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In Faith, with Hope 
 

Now faith is confidence in what we 
hope for and assurance about what 

we do not see. – Hebrews 11:1   
 

As I sit here, looking out my window 
at the spot where the picnic shelter 
and walking path will be, in less than 
a month, I am reminded of this 
verse from Hebrews. What we 
“hope for” is that those projects will 
not only take the next big step for-
ward, but that they would be com-
pleted this month.  That is my hope. 
And in faith, I want to invite you to 
the dedication service of both the 
peace trail and picnic shelter on 
Reformation Sunday (October 31).  

We will celebrate not just what has 
been built by the hard work of many 
people working together, but we 
will also dedicate these new spaces 

for holy purposes.  We will set it 
aside for the holy conversations that 
will take place along the path.  We 
will give thanks for the community 
that will be built around fellowship 
meals that are shared or the wor-
ship that will take place.  May this 
space be a place of refuge for those 
looking to connect with God and 
give thanks for the healing that will 
take place around a warm bonfire 
with people of faith.  For there are 
many ways that God will use this 
new space, and we will dedicate it 
all for God’s glory and God’s purpos-
es.  This is assuming that the work 
will be completed by then, and a 
perfect Fall day of great weather will 
be provided.  But in faith, I hope 
that you will set aside time to 
come.  Look for more details as the 
date draws closer. 

While we do not see it, our faith 
speaks of something much more 

important than what we can 
see.  Instead, our faith is assurance 
in what we do not see.  As this 
month ends with the Reformation, it 
begins with the celebration of All 
Saints.  In faith we have confidence 
that this world is not the end, but 
the beginning of eternity spent with 
God.  In the Building Faith Families 
and Growing in Grace articles, we 
will talk about faith, loss, and heav-
en.  For it is in God that we have our 
one true certainty in life.  

    

Peace be with you, Pastor Wade 

SERVANT MESSENGER 
 

By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; through 
knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. – Proverbs 24:3-4  
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Laundry & More 
Volunteer Training 
 
Training for all volunteers and 
interested SOC members, Sat-
urday, October 16, 10:00 am - 
Noon. We will meet in person 
and Zoom. The training will 
be recorded so those unable 
to attend may view it later.  In 
addition to SOC volunteers, 
representatives of other 
agencies will attend to hear 
the story of LM, learn about 
services, partnerships, and 
how each volunteer plays a 
role. RSVP to di-
ane.marten@valpo.edu, or 
contact Abby Vesga, 317-531-
7439.  

 

 

 

 

 
Laundry & More 
October Needs 
 
Needed for this month: Toi-
letries such as toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, shampoo, soap, 
deodorant, feminine prod-
ucts, combs, brushes.  (Think 
about the basics you'd need if 
you didn't have a stable place 
to live.  LM is replenishing a 
supply on hand at the laun-
dromat for neighbors in 
need.) 

Building Faith  
Families 
Instilling Faith in Times of Uncertainty 

 

Whether it is a beloved family 
pet or family member, eventual-
ly you will have to talk to your 
child about death. As All Saints 
Day approaches (November 1), 
it is a good time to consider 
where your child is developmen-
tally and approach the conversa-
tion from a place of faith.  Avoid 
using cliches that are rarely 
helpful and instead share your 
thoughts and feelings with 
them.  It is helpful to remind 
your child that God is present 
with us in times of sorrow.  Here 
are a few helpful passages. 

Revelation 21:4 - ‘He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death’ or 
mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has 
passed away.” 

Psalm 34:18 - The LORD is close 
to the brokenhearted and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit. 

Psalm 147:3 - He heals the bro-
kenhearted and binds up their 
wounds. 

John 14:1 - “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. You believe 
in God; believe also in me. 

Joshua 1:9 - Have I not com-
manded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for the 
LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go.” 

Romans 8:28 - And we know 
that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according 
to his purpose. 

Matthew 5:4 - Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 

In addition, consider using the 
following strategies from Kid-
sHealth.org 

• Use simple words to talk about 
death. 

• Listen and comfort. 
• Put feelings into words. 
• Tell your child what to expect. 
• Explain events that will hap-

pen.  
• Give your child a role.  
• Help your child remember the 

person. 
• Give your child time to heal 

mailto:diane.marten@valpo.edu
mailto:diane.marten@valpo.edu


     

 
 Growing in Grace 

 

Teach us to number our days, that 
we may gain a heart of wisdom. - 
Psalm 90:12 

Before I left home to go to college 
(or maybe before I graduated from 
college, I don't remember exactly 
when now), I remember my parents 
sitting me down to have the 
"talk".  Not the conversation about 
the birds and the bees, but rather 
the talk about what their final wish-
es were should they be unable to 
care for themselves or if difficult 
medical decisions needed to be 
made.  That was more than 20 years 
ago, and I am thankful that I have 
not had to use anything from that 
conversation as they are both still 
healthy. But I am thankful for it be-
cause it broke the ice.   

