb Jones 
• Jeff Hofmeister  
• Steve & Theresa, Marla Thombleson's nephew 

and wife, COVID  
• Victor Meek, Vivian Matthews’ nephew, COVID 
• Vern Kindinger, Crystal’s uncle, COVID 
• Suzanne Aldridge, recovering from a fall 
• Julianna, Barb Andrews granddaughter, COVID 
• Jim Knuth, Vicky Carron’s BIL, hospice 
• Pat Kostishak, Cindy Stone’s friend, hospice 
• Raymond L, Cindy Stone’s friend, hospice 
• Pr. Mike Wyley & family, COVID 
• Those facing COVID diagnosis 

• Charlotte Bueltmann, Bueltmann’s  SIL 
• Mary Jo Miller, Pat Bueltmann’s cousin  
• Colleen, Cindy Amodeo’s friend 
• Michael Staudinger, the Carrons’ nephew 
• Kathleen (KC) Dieck, Pat Bueltmann’s sister 
• Lois Hammitt, Jana Stoltenberg’s friend 
• Carol Heck, Do Stoltenberg’s friend 
• Susan Rowland, Nancy Goodsman’s sister-in-law 
• Mary Kingman, Dave & Jackie Wright’s friend 
• Emily Shalinsky, the Carrons’ friend 
• Mary Lu Williams, Deb Jones’ friend 
• Linda Hoss, friend of the Gillespies & Allens  
• Sally Miksch, George & Pat Bueltmann’s daughter 
• Chris Thiel, family to Wolfreds & Thiel 

SURGERY - RECOVERING/AWAITING 

• Lynne Bushlack, recovering 
• Kelly, Marla Thombleson’s family member 
• Zach, Chris Carron’s friend 

• David Daniels, Lauren Daniel’s father-in-law 
• Sam Downs, Abby Vesga’s father 
• Karla Janning, Marla Thombleson’s friend 

 

FACING DIFFICULTIES 

• Aaron, Do Stoltenberg’s friend          • Faith Stern, George Bueltmann’s sister 
• Max & Hazel Burris and all college students heading to finals 
• John, Dan Burris’ friend 
• Kaari, Barb Andrews daughter, caring for COVID in family 
• Vicky Carron, Jessica Goodsman, Jamie Allen, Natalie Pritz, Michelle Stoltenberg, Sarah Langsford, Anna 

Lamb, Judy Anderson and other nurses working with COVID-19 patients 
 

RECEIVING CANCER TREATMENT  

• Linda, Cindy Stone’s friend 
• Teri Capron, Jim Capron’s daughter in law 
• Dick Whitcomb, Jim Capron’s friend 
• Bob Auckers, Jim Capron’s friend 
• Ron Williams, Judy Anderson’s cousin 

• Jessica Brice, Abby Vesga’s friend 
• Kristine, Sharilyn Wendt’s cousin 
• Charity Ellsworth, Bueltmann’s friend 
• Dora Trittipo, friend of Lori Allen  
• Connie Zusan, Bonnie Anderson’s cousin 
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• Terry Conrad, Deb Jones’ cousin 
• Theresa Trout, Abby Vesga’s friend 
• Terri, Do Stoltenberg’s friend 
• Chad Handley, Shirley Holmes’ friend 

• Rush Limbaugh  
• Bruce Martin, Deb Jones’ friend 
• Janet, friend of Bill & Jana Stoltenberg 

DEATHS 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY 

Marco Alejos, Nicholas Amodeo, AJ Beckwith, Abigail Bueltmann, August Bueltmann, Josiah Freemyer, 
Joshua Goodsman, Bryan Oren, Ronnie Pierson, Garrett Shaw, Tim Thombleson, Parker Ward, Zachary 
Williams 
 


