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New Things This Spring 
 
   
 The heavens are telling of the glory of 

God; And their expanse is declaring 
the work of His hands. - 19:1-2 

  

He is Risen!  He is Risen indeed.   
Alleluia.  This month we will begin 
loosening the restrictions on our 
gatherings as covid numbers re-
main low and the number of peo-
ple vaccinated grows. We will start 
singing together in-person (with 
masks) on April 11, and by the 
time the month is over, we will 
begin worshipping outside 
(weather permitting) again in May.  

Over the course of the last year, it 
has become apparent just how 
beautiful the outdoors of the 
property at Servants of Christ is, 
and how it is an under utilized re-
source.  When the heavens tell of 

the glory of God, it can be hard to 
see when we only spend our time 
indoors. The addition  of the pray-
er garden many years ago has 
brought people onto the property 
to experience the peace of God 
through prayer and the beauty of 
God’s creation.  At the annual con-
gregation meeting on May 16, we 
will consider if God is calling us to 
provide other ways for the com-
munity to gather in God’s crea-
tion. These new ways would take 
the form of a proposed walking 
path and picnic shelter (see next 
page for a picture of the plans). 

The walking path will provide a 
way for people to exercise, medi-
ate, and pray.  The picnic shelter 
could be used for outdoor wor-
ship, fellowship meals, bonfires, 
and activities for people of all  
ages. Families and community 

groups could use the space to cel-
ebrate important milestones or 
people could learn bible stories 
gathered around a roaring 
fire. There are numerous ways 
that adding these two additions to 
the outside of our property could 
be used to extend the work of 
God’s kingdom outside of the 
building. We would be inviting 
others to come and see that our 
God is alive and at work. Please 
pray about these opportunities 
and plan to attend the annual 
meeting to hear more about how 
the church is growing and chang-
ing as we step into this Easter sea-
son. 

Peace be with you, Pastor Wade 

 

April 2021    Vol. 33, No. 3 



 

    

 

 

 
 

Mission+Outreach Update 
Update from Cindy Stone 
   

There is a clear need for NeighborLink, an 
SOC Mission Partner. It isn’t uncommon 
for us to hear the question, “why do home 
repair for free when that person should 
just move?” The question isn’t a negative 
one, per se, but one that speaks from 
more economic privilege than the inquisi-
tor may realize. However, when we look at 
the 2019 U.S. Census Bureau survey, it in-
dicates approximately 12,000 owner-
occupied senior households and approxi-
mately 5,000 non-senior homeowners with 
disabilities, all of whom with a household 
income of less than our income threshold 
of 150% of the poverty level. More than 
90% of our clients are seniors and within 
that economic hardship.  Having done the 
math, for our organization, a single home 
with multiple projects costs approximately 
$1,000. Have the ability to fund the repairs 
of a client’s home?  $1,000 is a great way 
to cover the costs. Learn more by click-
ing  HERE.   

Grief Resource  
For Yourself, Friends and Family  
 

“Journeying Through Grief” is a 
set of four short books to send 
to people at four crucial times 
during the first year after a 
loved one dies. Pr. Wade sends 
these booklets to people 
(members and non-members) 
who are grieving to help support 
them in their grief. Do you know 
of someone who could benefit 
from this support? Contact Vicky 
Carron or to Pr. Wade to ar-
range sending these booklets.   

Family Faith Fifteen  
Fifteen minutes to talk with kids about 
faith   

 

Just 15 minutes a week for parents and 
children to engage in faith talk and activi-
ties!  Lessons and activities are built for 
children from birth to 6th grade.  Each Sunday of the month has a 
unique plan. Please join us as you are able. 
  
PLAN – AT A GLANCE 
1st Sundays of each month, 5-6 PM, are for in-person gatherings at 
SOC. Bring a bag meal as we gather safely to eat together – for 15 
minutes.  
Then, K-3rd graders go to class (their Bibles can stay at home), 4-6 
graders go to class (with their new Bibles), babies and toddlers 
may stay with parents.  Adults meet with Pastor Wade. 
o   Children meet for a video and singing -- for 15 minutes. 
o   Children then meet in class for story and activity time -- for 
15 minutes. 
o   Children will then be invited to play games or help with ser-
vice projects at church – for 15 minutes. 

APRIL 18 is a 3rd Sunday month! - 3rd Sundays of each month are 
on zoom.  Watch at home or at church, right after worship, 10:20 
AM.   

2nd & 4th Sundays of each month are for lessons at home with the 
family – 15 minutes.  Use Bible books and activity sheets (will be 
mailed each month) to expand on the stories.  

Proposed walking path and picnic shelter.  

https://www.nlindy.org/donate
https://www.nlindy.org/donate
https://www.nlindy.org/post/a-clear-need-for-neighborlink-indianapolis


Building Faith Families 

 

Easter is the most important season 
of the church year, but often times, 
we celebrate Easter Sunday, and 
then move on quickly back into ordi-
nary time.  

