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In These Uncertain Times 
 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. –  
Colossians 3:12 

  
“In these uncertain times” or 
“who knows what the future 
may hold” are phrases that 
seem to be pretty common 
these days. There is an uneasi-
ness that grows when COVID 
numbers raise, when the shelves 
at the grocery are empty, or 
when plans have to be cancelled 
or changed.  For the church, we 
are experiencing that with our 
current building projects as we 
wait for materials and profes-
sional contractors to respond.  It 
can feel like you life is on hold, 

waiting for a decision to come or 
issue to be resolved.  When this 
happens, anxiety rises and 
spreads faster than any gossip.  

In these moments, God is  
present, reminding us in faith 
that while some part of our life 
may be uncertain, He makes all 
things certain and secure. We 
have faith, even in the anxious 
moments, that while we cannot 
see the outcome, God will see us 
through.  This month we will 
continue serving in these uncer-
tain times, continue loving, and 
rest in the promises of God that 
God is in control and will never 
let us go.  Instead, we will seek 
to live everyday clothed in the 
faith that secures us and allows 
us to live with compassion, kind-
ness, humility, meekness and 

patience. If you want more prac-
tical advice on how to live in un-
certain times, check out the 
Building Faith Families article in 
this newsletter. If you feel isolat-
ed, remember that your faith 
community (pastor included) is 
here to support you. 

Peace be with you, 
Pastor Wade 

SERVANT MESSENGER 
 

By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; through 
knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. – Proverbs 24:3-4  
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Pack Away Hunger 
Packing Event September 11 
 

We are going to do a Pack Away Hunger 
Event Sept 11, 2021 9:00-11:00.  Here’s a 
link to registration site for volunteers to sign 
up and accept the waivers:  

https://donate.packawayhunger.org/SOC21 

Children over 5 can participate with paren-
tal registration and assistance during the 
event. If you need to sit instead of stand 
there are jobs for you too! please support 
this mission partner. 

Laundry & More  
Update 
Submitted by Bobbie Campbell 

 
Over the summer, Laundry & More has had many part-
ners come on Tuesday mornings to offer services. 
Among those was Jessica and Page from accessABILITY, 
which provides persons with disabilities the tools to set 
and accomplish their own goals. LaureAnne, a neighbor 
and friend of L&M brought detergent from her Bible 
Study and has worshipped with us. Pastor Jessica has 
come from First Baptist Comunidad Hispana Bautista to 
help translate Spanish. One Tuesday, a family from the 
Co-op School that meets at SOC helped out on the small 
washers. O'Neal Manufacturing Services, a metal fabri-
cator in Lawrence, held an employee drive to collect 
soap, dryer sheets and trash bags. On September, L&M 
looks forward to Carla Stoneberg bringing her nursing 
alumni reunion group to volunteer at the laundromat.  

Building Faith Families 
Instilling Faith in Times of Uncertainty 

 

Therefore do not be anxious,  
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ 
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ For 
the Gentiles seek after all 
these things, and your heav-
enly Father knows that you 
need them all.  But seek first 
the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. - 
Matthew 6:31-33 

 
When life becomes uncertain, 
children and grandchildren often 
pick up on it sooner than you 
may realize or want.  Whether it 
is another unexpected forced vir-
tual school or the health news of 

a loved one, when uncertainty 
strikes it can raise the anxiety of 
everyone involved.  In these mo-
ments, parents can instill faith by 
showing their own faith; even 
when you are unsure, it can be 
the most important moment for 
your children.  

When we experience times of un-
certainty PRAY.  Ask the Lord for 
patience, wisdom and under-
standing as you wait.   Share with 
others our anxiety and struggles 
and pray with your children.  

The Word of God is truly a balm 
to the soul, especially in times of 
uncertainty. The Scriptures fill 
our  hearts with the knowledge 
of who God is and give us under-
standing regarding His great love 
for us.  Just like a small child 
trusts their earthly father to 
"make things better", we have 

absolute assurance from the 
Scriptures that our Heavenly Fa-
ther is always making things new 
and can redeem even uncertain 
times. 

Finally, we must speak the prom-
ises of God to our hearts and into 
the hearts of our children/
grandchildren. God's promises are 
certain. As we walk through un-
certainty, we are to carry with us 
the certainty of God's fortifying 
promises that speak peace to our 
souls.  

https://donate.packawayhunger.org/SOC21


Senior Servants Picnic 
 
A big thank you to Bob and Nancy Goodsman for making arrangements for our picnic 
and providing the chicken. As always we had plenty of food and good fellowship.  

 

 

 

 
 

We had a wonderful Rite of  
Ordination for Sharilyn Wendt on 
Saturday, July 24.  She has been 
called as Pastor to Zion Lutheran 
Church,  Hartford City, IN.  Congrat-
ulations, Rev. Sharilyn!  