Since then, we have revisited the 
topic over the years from time to 

time.  It can be hard for adults of all 
ages to discuss our own mortali-
ty.  In some cases, parents may be 
ready to discuss it, while their adult 
children want nothing to do with it. 
In other situations, it can be the par-
ents who are avoiding the conversa-
tion no matter how much their chil-
dren bring it up.  For those who do 
not have children, it can be hard to 
determine which friends you should 
have the conversation with. 

Psalm 90 reminds us to number our 
days so that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom. In my experience, it is a gift 
of grace to have those conversa-
tions long before you need them. It 
is also helpful to create a file folder 
titled "Going Home" which reminds 
you and your loved one that this life 
is just temporary, but our true citi-
zenship is in heaven with God. 

If you are struggling with how to 
start the conversation, consider us-

ing photographs or family heir-
looms. These can help you start 
small and move into a bigger con-
versation about not just what hap-
pens after you die, but how you 
want to live out your remaining 
days.  It can be another opportunity 
to share your faith.  If you need 
help, there is a worksheet at church 
that can help you decide for your-
self, or talk to Pastor Wade.   

Mission+Outreach  
Update 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response, “Brings 
God’s hope, healing and renewal to 
people whose lives have been dis-
rupted by disasters in the United 
States and around the world. When 
the dust settles and the headlines 
change, we stay to provide ongoing 
assistance to those in need”. Luther-
an Disaster Response works with 
other collaborators in the U.S. and 
around the world. The allows the 
“greatest stewardship of resources 
and maximum impact of response.” 
Key areas of their work include: 
• Providing emotional and spiritu-

al care for those affected by dis-
asters and leaders who respond 
to disasters 

• Coordinating volunteers through 
local affiliates 

• Assisting refugees in a holistic 
way by meeting the varied 
needs of the community 

• Promoting disaster risk-
reduction by helping communi-
ties build their assets thereby 
reducing the effects of likely dis-
asters 

• Providing long-0term recovery 
efforts by addressing the unmet 
needs months or even years 
after a disaster strikes. 

  
 

Please consider donating to Luther 
Disaster Response. The Mission and 
Outreach committee has made a 
contribution on behalf of Servants 
of Christ, but perhaps you would 
like to make an individual contribu-
tion. They assist with hurricane re-
sponse, Haiti Crisis, U.S. Wildfires, 
Afghan Humanitarian crisis and oth-
er disasters. The website is: https://
www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and
-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-
Response  Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration. 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response
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Carla’s Corner 
Inspiration in the Daily Living 

 

“Four Smiles”  

“Four Smiles” (For the October 
newsletter) Hurrying to complete 
my grocery shopping early this 
morning, I calculated: If I can just 
get through the checkout line 
quickly, I can squeeze in a trip to 
the beauty salon. I would really like 
to get a haircut before my next ob-
ligation this morning.  

But sailing down the last aisle with 
my moderately full cart, I was con-
fronted with a long line of shoppers 
waiting to pass through the single 
checkout station open. Why were 
there no more counters function-
ing? I remembered the urgent sign 
out front: “Hiring.”  

So I took my place at the end of the 
line and (impatiently watching the 
time) waited. Minutes passed as 
we shoppers slowly inched forward 
toward the one available clerk.  

After a bit, I became aware of an 
altercation going on between two 
shoppers, both struggling to get in 
line behind me. I turned to look.  

“I am next behind that lady!” 
snarled a middle-aged matron, 
speaking to another shopper but 
pointing at me. She pushed her 
packed cart forward, almost into 
my back.  

“No, you aren’t,” responded the 
recipient of the first woman’s ire, 
perhaps a young mother. She had 
not one but two impossibly full 
carts. She was pushing one and 
pulling the other. “I was here first,” 
she insisted firmly but wearily.  

“You were NOT!” challenged the 
woman, who must surely have 
been named Mrs. Gruff.  

“Excuse me,” sighed Ms. Heavy-
Laden. She was clearly tired but 
standing her ground. “I really was 
here before you.”  

Looking at them both and con-
cerned about getting my haircut, I 
was startled to see that old acro-
nym, “WWJD?” flash unbidden on-
to my mental screen. Hmmm. 
What would Jesus do? Presumably 
he had never waited in line at a 
check-out counter, and if he had 
ever wanted a haircut, his wish was 
not important enough to have 
gotten into the Biblical record. And 
yet, one could imagine….  

I turned to the almost-combatants: 
“Here, why don’t you both go 
ahead of me!” (So much for the 
beauty shop.) “I have a little extra 
time today, and you probably 
don’t.”  