So we celebrate Easter Day… and 
we’re done? But why? It’s like taking 
hours upon hours to get ready for 
the big party and then staying at the 
party of the century for 10 minutes. 
Really? Why not celebrate? Why not 
stay at the party? Why not see what 
joy and life lessons this season can 
bring? Why not fully celebrate the 
Fifty Days of Easter?  

Welcome to 50 Days of Fabulous, a 
way to engage the season of Easter 
beyond just one day. Each day of the 
Easter season, which is, if you have-
n’t guessed yet, a full 50 days (10 
more than Lent), is a day to cele-
brate rebirth, light, resurrection, sur-
prise, joy, and the triumph of life 
over death.  Here are some ideas 
from Janet Schaeffler. 

1. Make or find a bright, beautiful 
container large enough to hold a few 
dozen pieces of wrapped candy. 
Place it on the dinner table. Each 
time you gather for a meal, each 
member of the household gets the 
chance to mention one sign of new 
life he or she has noticed or one 
good deed she or he had done and 
then gets the piece of candy. 

2. Use chalk to decorate the side-
walk around your home with Easter 
words and symbols. 

3. Prominent in the Gospels of the 
Easter season are times when Jesus 
and the disciples shared food. Dur-
ing the Easter season, make it a 
point to have a sit-down meal at 
least once a week. Include all the 
trimmings: tablecloth, candles, des-
sert, etc. 

4. Make a list of your family’s lega-
cies – not goods or money, but atti-
tudes, standards of value and influ-
ences – that you are passing on. 

5. Take an Emmaus walk. Before 
you start out, read the Emmaus sto-
ry (Lk 24: 13-35) together. Then go 
to some place that has special 
meaning to you or your family, or to 
some place where you haven’t gone 
for a while. Imagine that Jesus is 
walking with you. 

6. Change the background on your 
phone and/or Facebook page to 
some stunning piece of artwork cel-
ebrating the Resurrection, so when 

members of your family look at it 
they remember the Resurrection! 

7. Choose joy! 

8. Reflect on Acts 2: 42-47 (holding 
all things in common) and discuss 
ways that you can share some of 
your possessions with others who 
have need of them. 

9. Alleluia is a Hebrew word of joyful 
praise. Find where it is used in the 
Book of Psalms or Tobit. It is the 
word for the Easter season. Make a 
family banner and put it in your 
home. Better yet, put it on the out-
side of your home and share the 
good news with your neighbors. 
(Leave it up for the entire fifty days.) 

10. Is there a cross hanging some-
where in your home? If not, consider 
making one from paper, wood or 
purchase one as a visible symbol of 
Jesus’ triumph. 

11. Water is a primary symbol for 
the Church during Easter as we re-
call our baptism. Bring out the pho-
tos or videos of each person’s bap-
tism in your household and tell the 
stories of baptism! 

12. We sing Christmas carols 
throughout the Advent and Christ-
mas seasons. What about the Easter 
songs? Are they heard in your home 
for fifty days?  

 

 
 

 

SOC Stephen Ministry 
New Class Beginning in June 

 
Stephen Ministry trains leaders 
to listen, support, and care. 
Servants of Christ has an  
opportunity to join two other 
congregations to form a new 
class, which lasts for 9 months, 

from June – February.  Several 
of our members have been a 
Stephen Minister, or have ben-
efitted from the care of a Ste-
phen Minister.  If you would 
like to participate in the train-
ing to learn (or renew) your 
skills, or to get more infor-
mation, please contact Diane 

Marten through email at 
diane.marten@valpo.edu  

mailto:diane.marten@valpo.edu


   

 

 

 
 

Growing In Grace 
Insights for Aging 

 
And I am sure of this, that he who 

began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ. –  Philippians 1:6 

If we live, we live for the Lord; 
and if we die, we die for the Lord. 

So, whether we live or die, we 
belong to the Lord. –   

Romans 14:8 
 

    

Recently I was given a card game 
called, Go Wish.  This is not an or-
dinary card game, but one with a 
purpose and a gift for those who 
play it.   

This game, produced by the CODA 
Alliance, take the awkwardness 
out of conversations regarding end 
of life decisions. The gift of this 
game is to your family, by making 
your end of life decisions known. It 
is also a gift to you because it helps 
you define what matters most to 
you, while embracing the uncer-
tainty of life. It is very freeing to 
adopt a similar to the verse from 
Romans above. With Christ as the 
foundation for how we live, it 
makes sense to plan how that wit-
ness may carry over into your 
death, knowing that God will con-
tinue to work until competition.  
This game is designed for people in 
all stages of life and does not take 
very long to play.  

