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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 12, 2021 
 9:30 am 
 
 
PRELUDE                        “All Things Bright and Beautiful” by Joyce Jones
  
  

                            PREPARATION              
  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
     The sign of the cross may be made to remember baptism.  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. / C) Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. / C) Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  / Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God... 
/ C)... we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  / C) Amen. 

 
 
OPENING HYMN    ELW #660 / Lift High the Cross
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  /  C) And also with you. 
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the 
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the 
lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
/ C) Amen. 
 
 
 

                   THE WORD.              .   
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pr. Wade Apel 

 
 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those 
who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 
backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out 
the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore 
I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not 
be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.  9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

The Word of the Lord.  / C) Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM 116:1-9 (speak the Psalm responsively) 
     
1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
   2for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I called. 
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came to grief 
  and sorrow. 
   4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
5Gracious is the LORD and righteous; our God is full of compassion. 
   6The LORD watches over the innocent; I was brought low, and God saved me. 
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7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. for the LORD has dealt well with you. 
   8For you have rescued my life from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from 
       stumbling; 
9I will walk in the presence of the LORD in the land of the living.  
 
 
SECOND LESSON                                                                        James 3:1-12 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know 
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. 
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check 
with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their 
whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive 
them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So 
also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the 
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile 
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can 
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth 
come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring 
pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my 
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

The Word of the Lord.  / C) Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
/ C) Alleluia. Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening. You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL READING Mark 8:27-38 

    Response after the announcement: / C) Glory to you, O Lord.  
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who 
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do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered 
them not to tell anyone about him. 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of 
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will 
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  Response after the reading:  / C) Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
     Be seated 
SERMON    Pr. Wade Apel 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC    “Gathered in God's Love” by Stan Pethel 
 Adult Choir 
 
 
  

                     THE MISSION   
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
 he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 Amen. 
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PRAYERS  
The Lord be with you.   / C) And also with you.  Let us pray: 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.  
/ A brief silence. 

......... Lord, in your mercy,  / C) hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  / C) Amen 

 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  / C) And also with you.  
 
 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN ELW #679 / For the Fruit of All Creation ( vs 3) 
 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance...  
... / C) you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish 
the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father… / C) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, 

☩ one God, bless you now and forever.  / C) Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                          ELW #550 / On What Has Now Been Sown 
 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.  / C) Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All!  

 
POSTLUDE       “Trio” by Robert Powell 
 
 
 
Flowers for the Altar are given this week by Cindy Stone in Memory of Wayne Stone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVANTS OF CHRIST IN OUR PRAYERS FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 
 

HOSPITALIZED/RECOVERING 

• Joe Thombleson, Macy and Mitch Thombleson’s 
grandfather  

• John Carrington, Chris Carron’s friend 

HEALTH CONCERNS 

• Jesus Vesga         • Betty Oren 
• Bob Oren      • Tim Matthews 
• Deb Jones      • Mike Dooley 

• Jill Larson 
• Caleb Anderson, Duke & Judy’s son, injury/COVID 
• Betty Breedlove, Vivian’s niece 
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• Nick Hart, Martha Helm’s nephew 
• Randy Gillespie, Lois Gillespie’s son, Lori Allen’s 

brother 
• Marko, friend of Alain Carron  
• Lynne Carron, mother of Chris Carron 
• Allison Shaw, Michelle Cohron’s friend 
• Stephanie Hoskins, Abby Vesga’s friend 
• David Daniels, Lauren Daniel’s father-in-law 
• Mary Jo Miller, Pat Bueltmann’s cousin  

• Michael Staudinger, the Carrons’ nephew 
• Kathleen (KC) Dieck, Pat Bueltmann’s sister 
• Lois Hammitt, Jana Stoltenberg’s friend 
• Carol Heck, Do Stoltenberg’s friend 
• Susan Rowland, Nancy Goodsman’s sister-in-law 
• Mary Kingman, Dave & Jackie Wright’s friend 
• Mary Lu Williams, Deb Jones’ friend 
• Linda Hoss, friend of the Gillespies & Allens  
• Sally Miksch, George & Pat Bueltmann’s daughter 

 