“Oh…ok,” Mrs. Gruff muttered ten-
tatively, but she quickly moved her 
cart ahead of mine. Then, Ms. 
Heavy-Laden took a 
long breath and offered, 
“And yes, you go ahead 
of me too. You go first. 
I’ll go after you. Our 
clerk down there today 
is Mrs. Always-Pleasant, 

and actually I wouldn’t mind stand-
ing in line a little longer to wait for 
her, even if there were more 
clerks, which there aren’t.”  

“You sure?” Mrs. Gruff looked sur-
prised.  

“Yes,” we both answered in unison. 
So Ms. Heavy Laden maneuvered 
her two carts in behind Mrs. Gruff 
and ahead of me.  

When Mrs. Gruff eventually got to 
the clerk’s counter, she suddenly 
smiled, turned around, and pointed 
at us. She announced loudly to 
Mrs. Always-Pleasant, “Those two 
people let me go ahead of them!”  

We both smiled back at her, and 
then Mrs. Always-Pleasant, who 
was already smiling (she always 
smiles), smiled at us all. Four peo-
ple, four smiles. Smiles worth much 
more than a hair cut.  

Thank you, God, for smiles.  

   
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Stewardship 
by Galinton Bryan 

 
November is Stewardship month 
for 2022, which is right around the 
corner.   I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of you 
who pledged to give in 2021 and 
for all of you who have given so 
generously in 2021.  Your commit-
ment to the ministries of Servants 
of Christ Lutheran Church has 
been overwhelming! 

In November, we are going to be 
introducing a new “Time & Tal-
ents” form.  Even though you may 
have filled this out a form in the 
past, we would like for you to take 
the time and fill out the new 
form.  Over the years our interests 
and commitments may change. 
We would like to make a fresh 
start in 2022 and make sure all 
who have indicated an interest in 
serving are given the opportunity. 
  
 Thank you for your Faithfulness! 



 

Family Faith Fifteen  
Fifteen minutes to talk with kids about faith   

 

FAMILY FAITH FIF-
TEEN (FF-15) 
Our summer/fall se-
ries for FF 15 is wind-
ing down.  We have 
planned two more 
months of lessons and 
videos.  We look for-
ward to a December 
Advent activity for 
home use.  And we 

will think about how to care for our children’s faith 
lives for January and beyond.  Stay tuned! 

  
Saturdays in October.  We invite parents and chil-
dren to help build a trail!  This is a great service pro-
ject for the whole family.  We’ll be ready each Sat-
urday in September and hope to see you there. 
  
Sundays, October 10 and 24 -- you will receive les-
sons to do at home. 
Sunday, October 17.  Zoom video – around 10:20 
AM – or meet in person right after worship. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?
pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09 

Sundays, November 7 and 21 -- Videos in person or 
on zoom.  

 
PLAN – AT A GLANCE 

1st Sundays of each month, 5-6 PM, are for in-
person gatherings at SOC. Bring a bag meal as 
we gather safely to eat together – for 15 
minutes.  All children and parents. 

3rd Sundays of each month are on Zoom.  
Watch at home or at church, right after wor-
ship, 10:20 AM.    

2nd & 4th Sundays of each month are for lessons 
at home with the family – 15 minutes.  Use Bi-
ble books and activity sheets (mailed each 
month) to expand on the stories. 

Parish Life Update  
Judy Anderson  

 

Fall is around the corner. We will be hosting Trunk 
and Treat on Saturday October 30, from 2:00-4:00 
pm in the parking lot. We need lots of trunks! You 
bring your trunk (decorated) and the church will 
supply the individually wrapped treats to pass out. 
We will wear a glove to distribute the treats. We 
are hoping to have the children walk by the trunks 
so we can see their creative costumes. Join us for a 
fun afternoon. To volunteer send Judy Anderson a 
text 317-937-5362 or e-mail pnpjudya@gmail.com. 

Coffee Hour volunteers are needed. See the 
bright pink sign up poster in the Coffee Hour area. 
The new coffee brewing system brews a pot in 
about 5 minutes. The one caveat is to be sure the 
system is switched on when you arrive at church. 
If the green screen is not lighted on the front of 
the machine then you will need to flip the toggle 
switch up. The switch is located on the back lower 
left of the machine. We are asking that no one 
turn off the machine. There is a laminated, one-
page direction sheet for brewing the coffee on 
the counter next to the machine. Essentially you 
place a large paper filter in the basket, add 1/2 
cup coffee, place the open thermal pot under the 
basket and press the brew switch. Once it finishes 
brewing you insert the nozzle assembly in the pot 
and close the lid. To serve the coffee press the 
center of the pot lid. The coffeepot maintains hot 
coffee for 10 hours. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8711010069?pwd=UFpLQzRqRi9xNWZYbnVQTzZiRnozZz09
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Advent Log Kids 
 

The tradition of lighting candles to mark 
the weeks of Advent, eagerly looking 
Christ to return goes back centuries.   