If you would like to borrow this 
game from 
church, please 
contact Pastor 
Wade. After 
you play the 
game, consider 
sharing your 
results  with 
the  church.  

 

ZOOM  Sunday Morn-
ing Adult Classes  
Sundays // 11:00 am  
 
March 7 - April 18 // From Jerusa-
lem to Oaklandon  // George 
Bueltmann // From Jerusalem to 
Oaklandon - A six week discussion 
of how the Christian Church de-
veloped from the followers of Je-
sus to reach Servants of Christ 
Church on Oaklandon Road. In 
addition to following the develop-
ment of Christianity, we will pro-
vide you with the opportunity to 
tell your story. How did you get to 
Servants of Christ? Did you come 
from a different denomination or 
are you a “cradle-to-grave” Lu-
theran? When and from where 
did your ancestors immigrate?  

April 25 // What happened to the Apos-
tles? // George Bueltmann 

May 2 // How Did We Get Our 
Bible? // George Bueltmann 

May 9 // Ethical Dilemmas in 
Kenya and Indianapolis // Carla 
Stoneberg//  “I will ask your opin-
ion about difficult situations I en-
countered in Kenya. What would 
you have done? What should we 

do in similar situations here in In-
dianapolis?” — Carla Pr. Ted and 
Carla Stoneberg were volunteer 
service workers in Kenya 1978-81, 
joining a team of Kenyans in the 
Family Life Education Programme 
of the National Christian Council 
of Kenya. Pr. Ted developed a 
counseling center in Nairobi and 
taught counseling courses to pas-
tors and church leaders in the 
provinces. Carla promoted the 
concept of the village health 
worker to religious leaders of all 
faiths throughout the country. 
Both also taught, with the Kenyan 
team, 2-week family life education 
courses to primary and secondary 
school educators in the provinces. 
The couple’s children attended a 
school with a North American cur-
riculum located in the middle of a 
coffee plantation in the highlands 
north of Nairobi, as day students. 
Pr. Ted and Carla arranged their 
travel schedules so that one par-
ent was always in Nairobi, availa-
ble for the children 

Laundry & More  
Update 
 

Laundry & More is making a differ-
ence in the 42nd and Post Road 
neighborhood. Police report that 
incident calls are decreasing in the 
area. One contributing factor lead-
ing to this improvement is the part-
nerships L & M has established. 
Partners that are not present on 
any given Tuesday are still repre-

sented by pamphlets in a rolling 
cart. These resources help friends 
and neighbors prevent their lights 
from being turned off, get jobs, go 
back to school for training that can 
lead to a job, and find ways to man-
age anger. It’s all about building a 
better community! 



 

 

Carla’s Corner 
Inspiration in the Daily Living 

 

Adapting 

The phone rang. “This is the office 
assistant. We have a conflict with 
your 2:00 p.m. appointment on Fri-
day. Could you come in at 1:30 p.m. 
instead?”  

Oh no!….. Not another person 
wanting to change something in my 
life! This, on top of other recent life 
jolts….plans I had carefully made 
falling through…unexpected urgent 
demands on my time.… I wanted to 
state firmly, “NO! No more chang-
es! My appointment is for 2:00 p.m. 
and there it shall remain!”  

But then a book popped into my 
mind. Prairie Town (by Bonnie and 
Arthur Geisert, available on Ama-
zon) is the beautifully pictorial story 
of changes that occur in an early-
1900s rural community over the 
course of twelve months. What fun 
it was, back a few years ago, to hold 
a little grandson on my lap as we 
slowly turned the pages, noticing a 
blue house on fire in one picture 
but newly renovated and painted 
yellow a few pages later. Or seeing 
the dog with the swollen belly be-
come the mother of pups by the 
end of the book. Or watching the 
people of the little town prepare 

for the progression of the seasons 
as spring turned into summer, into 
autumn, into winter, and then into 
spring again.  

The book was a favorite of all our 
preschool boys, and when I would 
ask them, “What shall we read first 
today?” the answer was usually 
“Pwahwee Town!” The unspoken 
message of the book was simple: 
“Things change. Adapt.”  

What a radical shock it must have 
been to the disciples when Jesus, 
told them, as recorded in the Gos-
pel of John, that He was going to 
leave them. “Noooooo…..” they 
must have breathed collectively. 
But then he told them He was going 
to prepare a place for them, and 
they would be with Him again.  

“So,” asked the persistent office 
assistant, “may we change the time 
of your appointment?”  

Well, if the Prairie Town community 
could yield to the flow of their ex-
periences, and if the disciples could 
survive the momentous upheaval of 
the passion story, I guessed I could 
manage one more little ripple as 
well. “Yes,” I said, “I will be there at 
1:30 p.m.” Things change. Time to 
adapt. Thank you. 