Ordination of Sharilyn Wendt,  
SOC Seminarian 



     

 
 Growing in Grace 

 

Job 12:12 - Is not wisdom found 
among the aged? Does not long life 
bring understanding? 

 

As people age, they often believe 
that their world shrinks, their pur-
pose in life seems to erode, and 
faith can often stumble when life 
begins to change.  This change can 
be met with a sense of finality, or it 
can be seen as an opportunity.  Too 
often, people forget that when their 
physical bodies begin to show signs 
of wear and tear, they forget that 
wisdom and understanding can  
become their greatest strength and 
asset.  With age comes perspective 
and a change in spiritual gifts.  

Central Indiana Center for Aging is 
offering a summit on the ad-
vantages of Aging.  

 

Aging Advantages Summit 

October 6 @ 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

Venue:  Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, 1660 Kessler Blvd. E. Dr.  
Indianapolis, IN 46220 United States 

CICOA's 1st Aging Advantages  
Summit will address how valuable 
senior volunteers are to our society 
and faith communities, as well as 
offer creative ways older adults can 
remain active. 

At the end of 2020, about 28.6 mil-
lion Baby Boomers reported being 
out of the labor force due to retire-
ment. Embarking into a new season 
of retirement can be exciting and a 
bit scary. Deciding how to stay rele-
vant after a long career can be chal-
lenging. The Aging Advantages  
Summit will explore the options 
available to adults once they retire.  

Active community engagement is 
vital to one's wellbeing with cogni-
tive, physical and emotional health 
benefits. According to the State of 

Aging in Central Indiana report, old-
er adults tend to connect to their 
community through relationships 
with friends and family and through 
religious activities. Volunteering al-
so keeps older adults active in the 
community and reduces social isola-
tion. Come hear about the many 
volunteer opportunities available - 
your time and talent are needed! 

Who is the Summit for? Profession-
als working with older adults, faith 
communities, people age 55 and 
over, and volunteers.  

Get your ticket and join us to cele-
brate the advantages of aging and 
support seniors in our community! 

https://cicoa.org/event/aging-
advantages-summit/ 

 

Adult Choir and Bells of Christ  
New Members Welcome! 
 
     

Adult Choir resumed rehearsals and meets Thursdays  at 7:30 
pm. Bells of Christ will resume Thursday, September 9 at 6:15 
pm. If you have never played bells, we will train you. If you 
are interested in joining either groups, please let Olesya Sav-
inkova know. All are welcome! 

Psalms, Prayers,  
Reflections 
 

Carin Blodgett and Diane Marten co-lead 

this group on some Monday evenings, 7:00 

p.m. on Zoom.  Upcoming classes are  

September 20, October 4, and October 18.  

Use this zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3601609413 

https://cicoa.org/event/aging-advantages-summit/
https://cicoa.org/event/aging-advantages-summit/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3601609413


 

 

Carla’s Corner 
Inspiration in the Daily Living 

 

“The Flower”  

We first noticed it about two months ago — a 
slender, pale green plant growing up through a 
crack in the deck just outside our kitchen win-
dow. But what was it? A thistle? A corn flower? 
A beanstalk for our grandson Jack to climb?  

As summer progressed, we watched it slowly 
inch upward. A single bud emerged at its top, 
and soon we could see the beginnings of some-
thing yellow. Aha! A sunflower! We had fed sun-
flower seeds to birds out there last winter. Ap-
parently one seed had fallen through the crack 
and sprouted. Brave little thing. Pushing sky-
ward all alone.  

Each day we watched the golden petals slowly 
open. Although small, it was indeed a glorious 
sunflower. Soon our plant produced a central 
spiral of tiny yellow blossom�ettes, the true 
flowers. A magnificent creation. We praised it 
and poured fertilized water into the crack. We 
photographed it and showed it off to all who 
would look.  

But one day we noticed two of the top petals 
were missing. Looking closely at the center, we 
could see some creature had pulled off not only 
those outer petals, but also several of the cen-
tral, tiny true flowers, exposing the developing 
brown seeds below. Those seeds were evidently 
the goal. But who was eating them? One morn-
ing we saw the brazen culprit — a male gold-
finch, as vividly yellow and black as our flower. 
That villain sat there atop our prized plant, 
gouging out its seeds.  

Should we shoo the bird away? Ted thought 
not. We couldn’t stand guard all day. We decid-
ed to let nature take its course. Sadly, day after 
day, we saw both male and female goldfinches 
alighting on our bloom, enjoying a meal, and in 

the process gradually destroying our flower. It 
had no defense against this unexpected inva-
sion. As I write this, one sole straggly yellow 
petal remains, and all the seeds are gone.  