In worship, we light a candle each week 
around the Advent wreath, however, 
this is tradition is even more meaningful 
when celebrated daily at home.   

Advent Log kits are currently being cre-
ated to help you or someone you know 
experience the love, joy, peace, and 
hope of the Advent season.   

Each Advent log kit will include a 18” 
birch log with five candles, devotion 
book, and advent calendar. Please start 

praying about 
who might ben-
efit from expe-
riencing the ra-
diant light of 
advent through 
using this Ad-
vent log kit.   

Look for kits to be available to pick up 
at the beginning of November.  

In-Person and ZOOM  
Sunday Morning Adult 
Classes  
Sundays // 11:00 am  

 

 
Sundays in October // 11:00 am // The Holiness of 
God //  This six week study led by Bill Stoltenberg will 
examine the meaning of holiness and why people are 
both fascinated and terrified by a holy God.  Each 
week we’ll view a 30 minute video and have a discus-
sion of what we heard.  The videos are a production 
of Ligonier Ministries founded by Dr. R. C. Sproul.  Dr. 
Sproul was a theologian/pastor/scholar who had a 
passion for understanding and teaching scripture. 

Psalms, Prayers, Reflections 
 

Carin Blodgett and Diane Marten  
co-lead this group on some Monday 
evenings, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.  
Upcoming classes are October 4 and 
October 18.  Use this zoom link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/3601609413 

Many Thanks 
 
Many thanks to all who helped make the reunion of 
my nursing classmates a memorable event. These 
nurses, who came for four days from five states, raved 
about Laundry & More, the SOC sanctuary, the Prayer 
Garden, Chris Carron’s orientation to the Children’s 
Museum, Cookie Rouletteish’s “almost eighty” birth-
day cake created for our closing meal at our home, 
Olesya and the SOC choir that came that night to sing 
hymns from our 1962 capping ceremony, and Pr. 
Wade, whose blessing got my friends all home safely 
afterwards. They all said variations on: “WOW! What 
an amazing congregation!”  

Sincerely, Carla Stoneberg 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3601609413
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SELAH BOOK GROUP // October 27 // 1:00 pm //   
Our book for October is “7 Women and the Secret of 
Their Greatness” by Eric Metaxes. We will meet at 
SOC in the library at 1:00 pm on October 27.  

The library only has one copy of this book, so please 
do not wait to read it.  

For our November Book Club meeting we will read 
“Hidden Figures” by Margot Lee Shetterly. In  
November we will change our usual meeting date to 
the 3rd Wednesday, November 17 in the SOC library 
at 1:00 pm. 

 

TAKE NOTE! 

Happy  

Birthday! 

Upcoming topics for the Adult Sunday Morn-
ing Studies at 11:00 am 
 

October 3, 10, 17, 24 - The Holiness of God 
- Bill Stoltenberg, 6 week study  
 

Max Burris  Oct 2 

Shirley Holmes Oct 9 

Lori Allen   Oct 10 

Cathy Lucht  Oct 10 

Matt McLaughlin Oct 10 

John Sponsel  Oct 11 

Rebecca Anderson Oct 17 

Dan Burris  Oct 17 

Bill Stoltenberg Jr Oct 19 

Abby Vesga  Oct 19 

Duke Anderson Oct 23 

Jordan Wolfred Oct 23 

Joanne Powers Oct 29 



Servants of Christ Lutheran Church 
 
Word-Grounded / Christ-Centered / Mission-Minded 

 
 

Take a picture of this  
QR Code with your smart phone 

to go straight to our website. 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Search for: “Servants of 
Christ Lutheran Church” 

Member:  Indianapolis Conference & 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the 
 

7650 Oaklandon Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-9797 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday Schedule: 
Worship 9:30 am  
Sunday School 10:45 am 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am – 1:30 pm 

Office Telephone:  317-823-9580 

Other Contacts: 
Pastor Wade Apel 
   Cell-text:  317-937-0445 
   pastor@servantsofchrist.org 

Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
  music@servantsofchrist.org  

Vivian Matthews, Office Secretary 
   vivian@servantsofchrist.org 

Jill Larson, Communications 
   info@servantsofchrist.org  

Website: www.servantsofchrist.org 
Following Christ, Sharing Hope, Loving All. 

Chris Carron, President 
Jana Stoltenberg, Vice-president 
Lori Allen, Secretary 
George Bueltmann, Treasurer 
Wade Apel, Pastor 
Olesya Savinkova, Minister of Music 
John Sponsel, Education+Youth 
Lucy Gard, Youth Sponsor 
Tisha Nagel, Mission+Outreach 
Judy Anderson, Parish Life 
Alan Shoaf, Property 
Galinton Bryan, Stewardship 
Crystal Kindinger, Worship+Music 
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