Thank you, God, for helping us 
cope with the whirling, unending 
changes in our lives. Amen 

Faith in an Anxious 
World 

Young Adult Study 

   
Do your young adults struggle  
with stress, anxiety, or depres-
sion? Do you feel unsure of how 
to respond? For me personally, I 
have struggled with how to re-
spond as a parent, and how to 
give tools to our youth. If you, or 
your child is struggling with anxie-
ty, stress, or depression, I hope 
that you will consider being part 
of a 4 week study that helps stu-
dents and parents.  On the stu-
dent side, there is a bible study. 
On the parent side, there is a 
weekly podcast with a time for us 
as parents to connect and support 
one another.  To learn more about 
the study, please check out the 
link below.  

Check out “Faith in an Anxious 
World” from Fuller Youth Institute 
on Vimeo. 

The video is available for your 
viewing pleasure at https://
vimeo.com/387569506 

If you would be interested, or your 
student, please let Pastor Wade 
know.     

https://vimeo.com/387569506
https://vimeo.com/387569506


    

 

 
 

Senior Servants // TBD 
 

Selah Book Group // 
Our book for April is: “The 
Book of Lost Friends” by Lisa 
Wingate 

"Louisiana, 1875: In the tu-
multuous aftermath of Re-
construction, three young 
women set off as unwilling 
companions on a perilous 
quest: Lavinia, the pampered 
heir to a now-destitute plan-
tation; Juneau Jane, her ille-

gitimate free-born Creole half-sister; and Hannie, 
Lavinia's former slave. Each carries private wounds 
and powerful secrets as they head for Texas, follow-
ing dangerous roads rife with ruthless vigilantes and 
soldiers still fighting a war lost a decade before. For 
Lavinia and Juneau Jane, the journey is one of inher-
itance and financial desperation, but for Hannie, torn 
from her mother and eight siblings before slavery's 
end, the pilgrimage westward reignites an agonizing 
question: Could her long-lost family still be out there? 
Beyond the swamps lie the seemingly limitless fron-
tiers of Texas and, improbably, hope. Louisiana, 1987: 
For first-year teacher Benedetta Silva, a subsidized 
job at a poor rural school seems like the ticket to can-
celing her hefty student debt--until she lands in a ti-
ny, out-of-step Mississippi River town. Augustine, 
Louisiana, seems suspicious of new ideas and new 
people, and Benny can scarcely comprehend the lives 
of her poverty-stricken students. But amid the 
gnarled live oaks and run-down plantation homes lies 
the century-old history of three young women, a long
-ago journey, and a hidden book that could change 
everything."-- Provided by publisher. 

Hope you enjoy this book and another look into our 
country’s past. 

We will meet at 1:00 pm on April 28. Our goal is to try 
to meet in person at SOC, so keep your eyes out for an 
announcement to confirm that.  

 

TAKE NOTE! 

Happy  

Birthday! 

Upcoming topics for the Adult Sunday Morning 
Studies at 11:00 am 

    

March 7 - April 18 - From Jerusalem to  
Oaklandon - George Bueltmann  

April 25 - What happened to the Apostles? -  
George Bueltmann 

May 2 - How Did We Get Our Bible? -  George 
Bueltmann 

May 9 - Ethical Dilemmas in Kenya and Indian-
apolis  -  Carla Stoneberg 

Ande Rhodes   April 3  
Becky Holst    April 5  
Wade Apel    April 6  
Bob Thiel    April 6  
Rich Wolfred    April 7  
Betty Oren    April 8  
Lauren Shoaf   April 11  
Chris Carron    April 12  
Lily Rhodes    April 16  
Cynthia Ridgeway   April 19  
Andrea Sponsel   April 20  
David Laux    April 23  
Loreen Burns   April 24  
Carolyn Konnert   April 24  
Vicky Carron    April 27  
Jacob Cohron   April 30  



Servants of Christ Lutheran Church 
 
Word-Grounded / Christ-Centered / Mission-Minded 

 
 

Take a picture of this  
QR Code with your smart phone 

to go straight to our website. 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Search for: “Servants of 
Christ Lutheran Church” 

Member:  Indianapolis Conference & 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the 
 

7650 Oaklandon Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-9797 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:30 am  
Sunday School 10:45 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

Chris Carron, President 
Jana Stoltenberg, Vice-president 
Lori Allen, Secretary 
George Bueltmann, Treasurer 
Wade Apel, Pastor 
Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
John Sponsel, Education+Youth 
Tisha Nagel, Mission+Outreach 
Judy Anderson, Parish Life 
Alan Shoaf, Property 
Galinton Bryan, Stewardship 
Crystal Kindinger, Worship+Music 

mailto:pastor@servantsofchrist.org
mailto:music@servantsofchrist.org
mailto:vivian@servantsofchrist.org
mailto:info@servantsofchrist.org
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