In our lives too, unwanted assaults can happen 
that nibble away at us. We may feel blindsided, 
defenseless, like our flower. But we have God 
beside us, offering love and support. We simply 
need to claim it.  

Our denuded flower still stands proud and tall. 
May we, with God’s help, do the same.  

Thank you, God, for walking with us when we 
feel assaulted by life. Amen.  



 

Family Faith Fifteen  
Fifteen minutes to talk with kids about faith   

 

Just 15 minutes a 
week for parents and 
children to engage in 
faith talk and activi-
ties!  Lessons and ac-
tivities are built for 
children from birth to 
6th grade.  Each Sun-
day of the month has 
a unique plan. Please 
join us as you are able. 

 

FAMILY FAITH FIFTEEN (FF-15) 

Saturdays in September.  We invite parents and 
children to help build a trail!  This is a great ser-
vice project for the whole family.  We’ll be 
ready each Saturday in September and hope to 
see you there. 

September 12 and 26 – you will receive lessons 
to do at home. 

Sunday, September 19.  Zoom video – around 
10:20 AM – or meet in person right after wor-
ship. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?
pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09 – 
or meet in person right after worship.   

 
PLAN – AT A GLANCE 

1st Sundays of each month, 5-6 PM, are for in-
person gatherings at SOC. Bring a bag meal as 
we gather safely to eat together – for 15 
minutes.  All children and parents. 

3rd Sundays of each month are on Zoom.  
Watch at home or at church, right after wor-
ship, 10:20 AM.   https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8711010069?
pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09 

2nd & 4th Sundays of each month are for lessons 
at home with the family – 15 minutes.  Use Bi-
ble books and activity sheets (mailed each 
month) to expand on the stories. 

Parish Life Update  
Judy Anderson  

 

Fall is around the corner. We will be hosting Trunk and 
Treat on Saturday October 30, from 2:00-4:00 pm in the 
parking lot. We need lots of trunks! You bring your 
trunk (decorated) and the church will supply the indi-
vidually wrapped treats to pass out. We will wear a 
glove to distribute the treats. We are hoping to have 
the children walk by the trunks so we can see their cre-
ative costumes. Join us for a fun afternoon. To volun-
teer send Judy Anderson a text 317-937-5362 or e-mail 
pnpjudya@gmail.com. 

Coffee Hour volunteers are needed. See the bright 
pink sign up poster in the Coffee Hour area. The new 
coffee brewing system brews a pot in about 5 
minutes. The one caveat is to be sure the system is 
switched on when you arrive at church. If the green 
screen is not lighted on the front of the machine then 
you will need to flip the toggle switch up. The switch 
is located on the back lower left of the machine. We 
are asking that no one turn off the machine. There is a 
laminated, one-page direction sheet for brewing the 
coffee on the counter next to the machine. Essentially 
you place a large paper filter in the basket, add 1/2 
cup coffee, place the open thermal pot under the bas-
ket and press the brew switch. Once it finishes brew-
ing you insert the nozzle assembly in the pot and close 
the lid. To serve the coffee press the center of the pot 
lid. The coffeepot maintains hot coffee for 10 hours. 

Book club will meet the last Wednesday, September 
29th, 1:00 pm at SOC in the library. We have been en-
joying reading “World’s End” by Upton Sinclair. Our 
discussion of the first part of the book was lively, so 
we are going to finish reading this book for Septem-
ber! 

Quilting is back to meeting on the first and third 
Wednesday of month at SOC from 1:00-3:00 pm. We 
will meet next September 15 and October 6 and 20. 
We are open to new members. Join us! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09


 

Deaconess in  
Deutschland 
Update Kim Bueltmann 
 

The past eighteen months been a 
trying time for everyone throughout 
the world. For mission work, it has 
been a time of adaptation and flexi-
bility amidst uncertainty and chal-
lenges. Like many ministries, we 
have adapted by figuring out ways 
to serve people digitally: creating 
online content, livestreaming wor-
ship, and organizing zoom classes 
and meetings. However, in handling 
many of the day to day needs of the 
refugees we serve, there is also a 
need to be present.  

Before the lockdown, we could 
open the doors to Brücke, welcome 
groups of people and help individu-
als in turn while others visited over 
tea and coffee. Since we were 
forced to close Brücke for many 
months, we have been going to indi-
viduals in both Leipzig and Chemnitz 
and beyond to help them one on 
one. While this method has had its 
blessings and benefits, it is also 
much more time intensive. Instead 
of spending an hour of my day 
working with a small group at 
Brücke on their German, I am driv-
ing 30 minutes one way to a refugee 
housing facility to meet with an indi-
vidual to practice German. And after 
an hour-long lesson, their cultural 
traditions mean offering me a meal 
and tea afterward. So, what was 
previously one hour of my week 
turned into a whole day event.  