SURGERY - RECOVERING/AWAITING 

• Do Stoltenberg, surgery 8/18 
• Jerry Barr, Martha Helms’ brother-in-law 
• Brad Humphrey, Martha Helms’ friend 

• Brad Schultz, Pat & George Bueltmann’s neighbor 
• Nick Walton, Dave & Jackie Wright’s grandson 
• Dana, Kathy Bender’s daughter 

 

FACING DIFFICULTIES 

• Hedlund/Boque families, grieving 
• An end to violence on the east side of Indianapolis 
• Pastor Maritel and others, developing a startup congregation in Indianapolis for immigrants from Haiti 
• Aaron, Do Stoltenberg’s friend          • Faith Stern, George Bueltmann’s sister 

RECEIVING CANCER TREATMENT  

• Carin Blodgett 
• Diana Springer, Dave and Jackie Wrights friend 
• Aron Brown, Joanne Van Buskirk’s family 
• Shelle, Abby Vesga’s friend 
• Charlotte Bueltmann, Bueltmann’s  SIL 
• Loie Conrad,  Kristin Wolfred’s sister 
• Tawnia Lynch, Jim Langsford’s niece  
• Linda, Cindy Stone’s friend 
• Ron Williams, Judy Anderson’s cousin 

• Jessica Brice, Abby Vesga’s friend 
• Kristine, Sharilyn Wendt’s cousin 
• Charity Ellsworth, Bueltmann’s friend 
• Terry Conrad, Deb Jones’ cousin 
• Theresa Trout, Abby Vesga’s friend 
• Terri, Do Stoltenberg’s friend 
• Bruce Martin, Deb Jones’ friend 
• Janet, friend of Bill & Jana Stoltenberg 
 

 

DEATHS 
 

• For the family and friends of Tom Brost, Gordon Helms’ uncle, who passed away 
 
 

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY 

Marco Alejos, Nicholas Amodeo, AJ Beckwith, August Bueltmann, Tyler Dill, Josiah Freemyer, Joshua 
Goodsman, Bryan Oren, Ronnie Pierson, John Perkins, Garrett Shaw, Tim Thombleson, Parker Ward, 

Zachary Williams 
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7650 Oaklandon Road    
Indianapolis, IN 46236 
 
Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM 
 
Our Ministers - All Members of SOC 
Our Pastor - Pr. Wade Apel 
Our Office Staff - Vivian Matthews & Jill Larson 
Minister of Music - Olesya Savinkova 
Deaconess - Diane Marten 
Our Missionaries - Bill & Becky Graves,  
                                       ELCA Mission Builders 

Church Council - Chris Carron, President; 
     Bill Bushlack, Vice President; 
     George Bueltmann, Treasurer;  
     Olesya Savinkova, Secretary;  
     Judy Anderson, Tisha Nagel, Galinton Bryan, 
     Crystal Kindinger, Alan Shoaf, & John Sponsel 

 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

 
 

PLEASE JOIN US … 
 

 For Worship … 
We pray that our worship together will send you into your week more hopeful and ready to 
serve in the various callings that God has given you. We pray that God will speak to you through 
the Scriptures today and that you might respond by recognizing Christ at the center of your life. 
We invite you to join us in praising God through one of our many musical groups. 

 

 For Growing in Christ … 
There are many opportunities to grow in Christ by participating in our congregation, in groups 
that include (for elementary-age children), Sunday School, Adult Bible study, and mission 
groups and committees for outreach, service, Christian education, and fellowship. 

 

 For Life Together … 
Servants of Christ is a unique congregation.  Our motto is:  Word-
grounded / Christ-centered / Mission-minded.  We live out our 
lives as disciples in relationship to Jesus Christ and to one another 
as a caring, active body of believers.  If you are looking for a church 
home, please consider becoming a part of our Christian family.  SOC 
is a vibrant, mission-minded congregation; and we welcome you to 
become part of life of praise, fellowship, growth, and service.  Speak 
with the Pastor or call the church for more information. 

Web:  servantsofchrist.org 
 

Office Phone:  317-823-9580 
 

E-mail:   
  pastor@servantsofchrist.org 
  vivian@servantsofchrist.org   

Scan this code with 
your smart phone 

to visit our website. 
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