At the same time, it is truly a bless-
ing to be able to visit people in their 
homes and build those relation-
ships, especially during a time 
where personal contact is limited. It 
has also provided an opportunity to 

meet other refugees that I may not 
have encountered otherwise, such 
as a new family from Eritrea who 
have since visited our German wor-
ship service. We are thankful for 
being able to reopen at the begin-
ning of August!  

This year I began teaching a group 
of young Persian confirmands. One 
boy was born in Germany, but the 
others came here with their parents 
as refugees. Since they attend Ger-
man school, most of them are doing 
well with German. Even though they 
speak Persian fluently, most of them 
are unable to read or write the 
script. So, we have been holding the 
class in German on Zoom. Besides 
the extra preparation needed for a 
Zoom class, it can be a challenge to 
engage youth through the screen.  

Many Persians do not often bring 
their children to church, so when 
we started the class, I had not even 
met them all in person yet! The par-
ents remember being forced into 

Islam, and do not want to force 
their children into being Christians. 
One girl “Penny” has not yet been 
baptized. So, we started with Bible 
basics, and the youth have had 
some great questions and insights 
along the way. Thankfully these last 
few weeks before summer break, 
we were finally able to meet face to 
face, which was so much more fun 
and productive.  

“Penny” has started coming to 
church with her parents and told me 
she wants to be baptized as soon as 
possible! Pray that these youth will 
stay close to Jesus as they continue 
to learn and grow in faith! 

In-Person and ZOOM  Sunday 
Morning Adult Classes  
Sundays // 11:00 am  
 

Sunday, September 12 // 11:00 am // Join a conversation with 
Diane Marten and Emily Smith, as they unpack a “difficult con-
versation” about racial injustice, following an interview with an 
articulate, well-educated, black deaconess, and noticing it first-
hand in high school.  
 
Sunday, September 19 // 11:00 am // The Holiness of God //  
This six week study led by Bill Stoltenberg will examine the 
meaning of holiness and why people are both fascinated and 
terrified by a holy God.  Each week we’ll view a 30 minute video 
and have a discussion of what we heard.  The videos are a pro-
duction of Ligonier Ministries founded by Dr. R. C. Sproul.  Dr. 
Sproul was a theologian/pastor/scholar who had a passion for 
understanding and teaching scripture. 



     

 
 

SENIOR SERVANTS // September 17 // 12:30 pm // 
We Senior Servants will meet on Friday, September 
17 after lunch (12:30 pm) at SOC in the Fellowship 
area. 

At our meeting we will assist the Quilting group by 
helping them tie off the quilts that are ready to go. 

We had hoped to be able to have lunch together, 
but with the Covid variant causing so much trouble 
we need to abide by the CDC guidelines. 

Masks in the building. Hope to see you there, many 
hands make light work!  

 
SELAH BOOK GROUP //  
September 29 // 1:00 pm //   
We have been enjoying read-
ing “World’s End” by Upton 
Sinclair. Our discussion of the 
first part of the book was 
lively, so we are going to fin-
ish reading this book for Sep-
tember!  Thank you to Sha-
ron for bringing treats and 
leading our discussion.  We 

will meet the last Wednesday, September 29, 1:00 
pm at SOC in the library. 

In October our book will be “7 Women and the  
Secret of Their Greatness” by Eric Metaxas.  

 

TAKE NOTE! 

Happy  

Birthday! 

Upcoming topics for the Adult Sunday Morning 
Studies at 11:00 am 
 

September 12 - A difficult conversation about ra-
cial injustice - Diane Marten and Emily Smith 

September 19 - The Holiness of God -  
Bill Stoltenberg, 6 week study  
 

Matt Bowman   September 4 

Barbara Shoaf   September 5 

Tom Campbell   September 7 

Gordon Helms   September 7 

Joan Cohron   September 11 

Toshi Hatcher   September 15 

Michael Dooley   September 19 

Larry Rhoads   September 19 

Isaac Sponsel   September 19 

Susie Powell   September 22 

Kurt Kruty   September 28 



Servants of Christ Lutheran Church 
 
Word-Grounded / Christ-Centered / Mission-Minded 

 
 

Take a picture of this  
QR Code with your smart phone 

to go straight to our website. 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Search for: “Servants of 
Christ Lutheran Church” 

Member:  Indianapolis Conference & 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the 
 

7650 Oaklandon Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-9797 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:30 am  
Sunday School 10:45 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

Chris Carron, President 
Jana Stoltenberg, Vice-president 
Lori Allen, Secretary 
George Bueltmann, Treasurer 
Wade Apel, Pastor 
Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
John Sponsel, Education+Youth 
Tisha Nagel, Mission+Outreach 
Judy Anderson, Parish Life 
Alan Shoaf, Property 
Galinton Bryan, Stewardship 
Crystal Kindinger, Worship+Music 
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